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For reasons of economy, air and naval operations
and the campaigns of other than U.S. units (French
forces in Sixth army Group excepted) have besn omitted

from this issue of the Chronology.
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Dec Section I: WESTERN EUROPEAN THEATM%
1944 _ © " Part 1l: Twelfth Army Group -

1 U.S. NINTH ARWY

XIIT Corps On N of Corps, elements of 84th Div repel
two-pronged counterattack on Lindern by units of 9th Pz
Div; counterattack is prccgdea by arty barrage and cones
from vicinity of Bra chelen and Leiffarth, Other troops
of 8L4th Div attack toward high ground NE of Lindern and
securc dominating position out51de Beeck against stiff
resistance., To the S, 102d Div renews attack toward
Linnich-Roerdorf-Flossdorf line along the Rocr: 405th

Inf moves E toward'hiyh ground N of Linnich but after
slight initial geins is halted by vxtrcmply heavy fire

' from concrete pillboxes and erplacements until dusk when
it renews assault and ‘advances slightly, 2d Bn mancuvering
around R to within 700 yards of Linnichj; LO7th, also con=-
fronted with severe oppositiocn, mekes but little progress
toward its objectives, Roerdorf and Flossdorf, but clears
snipers out of Welz; at 1400, 406th Inf is. committed and,
aided by units of 17th Tank Bn (7th drmd Div) and o
continuous arty barrage, moves steadily forward from Welz
area, cntering Linnich before dark and securing two-thirds
of the town by midnight. Seventh Armd Div, aside from
elements assisting 84th Div at Lindern and 102d at '
Linnich, is hcld in reserve.,

IX Corps Second Armd Div defends Roer R. line on three-
mllc front E of Barmen, First Bn of 116th Inf, 29th Div,
attacks toward the Roer, clements reaching ¥ bank near
Juelich against heavy arty fire from cneny on dominating
heights across the river. With relief of units of 120th -
Inf by 17th Cav Ren Sq, iiecs, all organic units of 30th
Div are withdrawn into rest areas; attachod l7th va Sq
assumes defense of ¢ntire Div zone. :

XVI Corps 'SGVGnty—eighth Div is attached to Corps.

U.S. FIRST ~RMY

VII Corps On N of Corps zone, 104th Div elements fight
from house to house for Indeh against sevore opposition
from inf aided by arty, armor, dnd aircraft; N half of
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Inden and part of S half seccured by dusk. To the S, lst
Div is clearing enemy from vicinity of Langerwehe %nd
Juengersdorf: initial gains by plat of 18th Inf in attack
for crossroad E of Langerwehe arc w1ped out by enemy ‘
counterattack supported by severe arty and mortar barruge
slow progress is made in forest S of Jusngersdorf,
Farther S, attempts by 1st Div to reach the two cos of
26th Inf isolated in lMerode fail. Forty-seventh Inf,
after relicf by 16th Inf, lst Div, reverts to 9th Div.

On Corps R flank, Lth Div secures . high :rouna overlocking
Gey, Qesplte wooded tbrraln, exténsive mine fields,-
numerocus strongpoints, and enemy flre,-host1¢b ferce
attempting tc infiltrate is eliminuted,

V_Corps’ Corps is 1nact1ve cxcept on N where 8th Div
continues series of limited objective utLdeS to clear

Bra ndenberé, Bergstein, and region W of Roer and Kall
Rivers in Div zone; elements of 121st and:28th Regts with

attachments make slow progress toward Br:mdenberb and
Bergstein, respectively, against stroné resistance. Thv
1024 Cav Gp and attached units, occupying scctor from
exits of Lammersdorf to Monschau, maintain defensive
screen and patrols toward Siegfried Line, Ninth Divls
RCT 60, reinf with tanks and TDs, moves to Lammersdorf—
Butzbnlch area, closing at 1645 and occupying defensive
positions by nightfall; 1st Bn, upon arrival, ig attached
to 102d Cav Gp. RCT 47, released from attachment to lst
Div, reverts to 9th Div and starts movement to Cump
Elsenborn area. Ninety-ninth Div maintains QOfbnbqu po-
sitions bctw;en Schmidt and monscnau and puurols u””TeSSlVbly.
fz
VIIT Corps Corps sector extcndo 88 miles, from LUohvlﬂg
in the N (about 10 miles S of licnschou Forest), through
the SW portion of the Schnee Eifel, then southward along
the W benk of the Our R, (boundary between Luxembourg and
Gerwany), and dewn the Sauer and Ioselle Rivers to the
Franco-German bordcr, This quiet, central sector of the
Western Front has been utilized by both sides for the
training of inexperienced troops and the ren@bllltutlon ef
battle wccry unwts.. An cxchanve of rusted 83d Div tloopo,
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. holding S sector of Corps ffont, with 4th Div troopé,

fighting in Huertgen Forest under VII Corps is just. be-
ginning. Enenmy units facing this corps carly in December
are, from N to S, the 18th, 26th, 3524, and 212th VG Divs.
During the first half of tﬂb month this front remains:
almost complotely inactive. Enemy sends snmll pfobln
patrols W across the Qur R.

U.S. THIRD ARMY

XX Corps Corps holds most of region betwecn keselle and

. Saar Rivers from woodéd area NW -of lerwzig to wocded orea

N of St. avold. Third Cav Gp (TF Polk) units protecting
Corps N flank, which lies 3 miles across Gormon bordbr,

" hold line from Besch on the Moselle R, to vicinity nf
Tunsdorf 3 miles W of Saar R. On the other side of -
Tunsdorf in the area directly MWW of lerzig, 10th Armd

- Div is continuing its attack toward the Saar Re, cluuran

W buﬂk up to, but not including, Dreisbach.
~Ninetieth Div controls most of high grcund W of the

Saur between lerzig and Rehlingen, but 357th Inf still

encounters resistance in oxtreme S porticn of Div Zone,
where it clsars town of Buren by noon. - Sicrsdorf and
Eimersdorf, along the Nied R. just W and N of Buren, are
taken without oppesiticn other than moderate arty firc.
Enemy mine fields prevent putrols frem reaching Rehlingoen,
on the Saar R., 1 mile NE of Buren. ' londorf and’ hechern,

to the N, are occupied by 359th Inf withcut resistance.

- South of 90th Div, 95th Div makes prepuraticns to =
cross the Saar R. somewherc between Saar lauteln.?nd
Pachten. First measurc taken is ah attack to clear re-
maining enemy résistance W of the«river.‘ Preceding this
attuck; which begins at 1235, 8 groups of medium borbers
carry out bombing missions on E bank of Sazr in v1c1n1ty
of Szarlautern suburbs. TFelsberg and Unterfelsher

" miles SW of Saarloutern, are cleared by 377th Inf bblurL

1500. To the N, other clements of )77th cncounter st;cn;
resistance from‘vnony armd vehicles in vicinity of St,

Barbarda. S of Fu*sberf, 378th Inf capturcb sltforweiler
Elempxts on Dlv extreme S flank are forced to
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fall back to Merten in face of fire from Germaon dug-in
positions’ ¢n high grouhd W of Bisten. The 379th Inf
commences an advance through R flank of 377th teward
Saarlautern. TF Bell attacks NE from Niedervisse areg
into la Houve Forest at 0800, ageinst light resistance,
At 1200, all elements of this task force ore relieved
from attachment to 95th Div and 10th Inf reverits tc 5th
Div. )

RCT 2 and RCT 11 of 5th Div are containing ¥Metz forts
of Driant, Jeanne d'arc, St. Quentin, and Plappeville.
At 1200, 6th Cav Gp, with‘5tthanger Bn, is attached to

5th Div; during following night it relieves 10th Inf units .

in vicinity of Carling, 4 miles N of St. hvold. "

XII Corps With 80th Div, 6th Armd Div, 26th Div, and 4th
brmd Div in line from NW to SE; Corps holds sector of front
extending from vicinity of St. avold, 15 miles SW cf

Saarbruecken, to vicinity of Sarre-Union, 12 miles § f

Sarreguemines; 35th Div is in Corps rescrve. From NW to SE,
enemy units faced by Corps are 1ith Pz Div, 17th S$ Pz Gren
Div, Pz Iehr Div, and the ' 25th Pz Gren Div. Direccticn
of Corps attack is NE through the laginot Line agoinst
encny astride Saar R. SRR v

Second Cav Gp, attached to 80th Div, protects its L
flank as it attacks toward Forbach. Group is now asscmbled
in Longeville~les St. aveld~St. avold area. Small ren”

. patrols are sent to Stelnberg Forest, NE of St. aveld.

In Hombourg-Haut—Farebersviller area, dircctly ENE, 80th

‘Div elements patrol E, probing enemy's cutpost line and

reconncitering for tank crossing points-cover HR and vericus
crecks. ‘To the S, 6th Armd Div holds arca SW ofBarst-
larienthal—Cappel—Puttelangs line. Div arty fires inter—
diction and harassing fires.during night of 30 Nov—=1 Dec.
The 10lst Inf, 26th Div, and elements of 4th armd Div,
attack N at 0800 from vicinity of Wolfskirchen, E of Saar
Re 4 miles S of Sarre-Unicn. ' Sarrewerden, only L mile §

of Sarre-Union is reached beforec noon. Bnomy is entirenched
on-high ground E of Saar-Union; Su and arty firé from there
slow down 10lst Inf attack in-aftérnccn. - Supperting fifhter
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,plancs strafe enemy supply roads N from Sarr-Unlon to
‘Oermlngen. Outsklrbs of - Sarre-Union are reached by 1635,

~ Fourth Armd’ DlV receives intense arty fire from ehemy

positions N and E of Sarre-Uniocn, as it attempts to. out-
flank city on the E., CCA and CCB attack N from Burbach,
Thal, and Adamswiller, reaching positions near ulmbdnrf

Cand about 2 mllcs E of Surre—Unlon.

Nincty—fourth Div Durlng month-of-December, 94th Div ' (Reinf.)

continues-to contain encmy forcés in Brittany and protect S
flank of Twelfth army Group aleng Lolre k. and E to Yonne li.
Mission includes m31ntendncb of pr'essurv on str01r enemy .:
pockets at Lorient and St Nazajrc and respona:bllltj for
“security of N Brittany coast.

2 U.S. NINTH 4RMY

XIII Corps Following 5-mimute arty preparation, 8ith -
Divts 334th Inf (Cos a4 and B of lst Bn)-attacks for

Leiffarth at 1305 and, aided by smoke screen and: moving

never morc than 50 yards béhind arty, reaches the Lewn
‘unopposed, sucurlng it by 1330 and high ¢ rouni outside
shortly afterward; Co C mops up Lelffarth at, conclusiocn
of heavy &nemy arty,éoncentration'on the town,  Cther-
troops of 84th Div renew attack for high ground neor

- Lindern, jumping off before dewn after arty proparation;
-cbjective secured by daybreak. - To the S, 102d Div

successfully concludes its drive to the Roer R. line;

405th Inf during early morning reducés pillboxes and:

emplacements near Linnich' which were by-passed yester-
day;- -406th inops up Linnich by nightfall; 1lst Ba of 407th

‘Wlth fire support from 3d Bn- attacks at daWn for Roerdorf
‘and’ capturcs the town by noon while 24 Bn, durlnf gane

pbrlod takes Flossdorf.

XIX Corp Twenty—nlnth Div starts operatlons 0 overcome

tenacious resistance -at the two remaining snrongpolnts W
of the Roer oppesite Juellch-—thb Juclich Sportplatsz
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(athletic field) and nearby swimming pocl and the

Hasenfeld Gut (group of buildings). about 1, lOO ya ards N
of . the Sportplatz, both are protcctod by enemy fire fron

., high ground on & bank of. the Reer and accessible. only

thrcough flat, open terrain.. Elements of 1st Bn, 116th Inf,

- attack toward the Speortplatz and swmmlnb porl from vicinity

of Koslar paper mill but are halted by mines. Secund Bn
units (116th Inf) stert toward Hasenfeld Gut but arc pinned
down by heavy arty and mortar. fire; one co later moves to
within 300 yards of cbhjective before cnemy - fire halts it.’

XVI Corps Newly-arrived 106th Div is atteched to Cerps.
Corps Hg moves to Trngres, Belgiumy; XXI Corps now has Curps!
former mission of receiving trunns at Channel BaSu bectlon.

FIRST ARMY

VII Corps Inden and entire 104th Div zcne ¥ of the Inde

‘R. cleared of enemy by 1700. At 2300 lOAtn D:.vl K15th

and 41l4th hegts supported by fire of hl?th &oSuult across
the Inde near Inden; by midnight thrce ces are across and
three. others ready to crous,'Germans are token by SuLDTLSC
at- Lhe night asz aults, but qulckly rally and coffer scvere
opposition; fighting contlnues throughcout nlcnt.: First
Div consolidates positions.in v101n1t of Langerwehe and
Juengersdurf the two cos Qf“26th,lnf_;selated in lsrcde
are presumed lost. On N flank:of 4th Div, 8th Inf ad-
vances slightly in Uenau  Forest.betweecn. ierode and Gey,
penetrating cnemy dcfenses,anb,e$p101tln> breakthreough
before attack halts at 1600, for COHSOlldutiOﬂ of positions,
Counterattacks to the S are. repulsed by 12th and 22d Regts:

'lzth Inf qulckly drives orf small force. from.9lst Div

attacklng newly—won p051t10ns near. Gey, deuermlnee counter—~
attack near Strass by elements of 353d Div penetrates 220
Inf line, but lost ground is regalned before dark. lean=-
while, 2d Bn of 12th Inf makes limited’ ‘objective gain in
center.” CCA, .5th Armd Div, is released from attachment to
Lth Div and. reverts to parent Div.
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2 V Corps On 8th. Div front attached CCR of 5ﬁh Armd Div
Cont attacks SE toward Brandenberg along road from Kleinhau,

" gaining about 500 yerds before being held up by high
velocity fire and mine fields; mines are cleared during
night. Elements of 121st and'28th Regts renew attacks to
clear enemy from vicinity of ‘Brandsnber cyal=y and Bergstein,
moving forward slowly but steadily. Supportlng gth Div,
fighter bombers strike at Brandenberg and Bergstein.
Situation is static on remainder of Corps front.

U.S. THIRD ARMY

XX Corps Corps front roughly parallels SLCFITLLd Line

on other side of Saar R. From vicinity of lierzig to S

of Saarlautern, the Line is held by 19th Gren Div, 719th
Inf Div,and elements of 2ist Pz Div. Tenth Armd Div
captures town of Drelobach on W bank of Saar R. nbout 5
-miles NW of Merzig. CCA begins river crossing demon-
strations at three likely sites along Div front. Boundary
between 90th and 95th Divs is shifted S to bring town of
Wallerfangen, immediately NW of Saarlautern, within 90th
Div zone., TD's destroy 6 enemy pillboxes. A co of 357th
Inf enters Rehlingen after dark. Engrs are clearing Buren-
Rehlingen road for tanks. Additional guns are placed along
359th Div front, N of Nied R., and arty increases lto fire
on targets across the Saar R.

Ninety=-fifth Div is supported by about AOO medium
bombers in Ssarlautern area during morning. FElcments of
377th Inf in St. Barbara withdraw while Div Arty places
TOT on the town. Following arty and air bombardment;, St. -
Barbara is re-entered and cleared of all encmy by 1300.
Many mines are encounteréed on St, Bdrbofa—W°ilorfangon
road. Other units of 377th advance through Becumcrails to
Wallerfangcn, which patrols find to bc clear of enemy.
Villages of Bisten, NQUfOPWbllLr, and Pikard, SW of
Saarlautern, are centers of stiff resistance, but finally
fall to 378th Inf. No advance is made, however, during
entire day of fighting in Falck and Merton arcas at N edge
of la Houve Forést, Ninsty-fifth Ren Tr is placed on R
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flank, between 378th Inf and 5th Div. Enemy barracks.
near W edge of Saarlautern are captured in afterneoon by
379th Inf and fighting within the city commences., Encmy
resistance is determined, though not well organized.
There are no signs of further encmy withdrawal to the E.
Tenth RCT of 5th Div attacks NE at 0800, through E part
of la Houve Forest, and captures town of Croutzwald. On
its B, 6th Cav Gp attacks towerd town of 1'Hopital. -

XII Corps North half of Corps zone continues inactive.
Sixth Armd Div Arty resumes harassing and interdiction
fires during night of 1—2 Dec, targets including
Ernestviller, Grundviller, and Holving. The 104th Inf
moves up on L flank of 10lst, as 26th Div again attacks .
Serre-~Union, where street fighting commences by 1930,
Enemy tank and inf counterattacks from N and E of the city
are frequent. Elements of 10lst attempting to move up
through woods on E side are met by furious resistance, but
gain positions astride high ground on Sarre-Union—Domfessel
road., Other units of 26th Div by-pass Sarrc-Union on the
W, while CCB of Ath Armd Div by-passes it on the E, re-
‘pelling strong counterattacks from dircction of Domfessel.
Elements of 1Oith Inf, 26th Div, join in the fighting
within the city in the afternoon. During night of 2—3
Dec, 35th Div relieves elements of 6th Armd Div SW and S
of Puttelange, moving into position for eventual attack
across Saar R. in vicinity of Sarrcguemines.

3 U.S. NINTH ARMY

XITI Corps Offensive operations halL, and .a pcrloa bf
consolidation of positions, intensified’ patrolling,

" rotation of troops, and special training in preparation
for Roer R, crossing ensues. Eighty-fourth Div quickly
repels pre—dawn oountbrattqck against Lé tfiﬂrth by small
enemy force. i

Corgs Attempts by 116th Inf, 29th Div, to reduce
the Sportplatz and Hasenfeld Gut strongpoints -agein nect
with bitter resistance which prevents significant gains;
1st Bn troops are pulled back to Kosler and two cos of
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3d Bn committed against the Sportplatz; 2d Bn makes no
further progress toward Hasenfeld but. . :

FIRST aRMY

VII Corgs Continuing assault across the Inde initiated
night of 2/3, 3d Bn of 415th Inf, 104th Div, fights its
way to Lucherberg and takes it from stubbornly resisting
and numerically superior enemy by 1715; 2d Bn of same
Regt gains limited objective SW of Lucherberg by downg

as diversion for 24 Bn, 415th Inf, 3d Ban of L4l4th secures
bridgehead E of Inden eXtcnding as fur as RR 70 ards‘

First Div attacks NE toward Luchpm, 1lst Bn of Léth lnf
jumping off at 0600, entcring the town at 0812, and
clearing it and positions near by with aid of tanks and
TDs during day; in limited objective attaeck, elemcnts of
18th Inf secure site for observation post ncer Juengersdorf.
Both Lucherberg and Luchem were dcfended by elements of
German 3d Para Div. On S of Corps front, 4th Div's action
is largely defensive, and its relief is initiated, Eighth
Div renews attack on N of Div zonc but makes no headway
duc¢ to an almost simultaneous cnemy attack prcceded by
heavy arty concentration; ucrm&n 1nfnltrutlon in 12th Inf
sector, in center of Div zonv, causes slight WLthqrqxai

- counterattack against Div R flank is repulsed by 22d Inf

which is relieved in liné later in day by 330th Inf, 83d
Div., Elements of Germen 98lst Regt, 272d VG Div, partlcl—

- pate in counterattacks against Lth Div; these troops are

newly arrived on Corps front from the S. Fourth Div units,
as relieved, are to move to 83d Div area and pass to VIII

- Corps control.

For ‘the first time in two months, German planes are

~over Corps zone in strength; of about 60 cngagcd by Ak,

25 are dostroycd and 10 probably. -

V Corps Resuming attack toward Brapgenbe:
of 5th irmd Div (attached to 8th §i
against relatively light resistad
Div's 12lst and 28th Regts gain limi
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vieinity of Brandenberg and Bergstein. RCT 47, 9th Div,
completes movemant to Camp Tlsenborn arca.

Enemy air activity over Corps wone increases: Ak
downs 8 and probably 10 more of about 30 ME-109s strafing
8th Div positions; of 12 planes raiding 9th Div zonc, 4
are shot down by AA, hO Mu—lO?s and FW-1905 reported over
Monschau. :

THIRD sRMY

XX Corps CCA of 10th armd Div continucs river crossing
demonstrations along W bank of Saar R. NW of Merzig,

while rest of Div asserbles in rear arcas, The 359th

Inf of 90th Div maintains fire on Siegfried Line defenses
across the Saar R. while, on its R., the 357th Inf assembles
in Buren-Siersdorf-Hemmersdorf area and opens routes to

- Rehlingen,

After crossing to N bank of Saar R. C‘le in nornlng
without arousing the eunemy, lst Bn of 379th Inf, 95th
Div, succeeds in toking important Saar R. bridge at
Saarlautern only minutes before it was to have been. blown
by enemy. Immediate utiligzation of bridge proves impossible,
however, since the Germans soon blanket 1t with -heavy fire
and moke every effort to retake it during the day. House-
to-house fighting in Sacrlsutern continues until lote
afternoon, by which time most of the city has been cleared.
Niederlimberg,adjoining Wa llerf“ngcn, is taken by 377th
Inf. Lisdorf, S of Saarlautern, is being cleared by 378th

Inf. All three regbs of 95th Div have reached the Saar R.

RCT 10 of 5th Div continues attack to NE but cannot

,'advunce against strong resistance. offered by enemy. Two

counterattacks strike 5th Ranger Bn along Carling-Volklingen
road, but Bn repulses both and attacks to outskirts of
Lauterbach.

XII Corps Sixth irmd Div relicves 80th Div units in
vicinity of Henriville, S.of Farebersviller, and is re—
lieved by elements of 35th in CCB zone to the S. CCB
assembles at St. Jean-Rohrbach, prcparatorf to moving NE
through 35th Div zone, so. as to attack éth rrmd Div
objectives from the S, Enemy harassing fire falls in
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35th Div sector. Woods E of Sarre-Union are cleared,

by 26th Div .elements. Around noon, Germans counterattack
from N and NE with tanks and inf and cnter the city, | .
where bitter hand-to~hand fighting under tonk, arty, and
sniper fire is resumed., Fourth armd Div sends in tank
reinforcements, but fighting continues until 2200.

4 U.S. NINTH ARMY

~XIII Corps aAnother small enemy counterattack, by & co or
less with several tanks, against dhth Div units at Lblffarth
is broken up by arty fire before it ets under WaY o

XIX Corgs Front line of 2d irmd Div is' token over by 824
Armd Ren Bn and Ren Co, 67th Armd Regt.  Troops of 116th

Inf, 29th Div, again fail in attempts to clear tho Sportplatsz
area and Hasenfeld Gut because of mincs and determined

enemy resistance; Co K, assisted by arty smoke screen and
~two tanks, mokes progress toward Hasenfeld Gut during night.

U.S. FIRST ARMY

VII Corps On N of Corps zone, 3d Ba of L14th Inf, 1OLth
Div, recpels early morning counterattack and strengthens
-its bridgehead E of Inden, while elements of 415th Inf
mop up Lucherberg and vicinity by 1600 despite heavy cnemy
fire and counterattacks by freshly orouvht up troops.
ShortiJ after resistance at Lucherberg is crushed, supporting
wcapons are brought across the Inde. Two or¢dcps, one at
Inden and another at Lamersdorf, are COPP;CLud by 329Lh
Engr Bn., First Div regroups and preparus for relief; 2d
Bn of 36th irmd Inf, 3d armd Div, is attached andﬂ§tarts
relief of elements in line. Fourth Div's 8th and 12th |
Regts clear pockets of resistance in regimental zones,
leaving 24th Cav Rcn Sg to ocutpost regions cleared; 330th
Inf improves front line formerly held by 22d Inf, while
latter moves to VIII Corps sector where it w1ll relieve
elements of 83d Div.
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"V Corps Eighth Div continues to make slow progress

vﬁ;s,

toward the Roer and Kall Rivers in Iimited objective
attacks by 12lst and 28th Regbs; chief opposition is

in zone of 28th Inf on the S. Ninth Div units move .N.to"
vicinity of Eschweiler to relieve lst Div.

THIRD ARMY

XX Corps River cr0581ng demonstr 1tions whlch CCA of
10th Armd Div continues to stege along Saar R. NW of
Merzig draw increased enemy artyifire. Ninetieth Div's
358th Inf moves to Gisingen-Oberlimberg-St. Barbara arca,
directly NW of Wallerfangen, and prepares for coming
attack across Saar R. Elements of 95th Div's 377th Inf
move to Saarlautern after zone held by them on Div L

 flank passes to control of 90th Div. Lisdorf, S of

oaarlautcrn, falls to 378th Inf, Fraulautern, across .
the river from Saarlautern, is attacked by 379th Inf ot
0645 and at about 1000 an enemy tank-inf counterattack

is repulsed here, Enemy fire from Saarlautexn—ﬁodun, to
the N, is very heavy all day.. Other clements of 379th
Inf mop up Sasrlautern W of :the river. Fifth Div's 10th
RCT advances NE across German border and through woods to
positions S of Frisdrichweiler and W of Ludweilcr, about
3 miles from.hadgassen and Volklingen on the Saar R. -
Sixth Cav Gp secures 1'Hopital and clears W edge of
Lauterbach, RCT 11 (-2d Bn) moves from Metz to vicinity
NW of Lauterbach, to support attack on RCT 10.

IIT Corps Initiel mission of Corps is to relicve XX
Corps of ‘responsibility in Metz arca. Nery arrived &7th

© Div beglns move from,v101n1uy of Saint Saens to Metz.,

XII Corps  Second Cav Gp takes'Freymlng and screens line
Hombourg-Hout—Freyming on Corps L flank. Combat patrol
of 42d Cav Sq clears Steinberg Forest. At 0730, 318th
Inf, 80th Div, attacks through Farcbersviller to scize
high ground NE of Farebersviller, while heavy arty and
mortar concentrations are placed on all objectives. Only
moderate resistance encountered. Kochern and town of
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Theding, NE of Farebersviller, are taken. 4t 2250, cne
of several time bombs planted in St.-ivold by retreating
Germans blows up an ahi Ba CP.  Sixth armd Div attacks
German positions located along oxis of RR line running
through Farcbersviller and Farschviller, CCi advancing B

at 0730 to seize le lont de Cadenbronn and high ground

in Diebling~Tenteling-Rouhling-Weiserding ares dirsctly
E of Farebersviller. TIF 1, on W flank, pushes through

le Buchwald, SW of Kochern, and by early afternoon captures
Ebering, ESE of Theding. TF 2 attacks Furschwiller azbout
nocn and moves on NE toward chbllng, which is entered
against broken opp051tlon and quickly captured. an attempt
to take Metzing lote in day fails, Enemy guns on N out-
skirts of Mbtz1ng fire on-tank columns of TF 1 moving NE
from Diebling toward Cadenbronn and disable 8 tanks. TF
5 then joins forces with TF 1 to attack Tenteling and
Cadenbronn, E of Ebering. By dark, Tenteling has been
captured and both TFs hold high ground directly W of
Cadenbronn. &t dark, TF 4 is constituted from CCR, TF 1,
and TF 5, Plan on Div R flank is to reduce town of
Loupershouse, betweecn Farschviller and Puttelange, by
arty fire, then occupy it and construct o bridge therc.

-wfter heavy concentration’ of 105-mm. assault guns and
-tank . fire has been placed on Loupershouse, TF 3 advances

across flooded valley and stream abeut 400 yards under
enemy fire from town and seizes brldguhead across river
S of towna. ‘

At 0400, 35th Div attacks toward Ernstv1ller,
Grundviller, and Heckenransbach, directly E of Puttelange.
Latter is cleared by 0930 as bns of 134th Inf on 35th
Div L flank overrun sleeping enemy soldiérs there. To
the S, 320th Inf encounters resistance at once from Si

and dutomgtlc fire, especially across stream N of Remering,
Dlderflng, Bettring, and Holving, on Div R flank, are
cleared against lighter resistances In the evening, 134th
Inf, in Div N sector, drives on to Guebenhouse and
Ernstv1ller, which it cutposts during night, and 320th
Inf advances toward Ballering. Twenty-sixth Div continues
clearing Sarre~Union. Task forces from both combat comunnds
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of 4th Armd Div attack Voellerdingen and Domfessel.
Latter is held only by light enemy rear-guards, but CCA
is delayed while engrs fill in bomb cratérs and build
two bridges. Strong resistance of tanks and inf is
overcome in taking Voellerdingen.

NINTH ARNY

~ XIX Corps Co K of 116th Ihf, 29th Div, succeeds in

U.s.

Vreachlng wall around Hasenfeld Gut early in morning, but

withdraws soon afterward as no means. of entrance is.

. found. During night of 5/6, all elements of 116th Inf

are withdrawn to Koslar preparatory to launching new
drives against the Sportplatz and Hasenfeld Gut.

XVI Corps Seventy-eighth and 106th Divs are released .
from attachment to Corps and pass to First Army control.

FIRST ARMY

- VI COrEs In determined effort to recapture Lucherberg,

Germans counterattack with elemsnts of 689th Regt, 246th
VG Div, and 8-10 tanks early in morning, following hour-

-~ long arty barrage, 415th Inf, 104th Div, drives off

attackers before noon, 1nfllct1ng heavy casualties and
destroying four of the tanks. During night, supporting
weapons of Bd’Bﬁ; LLith Inf, are brought across the Inde
under cover of arty barrage. Relief of lst Div continues:
RCT 39, 9th Div, moves up from V Corps zone and re¢lieves
26th Inf in line; 26th Inf withdraws to rest area at
Aubel, Belgitm. First Div's RCT 16 is attached to V

"Corps. Elements of 12th Inf clear small enemy pocket in

center of 4th Div sector; to the S, RCT 330 repels.
counterattack preceded by heuvy arty and mortar burrugu
SW of Strass. and latur drives off hOSullb pdtrol.

V Cerps Elghth Div attacks toward Bbrgstpln w1th CCR,
5th Armd-Div, and captures the town by dark; approaches
to Bergstein are blocked and mopping up initiated. Arty
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-and- fighter bombers support aszault on Bergstein.

Elements of 12lst and 28th Regts, meanwhile, consolidate
previcus gains and renew attacks toward the Roer and Kall

‘Rivers on L and R, respectively, of CCR with some success,

although 121lst Inf foils to join with CCR, and enemy
pocket in front of 2d Bn, 28th Inf, S of Vossenack holds
out against day-long attacks; the pocket is brought under

arty fire during night., RCT 16, lst Div, is attoched to
*V Corps and relieves RCT 60, 9th Div, of responsibility

U.Se

for defensive positions in Lammersdorf-Mutzenich area;
1st Bn of 60th Inf is detached from 102d Cav Gp. Ninety-
ninth Div reports heaviest shelling by enemy crty since
Div took over sector., Considerablé evidencc of enemy
digging has been observed in this arca for past few days.
Seventy-eighth Div is assigned to V Corps. '

THIRD ARMY

XX Corps CCA, 10th Armd Div, cetcses river crossing
demonstrations in afternoon and withdraws to rear arca,
Third Cav Gp commences taking over 10th Armd Div. zone NW
of Merzig. Ninetieth Div seeks crossing sites in vicinity
of "Itzbach and Wallerfangen. Saar R. is flooded and far
banks are inundated. Cities of Pachten and Dillingen on
opposite side of the river are obviously heavily fortified
and mutually supporting pillboxes are numerous all along

“the E bank, The 378th Inf, 95th Div, crosses Saar R.

opposité Endorf, SE of Sdarlautern, and at end of day is
fighting within Ensdorf and E of RR tracks at point S of
city. Elements of 379th Inf enter Saarlautern-Roden, while

cunits in Fraulautern take severcl enemy pillboxes at 8

end of city. Continuing its advance to within 2 miles of
Saar R., 5th Div's RCT 10 captures. Friedrichweiler,
Differten, and Werbeln, and clears most of Ludweilsr,
while RCT 11 capturcs Lauterbach and reaches the Roselle

- R.  Karlsbrunn, 3 miles SW of Grossrosseln, is capturcd

‘by;fét.hpav Gp.
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XII Corps Second Cav Sq extends screen from Freyming to
Rosbruck and across German border to St. Hikolaus.,

- Elements of h42d Cav Sq reconnoiter Cite Jeanne dlhrcs
Eightieth Div continues to occupy positions taken N and
NE of Farebersviller on previocus day. TF 2 of CCA 6th
Armd Div, resumes attack on Metzlng at 0950 and capbures
it. Tank-inf team is sent to take M ouoﬂcv1lle, already
outflanked on N by attack of TF L on CadcnbVOnn. Ippling,
2 miles E of Metzing, also is occupied., TF 4 hnvcloos
Cadenbronn from the N ‘and by ncon holds both le’ ‘Hont de
Cadenbronn and town of Cadenbronn. In afterncon,’ TF 4
chPiops Rouhling, E of le Mont de Cadpnbronn, from"N and

.8 and takes the town before nightfall. Attacking at 0800,

_134th Inf of 35th Div soon takes Heckensransbach and
Woustviller and has elements in outskirts of Sarreguemines.,
The 320th Inf seizes Ballering, midway on road between
Puttelange and Sarralbe, at 0110, then proceeds to take
Richeling, urundv1llbr, Hombach, and Siltzheim—latter
two villages 3 miles S of Sarreéuemlncs. Patrols are
sent uhxougn Sarreguemines Forest to Saar R. after dark,
As cenemy w1thdr3ws, he leaves scattered forces, mines,
and road blocks to delay 35th Div's advance. Twenty-
slfth Div.continues attack N from oarre~Unlon, 328th Inf
_enters drive on Div L flank, seizing Schoppertgn,
Kcskastel and Sarralbe, CCB of* hth ‘Armd Div crosses

‘Elchel R. at Voellerdingen ahd with inf r1d1n~ on tanks
drives cross-country toward Schmlbbv1llcr " CCA attaocks
'NE from Domfessel, crossihg the’ Elchul and advanc¢ng to
Dehlingen against light SA opp031+1on. TF of GCB which
proceeded past Schmittviller to _point MW of Rohrbach-les-
Bitche is forced to withdraw for lccP of Jnf to' consolidate
‘the gain.

6 U.S. NINTHlJﬁﬁY

' CorEs ‘A11 three regts of 116th Inf, 29th DlV, are
commlbted against the Sportplatz and Hascnfuld Gut.
strongpoints: aided by fighter bombers of XXIX TAC,

chemical mortars, and arty, lst Bn heads for the Sportplatz,




Dec

1944

17

Section I: WESTERN EUROPEAN THEATER ‘
Part 1: Twelfth Lrmy Group

2d Bn attacks toward Hasenfeld Gut, and 3d supportbf
attacks of lst and 2d Bns; although progresq is-made
initially, neither.objective is secured because of
severe arty, mortar, and SA fire from the stron5p01nts
“in addition to arty fire from across the. Rorr._

U.S. FIRST ARMY

VII Corps In limited objective attack, 3d Bn of Alhth
Inf, 104th Div, expands its bridgehead E of Inden about
400 yards, mopping up as attack progresscs and taking
over 100 prisoners. RCT 60, 9th’ DlV, moves from V to
VII Corps zone to relieve remainder of lst Div; at mid~
night, 9th Div is placed undér. VIIL Corps control, - Pre-
paratory to relieving elements of Lth Dlv, RCT 331, 83d
Div, moves to Gressenich ared.

:V-Corps nThree determined,enemy counterattacks on ]
‘Bergstein result in heavy casualties to defenders,. CCR
-of 5th Armd Div, but fail to oust them. Because of
'severe opposition in this area, 2d Ranger Bn is committed
and at night passes through CCR and sttacks for objectives
beyond the town. Fighter bombers furnish air support in
vicinity of Bergstein. Meanwhile, 121st Inf, 8th Div,
strengthens defensive positions and with 1lst Bn attacks
for hill near Bergstein; attack is broken off during
enemy . counterattacks on Bergstein, but’ renewed at 2130.
_and objective captured. -Twenty-eighth Inf ocoureu;Ri,~
flank of CCR in Bergstein, but 2d Bn fails to.clear
pocket S of Vossenack. Enemy arty fire on 99th Div front
increases about IOOA from.ycsterday'f rvcord flre. ‘

U.S.‘THIRD ARMX

XX Cdrps Forty—thlrd Cav ch Sq of 3d Cav &p ‘relieves
10th Armd Div and demonstrates with tank and’ arty. Tenth
’Armd Div Arty conducts fire and smokc dpmonstratlon fromn
O7OO to llOO to dlvcrt enemy - at+entlon mhlle 90th Div
'crosses Saar R. At 0200, assonlt troops of 90th Div move
o the banks of., the Sa&r R., and ot 0415 the first
FEEHOT 4k far bank Almost complete
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tactical surprise is achieved., The 358th Inf crosses
opposite Dillingen and Just S of Pachten, First Ba

pushes across open ground toward Dillingen, which it
reaches well before dawn, - Pillboxes by-passed during

night and others S of Prims R. harass rear and flank

elements, requiring assault teams to wprm their way
backward to dispose. of thems Third Bn is into Pachten
by danrbak and fights there from house to house and
from plllbox to pillbox for rcmalnder of day. & btrong
belt of enemy fortlflcatlons on its L flank prevents
contact with 357th Inf to the N, Second Bn, which
crosses to Pachten after 0800 on a newly constructed .
footbridge, is subjected to intense MG and mortar fire.
First Bn of 357th Inf crosses just S of Rehlingen,
reaches' Beckingen-Dillingen road by dawn, moves to high
ground in vicinity of Pachten, and.there waits for 2d Bn,
which crosscs nearer Pachten, S.of destroyed RR bridge;
after daybreak rear elements receive heavy MG fire from
plllbcxcs along RR embankment on' L flank and fortified
area .on R—between the regbs. it 1730, 1st Ba of 357th
Inf is counterattacked from NE by enemy inf and tanks

but is able to repulse the attack with heavy losses to
“ehenmy. Third Bn of 357th Inf crosscs after dork,  Bnemy

fire thwarts all attempts to bridge the river and even

. the footbridge has been destroyed by end of day. . Smoke

operations are unsuccessful. Feod and ammo arc brought
up by assault boats and carrying partics, On Div N flank,
359th Inf remains on-W bank of Saar Re, maintaining arty

- fire on visible +‘or"c,l;t‘lcdcn.ons on opposite side and
carrying out smoke dnd fire demonstrations. Ninetieth

Div units in bridgehead arca are in precaricus situation

‘at end of day, lacking firm lateral contact with. one

another, harassed by pillboxes in their rear areas, and
without adequate means for crossing supplies ‘and-armor.,
Nlnbtyhflfth Div, also up against the Slcg*rlﬁa LLnJ,
gains only a few blocks in towns of Saarlautern-Roden, -
Fraulautern, and Enodorl, across the river from Saarleutern
proper. Many bulldlngo are so otrong.Ly defended that they
resemble forts. Numerous couiteratiacks are received and
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cnemy arty and mortar fire is intense, particu¢ery in
early part of day. One ba of 378th Inf is still on W
side of Saar R., unable to cross because of enpmy arty
cand SA fire. - ‘
Metz fort: of St @uentin ceases all resistance at -

1300 and almost. 600 Piis are taken from it by 2d RCT of
oth Dive. RCT 10 reaches Soar R. at Wehrden, where bridge
is found blown, and in vicinity of hadbassen, to the N.
Elements of RCT 11 cross Roselle R. against strong re- . -
sistance., In S of Div sebtov 6th Cav Gp clears towns

of Grossrosseln, EPTBrSWbllFI, and Rusbruck along coursc
of Roselle-R.

XII Corps Elements of 42d Cav Sg seize iorsbach, 4 miles
N of. Farebersv1ller, and dispatch Dgtlol to borsbach

along rail route NE into Saarbruecken. = Under light cnemy
arty fire, 2d.Cav Gp hdlds positions B of licrsbache
Eightieth Div extends its linme northward, occupying
Merlebach without opposition. ' TF 2 of 6th irmd Div:
envelops and occupies Hundling, then centinuss E through
Ippling to Velferding, which it occupies under fire fron
enemy guns E of Saar R. :In 35th Div sector cncmy rsesistance
has been driven E of Saar R. except for pocket in vicinity
of Wittring, 5 miles SE of Sarreguemines, Fourth .rmd Div
attacks toward Rehrbach-les~Bitche, rcceiving heavy arty
fire from Singling, on L flank., attempts of Div to takc
Singling and Bining are unsuccessful in facc of very
strong resistance, Twenty-sixth Div captures Kulhausen,

7 miles NE of Sarrc-Union, and regroups for assault on
Maginot Line fortifications,

12

- XIX Corps Twenty-ninth Div's 115th Inf relieves 116th
preparatory to laundhing new assaults on Spoertplatz and

- Hasenfeld Gut tomorrow, and latter moves to asserbly
arcas at Shaufenberg and Bettendorf. -
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U.S. FIRST 4RMY

VIT CorES Thlrd Bn ¢f Lil4th Inf, 104tL Div, increosés
its holdings E of Inden by 500 yards aid gains dairy.
Ninth Div completes relief of lst Div and at 2400 takes
over responsibility for Luchem—LPngcrwehc-Jugnvcrsdorf—
Merode regicn; remainder of Lst Div (~RCT 16, attached to
V Corps) moves to rest areas. Eighty—third”Div4completes
relief cf 12th Inf, 4th Div, at 1600, and at 'this time
becombs resprnslble for Lth Div zone with 8th Inf of
that Div under comsend in’ present position; 4th Div
(-8th Inf) passes to VIII Corps control. Rlements of

4th Cav Gp formerly assisting lst and 4th Divs pass to
control of 9th and 83d Divs, respectively. RCT 329, 83d
Div, remains in Luxembourg and 1s attached to Ath DlV.

V Corps Orders are 1bsubd for Corps atback, sLartlnf
13 December; to capture four dams (Urfttulsperre,
Schwammenausl, Paulushoff, Heimbach) on' the Roer and
Urft Rivers. attempts to dtstroy these by aerial- bomblng
have met with little success, and their: ‘possession by the
enemy would severely, handicap U S. assault across the
Roer.

“In 8th Div sector, 24 Rangcr Bn continues attuck
initiated night of 6/7, gaining its cbjectives S and B

‘of Bergstein by 0930 and securing approaches to the town.

Germans mount determined counterattacks ugalnat Bergstein,
but all are repulsed with able assistance of arty. During
night, CCR, 5th armd Div, moves out of Bergstein to
assembly arca W of the towa. Elements of 121st and: 28th
Regts make slow progress in limited ObJpCulVb attacks,

but enemy pocket remains S of Vossenack in zone of 2d Bn,
28th Inf; boundary shift at night narrows 2d Bn Z0NE
giving a portion of it tc 13th Inf. Remainder of Corps
zone is quiet, and enemy arty fire on 99th Div decreases.v

VIII Corgs Respon31blL1tJ for S sector of Corps, from
vicinity of Bcaufort, on the N, to the Franco-German

boundary, on the S, passes frnm 83d Div to 4th Div,. as
latter is trwnsferred te ~corps from VII Corps and
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83d Div is assigned to VII Corps. New front of Lth Div
extends along the Sauer and Moselle Rivers in region NE
of Luxembourg city. Enemy holds small pockets W of the
Sauer R. in the river bend area E of Echternach, at Born,
and at Wasserbillig.

1

U.S, THIRD LRMY

XX Corps Third Cav Gp conducts intensive pﬁtrqlling E
and SE of Tunsdorf. . Enemy arty, mortar, and Sa fire fulls
on 434 Cav Ren Sq's positicns in Nohn, Ripplingen, and
Schwemlingen., WNinetieth Div cngrs continue efforts to
bridge Saar Re in vieinity of Pachten, but are soon forced
to postpone construction: uptil'nightfall. Second Bn,
358th Inf, attacks E from Pauhten in a day-long fight
against pillbox defenses which have prevented contact
with 1st Bn. Latter continues combat in Dillingen,
where a stalemate scems tu have been reached. First
and 2d Bns of 357th Inf, on high ground commanding
approaches to bridgehead arca from N and NE, are attacked-
from three directions but ferce assaulting enemy units
to withdraw in disorder. Regt spends remainder cf day
reducing pillboxes threatening its supply. routes. Encmy
continually infiltrates, reoccupying all pillbcxes not
physically held. Steadily mointained enemy pressure
from N, E, and SE, and lack of shelter forces many troops
to remain in their waterlogged fox holes. attenmpts to
smoke enemy's multiple vantage points and to keep a - '
smoke. screen on the river line are rendered futile by
unfavorable wind condltluns. Resupply of 357th Inf bogs
down badly. '
Enemy arty -has kncckud out all bridges in S sector

of 95th Diwv zUnc, where 378th Inf is making cnly sllght
progress in clearing enemy fortified p051t1uns in Ensderf,
Equally scvere fighting centinues in Saarlautern-Roden and
Fraulautern., Div units have not progressed much béyond
RR tracks running through Wedge of all three towns .

2 Plappcv1llc, containing over 250 aCldlLPS,v
‘“wnuers to 24 Inf, 5tn Div, at 1200, Cther elements
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of Div assemble’ for rcorganization and training. RCT
10 conpletes occupation of W bank of Saar K. in its
sectory bblZlng towns of ﬁadﬁassen and Hosteibach,

XII Corps On Ccrps L flark, 86th Cav Ren Sq of 6th xrmd
Div relieves 2d Cav Gp, whﬁch moves to rest area after
“having reached outskirts of Forbach, Osting, and Emmers=
weiler. Other units of 6th armd Div relieve 80th Div, which
assembles in vicinity of ‘St. avoid. Thirty-fifth Div pre-—
pares to cross Saar B.; cloments of lBth Inf clear ..
‘Sarreguenines as fa E as the river. Smell units of. 320th
Inf are sent to Zetting and ittring, river towns SE of
Sarreguemines. Twenty-sixth Div, attacking in area N of
Kulhausen, captures Weideshe®n and Etting and clears le
Grand Bels. Fourth armd Div captures ?1n1nd before being
relieved by 12th irmd Div, U.S. Seventh ar

8 U.5. NINTH <RMY

XIX Corps Troops of 115th In15 29th Div, with elements
of 92d Cml Bn and assault guns of 747th Tank Bn ottached,

. attack at 0500 toward the Sportplatz and Hasenfeld Gut.
Taking the enemy by surprisc, lst Bn qu;cklj';;curvs the
Sportplatz. German mcrbvar fire halts cne of the two cos

-of 3d Bn attacking for Hasenfeld Gut, but the other co,

protected by smcke screen, rapidly reaches and reduccs

objective. ’

U.Ss FIRST ARMY

VII Corps Corps action consists largely of consclidation
and defense of prescnt positicns, but elerments of 330th
Inf, 83d Div, seize Hill 376, W of Bogheim. . On 104th
Div-frent, 329th Engr Bn Cumpletcs another bridge at
Inden., '

V Corps On 8th Div front, two points remcin sensitive,
the Bergstein arca and zone of 2d Bn, 28th Inf. Twenty-
nghth Inf, reinf by 2d Ranger Bn and clements of 121st

v repule thrm= counterattacks in vicinity
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of Bergstein without loss of ground, and, in small-
-attacks, moves forward in vicinity of Vusscnack and
Bergstein. Second Ranger Bn is relieved uurlné night
in Bergstein arca. »

VIII Corps The 106th Inf, bnly recently arrived on the
Continent, begins moving into assembly arca near St. Vith,
- preparatory to relieving 2d Div in N sector of Corps front.

U.S. THIRD ARMY

XL Corps Patrol of 3d Cav Gp finds no cnemy in hamlet of
Dreisbach on the Saar R., -although .all approaches are
covercd by barbed wire entanglements, = Schwemlingen ggain
receives enemy arty fire, TD!s place direct fire on
targets across the river, Truups in 90th Div:bridgchead
area are still without a ferry serviece cr bridge acruss
the Saar R. First Bn of 358th Inf attacks across IR
tracks at Dlllln&cn but fails to gain cgainst heavy fire
frem buildings, Enbmy counterattack at 0700 effects
slight penetratlon between 24 and Bd Bns.  Heavy arty,
MG fire, and roving: tanks of enemy prevent 358th-Inf
from-taking the offensive. To the N, a s¢ries of rockless
counterattacks hits 357th Inf and enemy is repulsed with
~severe losses. Thé 359th Inf assembles preparatory to
crossing river at midnight in zone of 357th Inf.
Nidety-fifth Div units attacking Fraulautern spehd
most of day attempting te reduce & particularly trouble-
some pillbox and mopping up 3 city blocks already token,
Only a few yards are galned in Saarlautern-Roden. - Bn eof
378th Inf that was still on W side of Sazar R. on 7 Dec
‘crosses in assault beats during the night and attacks:
across KR in Ensdorf, moking slight gains. Most effective
'my rcslotance is frhm.the p111boxgs, mﬁny‘of whlcn arb

1, YLbldlpg 6)0 PWS. Sixth
v front, rcllsv;ﬂg elements
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' \ . .
III Corps RGT 345 of 87th Div relicves 24 Inf, 5th Div
(XX Corps), on Metz fortifications, garriscning Forts -
Drlant Ste Quentin, and Planpev1lle, and COnta;n1nf
Fert Jeannc dtarc. S

XII Corps -Sixth irmd Div recrganizes and holds within
its zone, protecting Corps N flank., Thirty-fifth Div
starts crossing Saar R. at 05003 134th Inf crosses at

RR bridge S of Sarrcguemines and completes creossing by
0700. Heavy resistance is enccuntered cn E side of river.
One bn clears cut bulldings aleong it side of LR tracks to
the NE, a second enters woods SE of Sarreguemines, and .

a third advances SE and.mops up Serreinsming., ‘Tank
counterattack from u;rbctlon ot Neurklrcn, 1mmed1 tely

NE of Sarreguemines, ‘is dloPQTSbh by arty fire. Fﬂrther
S, 320th Inf crosses an hour later in river bend wrpa S
of Sarrcinsming. " Direct fire. from E bank holds up a
crossing at Zetting, but te the S a brldgcnegd is advanced
tc village of Diedlns. Other elempnus cCross at nlght on
footbridge at Wittring. Heavy enemy arty fire prevents
construction of VLnlculdr bridges near Sarrcinsming and
Wittring. Two forts at ichen, 2 miles SE of Wittring,
and a strongpoint W cf Singling are capuured by 26th Div,
despite strong resistance from enermy forces to the N,
Elements of 4th irmd Div move tu rest arcds near Cuutlng
and Loudrefing as relief by 12th armd Div (U.S. Seventh
Army) in area SW of nﬂhrbach-lvs—Bltche continués.

Ninety—fourth Div Fereces in Loerdent sector reduce'two'enemy
strongpoints in encmy bridgehead B of Etel R. “attacking &t
0833, after 10-minute heavy arty prcpurgtlon, elenbnts of 301lst
Inf capturc the fcrtlflcatlonb within an ‘hour, while receiving
enemy fire from W of the Etel R. and frem Isle: de Groix. about
60 Pis are taken. Frcnch troops occupv Lntlrb E 51 de .of utel Re

U.S. NINTH iRMY

Seventy-=fifth Div, newly arrived on:Conﬁinent, is assizned
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LIX Corps Twenty-ninth Div's 115th Iaf meps up the.
little remaining resistance W of the leer in Div. zcne.
Thirticth Div is ordered to secure ruvlon in DlV ZoNe
between the Inde and Rcer Liivers, thus protecting L flank
of 104th Div. . _

FIRST sRMY

VII Corps Corps cuntjnucs Cu urfanu and CunSUlldutC

“positicns and, preparatory to reswming offensive tomorrow,

adjusts lines. On N flank, Al5th Inf of 104th'Div sends
Co K under cover of darkness to establish cutpest line
400 yards E of Lucherbergs, Third srmd Div Res (CC Howzc)
moves to assembly‘area near: Langprwehu. Enbmy'wct1v1ty
is slight and occurs largely on 104th Div front where A
combat patrol is driven off and small force of inf with
a few tanks moving from Pler toward Lucherberg is routed
and two of the tanks destroyed.

¥ Corps Second Bn, 28th Inf, renews attack to rcduce
enemy pocket S of Vossenack and secure final obgectlvv
of 8th Div, but is halted by inténse opposition after.
gain of about 300 yards. On remeinder of Div fro nt,

-defensive positions are maintained . and improved and

varicus units in line relisved. Seventy-cighth Div
closes in Roetoen (Germany)-Raeren (Belpium) arpa,

’preparatory to participating in drive fur dams on Roer

and Urft Rivers, and RCT 311 rclisves 13th Inf (~34 Bn),
8th Div.
THIRD ARMY -

XL Corps The 359th Inf of 90th‘Div crosses Saar R. in
assault boats during the night, landing ncar cnemy.
barracks area between the 357th Inf on the N and the

- 358th Inf on the S, a1l three regts of QOth Div are

now in bridgehead arca between Beckingen and Saarlautern.
Newly landed elements are immediately unrareA in combat

éﬁ;ny% line of enemy pillboxes extending nearly to thu.

/ & g@“ ? g £ gﬁ%
Q1Y § '_

ive i g?t sir S and by nebt of plllbox@a E of Elb
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barracks arca., Fierce and unremitting combat cbntlnucs

in’ '357th- Inf zcne te the N, with the, enemy reoccupying
Call- plllbOfCS not strongly held. Units along the curve

of the IR and astride the Beckingen-Dillingen road'bear
the brunt of the fighting. Scuth of 359th Inf, the
358th Inf attacks across the KR tracks at 0700, fl"htlng
desperately for negligible gains. uT guns and jeeps are
finally croessed by raft to units in this sector, and .
XIX TAC drops medical supplies, The first tank crosses

‘Saar R. on a treadway ferry at 1930. Unreduced enermy

fcrtlflcgtlonu stlll block c.ntact with the twu regts on

'the N, however, &nd they are’ still’ being ouleled by -

ascault beats and cnrryln partles working at night.
With an unprotected N flank and still no Juncturc with

95th Div on its S flanh OOth Div btrugrles te hold its

brldgehead against ¢ncrea31n ereny pressure,. -Many of

“ the troops are afflicted w1th trench feot.,

Only progress made by 95th Div in fifth day of hoavy
ccmbat in the Saarlautern bridgchead. area E of Saar R

'is the capturu of the oaarlautcrn-dnden It stetion by

379th Inf. Div units are held tc complete standstill in
Freulautern and Ensdorf. Problem ¢f crossing supplieés is
tiade more difficult than ever by sudden risc in Saar Rs,
whicéh spreads tm twice 1tb ‘nermal w1dth in 378th Inf
zone.

" Fifth Div reorganizes and conducts tralnlnv 1n area
W of. Saar Lynd Roselle RlVCTu. L

»III Corps RCT 3h6 of 87th DlV moves Lrum.hctz to

vicinity of Gros Rederching to initiatc 7-L,]_J.cf uf 26th
Div, XII Corps. -

XII Corps Sixth armd Div patrols ag;rchLVuly te N and
NE from pus1t10n about 4 miles below German border S of
Saarbruecken. Thirty-fifth Div enlarses bridgehead over
Saar Re slightly; heavy encmy fire provents prurrcss on

L flank. Thc 137th Inf clears snipers from SW part of®

wilonk, 320th Inf seizes Hill 311, N
ts 26th Div on its R beforc pushing
ir. Engrs complete class 40 brlurgu
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at Sarreinsming and Wittring shortly before midnight.
Bridge sites are under intensive enemy arty fire.
Twenty-sixth Div attacks Gros Rederching, 2 miles NE of
Achen., Enemy holds town stubbornly thrcughout day,
although Wiesviller and Weelfling, over 2 miles N of
Gros Rederching, fall tc elements of 26th Div.

NINTH £ LNY

- XIX Corps Fire Suppbrt‘for thﬁh DiV's attack on -

U.S.

Schophoven, in VII. Corps zone, ‘is. furnished by elements
of 30th Div. .

FIRST ARMY | *\ ”

VI1 Corps Corps attachﬁgtb securp W bank of tnp NUer
W of Dueren, with 104th, 'Bd urmi, 9th, and 83d Divs
making ccordinated effort “On the N, A414th Inf, 104th

Div, is committed against Schophoven and Pier at 0745, 3d

Bn halting on high ground 600 yards W of Schephoven be-
cause of determined reolstﬂnoe, lst Bn reaching Pier

'where blt er fighting Ensues, and elements of 24 Bn

n@v1nﬂ to 0331st in assault on Plpr.

To thb S, “Task Forces Hegan nad Kane of 3d armd
Divts CCn (nowze), followed by ul&mpnus of 9th Div's
RCT 60, attack toward Geich and Echtz respectively.

. TF Hogan, jumping off at 0745, is haltdd by mine ficld

~at edge of Obergeich, but later bv—passes this and

continues toward Geichj 3d Bn of 33d armd Regt cnters
Obelgalch and complptcly clbars it by 1700, moving behind
TF Hogan, 2d Bn of 60th Inf succeeds in untcrln Geich,
and elenents with units of 3d Armd Div bleck road at

Hothhaus, to the S, asttacking toward Echtz at 1400, TF
Kane, fcllowed by :1lst Bn,, 60th Inf, reaches edge of

stown by 1700 and, jointly with 1lst Bn of 60th Inf;’ purtially
~occupies the town. Other units of RCT 60, 9th Div,
attack earller in the day: attachbd 1st Bn of LT7th Inf

* Jumps off toward lake between Luchbrbcrr and Luchem at
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l0730 quickly gains- S. cdge, repels ccunterattack-at

1255, and at night when strong resistance on L nbatbs
secures NW edge of lake; 2d Bn, 39th Inf, sttacking

- 1515 under cover. of smoke takes Dhorn and cnntlnuos

beyond town to block roads.

On .Corps R flank 83d Dlv's mission is tc clear
Gey-Strass defile to permit 5th Armd Div to debouch
through it and subsequently operate on R of 83d Div,
Jumping off at 0630, elements of 330th Inf attack toward
Strass and clear it during day, by-passing resistance at
Schafberg en route; 24 Bn durlng afternoon starts clearing
Schafberg area; meanwhlle, 33lst Inf's 2d Bn attacks’
toward Gey and gains smell hold in town by 1130, but
fails to clear it. RCT 329 is detached from 4th DlV,
VIII Corps, and moves from vicinity of Luxembourg to
assembly area near Gressenlch, preparatory to relieving
8th Inf, Lth Div, which is attached to 83d Div. Planned
attack of CCB, 5th Armd Div, is postponed’ untll tomorrow,
CCB closes into assembly arca W of Kleinhau.

Corps assaults hampered by extremely muddy térrain
and unfavorable weather as well &s éhemy. German reaction
varies from moderate at Obergelch Dhorn, and Echtz to -
stubborn at Pier, Schophoven, Gclch Strass, and Geys;

opposing VII Corps from N to S are zhéth VG, 3d Para,
353d and, BLAth Inf Divs and 9815t Regt of 2724 VG Div.

V Corps  On 8th Div front, 2d Bn of 28th Inf eliminates
pocket S of Vossenack by 1600 and” galns ilnal objective
of Div, concluding first phase’ of OD@PuthHS. Muanwhlle,
lst Bn, 28th Inf, attacks E towdrd road leading SW out

. of Bergstein,. galning about 200 yards. Thiltccnuh Inf
,assumps respon31b111ty for Bergsbeln area. '

:VIII Corps Nlnth Armd Div 'is’ a531gned a smpll sector of
- front on'R flank of.28th Div,. along Sauer R. in v1c1n1ty
. of Bigelbach, :Twenty-ecighth Div Ffront now covers about

. 25 miles along ths Our R.{ theé llOth ‘Inf has taken over

the central sector formerly occuplcd by 32d Cav Rcen S5Q.
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‘XX _Corps™ Arty fire is placed on hamlet of Dreisach after
patrol of 43d Cav Rcn Sq observes enemy soldiers there.
Only enemy activity on Corps N.flank is heavy arty and
mortar fire directed at Schwemlingen and Rech. .

Ninetieth Div receives local tank and inf counter-
attacks all along its front in bridgehead area N of
- Saarlautern. The 359th Inf continues assaults on cnemy
pillboxes blocking contect with 358th Inf on the S,

Ferry becomes grounded as Saar R, falls, and enemy arty
fire rakes work site on the near bank, changeable winds
preventing maintenance of adsquate smoke cover despite
employment of some 20 smoké geonerators, plus floating
and land smoke - pots, arty, and 4,2" chemical mortars.

Two -major couriterattacks and four lighter counter-
attacks hit 95th Div in bridgehead ares opposite Snarlzutern.
Some -progress is made: in Frauldutern, nevertheless, wherc
two more blocks are cleared in bitter combat, during which
hand-to-hand fighting takes place in ballroom of a large
hotel, - Heavy counterattacks in Ensdorf and Saarlautern-
Roden are repulsed without loss of ground after two-hour
battle. o : ’ ' ‘

XII -Gorps Sixth Armd Div continues aggressive patrolling
to N and NE, maintaining contact with elcments of 6th
Cav Gp on N flank and 35th Div on S flank. Thirty-fifth
Div, now on E side of Saar R., contends with prepared
chemy defensive positions at the edge of woods and in
cellars and other strongpoints in towns. The lB?th'Inf
crosses river at Sarreguemines and attacks NE to seize
Neunkirch. - Qther clements are detalned L hours in bitter,
close-in combat in large porcelain factory E of city.

The 320th Inf mops up le Lehwald wooded area and takes
two farms in reglon between Wiesviller and Habkirchen.

On Corps R lanﬂ, Gros Rcderchlng falls to 3d ‘Bn, 104th
Inf, 26th Div. Other elements of Div advance N slightly
in area beyond Wissviller and Wbelfllng, then dre forced
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to withdraw because of massed enemy tanks in Bliesbruck .
Woods. TDs eliminate about 10 enemy tanks in the woods

and XIX TAC fighter bombers bomb and strafe the area in

the afternoon. The 10lst Inf moves to Metz as 87th Div

(III Corps) commences relief of 26th Div, with 346th Inf
assembling in vicinity of Achen.

FIRST ARMY
VIL Corps Stremious efforts of Alhth Inf, 104th Div,

to clear Schophoven and Pier again fail: 3d Bn's attack
on Schophoven at 1340 is preceded by air strike and gains

1l00 yards; lst Bn, now assisted by Co E, recnews assault
on Pier before dawn,,but is unable to oust enemy. lNean—

while, 1lst Bn, 415th Inf, launches surprise attack on
Merken at 0400, secures Vilvenich and thereby cuts Pier-
Merken road, and. captures over two-~thirds of Merken,
mopping up as attack progresses, more than 150 prlsoncrs
arec taken. :
Geich is cleared of cnemy by combined efforts of TF
Hogen (3d Armd Div) and 2d Bn, 60th Inf (9th Div). While
lst Bn, 60th Inf, mops up Echtz, TF Kane jumps off from
E edge of town toward Hoven at 0800 and is joined .at 1000
by TF Hogan, but enemy fire prevents any gains; Echtz
reported ‘clear of ‘enemy by nocn, and lst Bn, 60th Inf, is
attached to TF Kane at midnight, preparatory to rencwing
assault toward Hoven. -Third Bn, 60th Iaf, attacks from
Rothhaus at 0800 to. clear Kosendorf area and reaches edge
of town by 09153 fire fl”ht with enemy at Mariaweilep
and Derlchswcller soon develops and contlnups until.
1500, Thlrtyhnlnth Inf, 9th Div, attacks. at 0800 and
captures Schlich and NCrodu with 2d and 1st an, re—
spectlvely, ugalnst strong fes1stun0u, Co K and 4th Cav
ch 5q, knock out 5 MG positions in woods near lerode.

v Because of enemy infiltration into Schafberg-Strass
aréa night of 10/11, 3d Bn of 83d Div's 330th Inf storts
re-cledrlng this region and reporus Strass clear by
1830; a subsequent counterattack is stopped; during nlght
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patrol establlshes first phyblcal contact with 330th Inf
units in Strass since its capture. Assault on Gey is
renewed st 1445 by 331st Inf, but continued determined

‘resistance makes progress in the town slow. RCT 329

relieves RCT 8, A4th Div, on L fiank of 83d Div zone
latter reverts to 4th Div'and. ‘prepares’ to move tomorrom‘
to VIII Corps zone. o

On extreme R of Corps, CCB, 5th Armd Div, jumps off
toward Schafberg at 0730, passwng through 330th Inf, 83d
Div; tank column halts just W of town and takes cover,
while elements of 15th AIB supported by tanks continue on
foot by~pass1ng Schafber ~which . is SbliL b&ln5 mopped
up by 83d Div, to occupy pos:tlons near the town, CCB,
vigorously opposed: by dug—ln inf and arty and mortar fire,
sustains heavy casualties. Fourth Cav Gp (=4th and 24th
Cav. Ren qu) is attached to 5th Armd Div with mission of
blocking on S flank; 85th Cav. Ren Sg (=) is attached to
4th Cav Gp to a581st in this. CCA, 5th Armd Div, moves
forward at 0730 to attack E uhrough Gey, but is unable to
pass through that town because of continued fighting there;
advance halts near Grosshau. "

Over 700 prlsoners are taken by Corps. First and
3d Bn, 16th Inf, are detached from V Corps and revert to
1st Div; these units move to rest areas.

V Corps - 1ghth Div consolldates p051t10nu, in Berxsteln

area, LBth Inf clears region NE and E of the town, establishes
outposts, and repulses. counterattack. Seventy~elghtn Diwv

under cover of ddrkness, moves into position for attack on
dams _ Second Div closes in Camp Elsenborn area and is
attached to V .Corps. Seven4y-b1gnth Ren Tr, 78th Div,

'relleves units of 16th Inf, lst Div, in line, permitting

them to return to VII Corps conurol.

VIII'Corps‘ ‘Schnee Eifel sector of front,'which_has'been

‘held by 2d Div, is taken over by 106th,Div, and 2d Div

moves N to join V Corps.‘ Fourteenth Cav Gp, which was

attached to 106th Div on 7 Dec, occupies b-mile front

through Lanzerath Roth und Kobscheld, to the N of the
Schnee Eifel, and ualntaLns uontact with 99th DlV of V Corps.,.
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ZX Corps Troops of /34 -Cav Ren Sq enter small v1llage

of Dreisach, cbout 5 miles MW of Merzig, rccelv1ng MG

fire from across the Szar R.

~ An enemy counterattack at 0200 overruns pillboxes
between lst and 3d Bns of 359th Inf, 90th Div, in Pschten-
Dllllngcn brldgehead. The 357th Inf by now considerably
reduced’ in strength, WLtndraws about 500 meters S and SW,

-while elements of it continue uhelr attack against pill-

boxes N of E-W portion of RR., No forward movement is
attempted by 358th Infy. Nlpetioth Ren Troop is attached
to 359th Inf and ordered to outpost Div N flank along W
bank.of. Saar R., where 1ncreased enemy fire 1s belng

received,

Although flerce enemy. opposition from pll boxes and
fortified houses. continues unabcted in the Saarlautern
bridgehead, 95th Div troops advanCo about 5 C1ty blochs
in both Fraulautern and- Lnsdorf.

ITT CorE Unlts of 10lst Inf, 26th DlV, relieve 87th
Div-units contalnlng Fort Jeanne d'Arc and 87th DLV
passes to XIT Corps COntrol.

XIT Corps Sixth Armd Div’ Arty maintains harassing fire

on towns between Div front line and Saarbruccken. Thirty-
fifth Div drives N to the Blies R. and the German border:
134th Inf units advance through Folporsv1l¢cr toward
Frauvenberg, while other slements clear Bllos-Eber31ng,

137th Inf continues to clear SarregucmlncD, captulres

alrport E of. Sarreguemines, and seizes Frauenbergs 320th

Inf advances N on Div R flank to within % mile ol‘Bliesoruck,
where halted by heavy encmy fire, Enemy dofonds strongly
from woods and high .ground N of Blies R. TFolpersviller
under arty fire in afternoon. Relicf. of 2b6th Div by-87th
Dlv continucs, but 328th Inf remoins in the line and during
night establishes defensive qulLlOHS near Obcrgtllbach.

The 101st Inf,’ 26th Div, takes over sicge of Fort Jcanne
dfArc from.3A5th Inf, 87th Div, under cover .of dardnoss,

and establishes positions in vicinity of othcrs of the

forts ringing Metz. The 346th Inf, 87th Div, advances
against little opposition in area between‘WOLlfllna and
Rimling,
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12 On this night, and on the three following night,. outposts

report hearing considerable enemy vehicular activity.
U.S. FIRST ARMY

VII Corps Corps makes substanticl gains in its drive to
the Roer, and forward elements are less than a mile from
Dueren. On N of Corps zonc, 104th Divls 4lAth Inf secures
Pier by noon, and 41l5th clears Merken by dusk. CCR; 3d
Armd Div, gains its final objective, Hoven, at 1630; this
town is won and roads near the town blocked by TF Kane
with 1st Bn of 60th Inf (9th Div) attached; lst Bn of
60th Inf is released by COR at midnight. On 9th Div front,
2d Bn, 60th Inf, after moving from Geich to departure line
E of Echtz, attacks towerd Meriaweiler at 0730 and capitures
it by 1300 after heavy fighting; just afterwerd, encmy
counterattack is repulsed, but .some cnemy remain in S
portion of town, After furnishing fire support for 2d Ba's
attack on liariaweiler, 3d Bn, 60th Inf, gains group of
"~ buildings in Konzendorf ,ﬂd blocks crossroad S of the
town. To the S, 1lst Bn and Co F, 3%9th Inf, attack toward
Rottfeld from vicinity of lierode and Schlich, gaining
pesitions astride road in woods SSE of lMerode; jumping
off at 1245, 3d Bn, 39th -Inf, secures about half of its
objective, Derichsweiler. Fourth Cav Sq, in conjunction
with 39th Inf, mokes limited attacks E and maintains contact
between 9th and 83d Divs. Two bns of 329th Inf, 83d Div,
attack toward Guergzenich at 1000 and gain initial'objective,
- Hof Hardt, by 13503 two small counterattacks repulsed
~during afternoon. - Enemy remnants are at last cieared
from Schafberg by about 17453 lst Bn, 330th Inf, later in
the day moves in to. garrison the town, permitting 2d Bn
to move N to Strass wherc 3d Ban is contacted.  Supply road
from Schafberg to Strass is cleared during night. . after
relieving 2d Bn, 33lst Inf, in Gey, 3d Ba continues fight
for that town; Czosshﬂu—Gey road being cleared of mines,
CCB, 5th Armd Div, consolidates newly won positions.
Throughout the day, Germans continue their practice of
defending village strongpoints tenaciously, but Corps
troo-s bag 87h prisoners.
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Vi Corps Preparations for attack tomorrow are completed.
Seventy-eighth Div takes ‘over responsibility for
Lammersdorf-area, preparatory to attacking E through 102d
Cav Ren Sq. The 38th Cav Ren Sq continues to defend
Monschau sector. CCB, 9th armd Div, is attached to -
Corps, Eighth Div continues to consolidate positions

and eliminates hostile patrols which had crossed the'

‘river E of 13th Inf.

. VIOICorps CCB-is detachéd from 9th armd: Div and attached

U.S.

to .V Corps. During night of 12/13, vehicular movément is
heard all along the front. Dirsction of movement is

mainly W and N from,Bltburg.<

THIRD ARMY

XX _Corps ' Arty of 43d Cav Ren Sq is active in Saar River
aread NW of Merzig, effecting several dircct hits.
Vehicular ferry.service across the 'Sesar R. is put
into operation again and cables are installed to assist
small boat ferrying in 359th Inf zoneé.: A4n effective ,
smoke screen permits delivery of tanks and TD's to bridge-
head .area, where 90th Div: has been forced onh the defensive.
More of RR embankment is cleared by 357th Inf ulc”ﬁﬂtu,

-other units of Regt repulse an encmy counterattack of bn

strength. Five pillboxes in enemy salient between 358th

-and 359th Regts surrender after lengthy . poundjng by 8n
-and 240-mm. howitzers, and patrol of 358th Inf esteblishes
wcontact with an advance platoon of 359th Inf. Two platoons

cf armor are &t once sent “through the 3>9tn Inf to .the
aid of the 357th Inf, holding N séctor of blldgbhbad._
In 95th Div'!s Saarlautérn bridgehead, enemy arty,
MG, and mortar fire is continuocus and heavy. The: 377th
Inf takes.several more blocks in Frauluu‘rwn, about half
of .which has now been secured. Small gains are made in

-Ensdorf and Saarlautern agalnst bitter res:Lstancv from
-fortlfled bUlldlngb. ' Co

III Gorgs Twenty~s1xth D1v is detached from XII Corps
and attached to this corps. No 'direct assault is nadb on
Fort Jeanne dlAre, from.whlch SpOTadlC enemy fire is-
received.
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XII Corps ' Sixth Armd Div continues to hold zone of Corps

N flank, S of Saarbrucecken, and supports 35+th Div with
arty flre. 4t 0500, lBhth Inf units of 35th Div cross
Blies R. in assault boats and énter Habkirchen, slightly
over 3 miles NE of Sarreguemines.  Enemy offers stubborn
resistance to further progress. Blemcnts of 320th Inf
inch toward Bliesbruck under intense MG and tank fire,
unable to enter town cven though aided by air striks.
Directly E, 328th Inf of 26th Div advances into Obcrgail~
bach Woods, inside German border, prior to its relief
durlng the night by RCT 347 of 87th Div.

Twenty—31xtn Div passes to III Corps. control.

NINTH ARMY

XIX Corps Second armd Div front line is advanced to W

bank of the Roer, a distance of about 600 yards. st
1800, Co L of 120th Inf, 30th Div, attacks N from high
ground W of Schophoven and secures Viehhofen; large
portion of region between the Inde and Roer RLVLPS in

Div zone now cleared of eneny.

U.S,

FIRST KRMY

VII Corps' At 0630, Llhth Inf, 104th Div, roncws attack

on Schophoven; 2 cos enter the town by 0900 and erc
joined st 1510 by another which moved up under cover of
tank smoke screcn; fighting from house to house with tank
support the 3 cos secure the town by L?BO; other €leiients

L are unable to overcome sbtiff resistance from castle -SE of

the town. Co of 415th Inf capturcs paper factory SE:of
Merken during morning. sttacking at 0730, 60th Inf, 9th
Div, clears enemy from Meriaweiler and environs except
for pocket in factory area SE of the town; 1st Bn later
in day relieves TF Kane of CCR, 3d Armd Div, in Hoven.
Third Bn, 39th Inf, 9th Div, attacks at 0800 and with
support of tanks and TDs overcomes stiff resistance in
Derichsweiler by 1535. Fourth Cav Sq is released from
attachment to 9th Div and reverts to 4th Cav Gp. Dnery
blows Roer R. bridge E of Hoven and ancther N of




Dec

1944,

13

Cont-

SIFIE

Sectio B WESTERI\T FEURQPEAN . THELTER
Part 1l: Twelfth Army Group

Derichsweiler. Renewing attack for Guerzcnich at 0800,
329th Inf units of 83d Div reach objective by 1340 and
against stubborn resistance gain -a third of the town.

The 331lst Inf cleors Goy by 1225; roads radiating from
the town are-being cleared. Corps takes 440 priscners.
Second Bn of 330th Inf, 83d Div, is attcched to CCB,

5th 4Armd Div, in preparation for attack tomurrow; “Second

‘Bn, 16th-Inf, is dctached from V Corps and reverts to

1st Div,

V Corps Corps attack for dams on Roer and Urft Rivers
jumps off during morning. On N 8th Div with lst Bn of
311th Inf stages a limited objective attack, as a ,
diversion for 78th Div attack to the S, to clear high
ground N of Kall R. in area SW of Vossenack, gaining a
portion of the high ground and knocking out two pillboxes;
other units of the Div drive off Germen patrols in
vicinity of Bergstein. Seventy-eighth Div, in its first
combat action, attacks with 309th and 310th Regts against
Siegfried Liné with preliminary objectives Rollesbroich,
Bickerath, Simmerath, Kesternich, and high ground E of
Kesternich; although enemy resists stiffly after: recover-
ing from initial surprise, all cbjectives except Kesternich
are captured, and units dig in just N and W of the town.
Future objectives for 78th Div are Konzen,-Eicherscheid,
Impbnbr01ch, Steckenborn, Strauch, high ground SE-¢f Schmidt,

and flnally, Hasenfeld Dam.  To the S, 24 Div attacks

througn 99th Diwv for six consecutive objectives: Rohren,
E of Monschauj; road junction on Hofen-Rocherath roadj
hill mass 3,000 yards Ej; high ground E of Dreibern and

_H rperscheid; road junction and high- ground at Morsbach~
'Uﬂﬁialﬂxﬂrcﬁamanirmkkstothc S. Attacking NE, 9th Inf
 aqvanchs A,OOO yards unopposed, - but makes no further’

; galns because of mine flelds, wire, COﬂCTbbB plllbOYES,
and. heavy cnemy fire. ~In Monschau Forest, 99th Div -

attacks to secure Olbi Re draw-E of Hellenthal with
clements of 393d Inf on S:and®395th on N, and agulnst

jstrong arty and mortar fire- gulnu 1n1t1al ObeCClV&S.\
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U.S. THIRD 4RMY

XX Corps IHlements of ABd Cav Ren Sq in Dreisbach with-
draw frcm this v1lluge before dawn, since intense enemy
SA fire from across the Sair R, makes their uupolv Vury
difficult.

Although 90th Div is conccntratcd in a smull attack
area, the boldness and per51btaﬂ0b of sneciy infiltration
and counturattucks against its Saar R, bridgehead nrcvbnt

it from.maklng further gains and seriously threaten -its
present position. Div units are too depleted to man the
scores of pillboxes along their front lines, while their
demolition supplies are 1nsuff1clcnt for blewing up those
pillboxes not needed for shelter. Ferrylng is successfully
continued, but road frum ferry qltb to Pachtcn lb inundated
‘and going to pieces.

A three-block gain in Ensdorf is only v¢51olc Progross
made by 95th Div troops in Saerlautern bridg enad,'ulthcngh
relief of 2lst Pz Div in this area occasions slight slacken-
ing of resistance in Saarlautern-Roden and Fraulautern.
Elements of 5th Div's 2d Inf are attached to 377th Int and
relleve lattcr's 3d Bn in Fraulautern,

- III Corps The IClst Inf of 26th DlV receives. surrender
cf 511 Gorman scldiers of Fort Jeanne dlarc at 11i5.

XII Corps On 35th Div L flank, enémy still holds area
N of Sa rrcgupmlnes, bkthcn Saar and Blies Rivers. Enemy
arty very active. Some blcments of 137th Inf, 35th Div,
_cross Blies K. just N of Habkirchen, but pxbrbﬂgly heavy
fire from entrenched enemy to N prevents further crossing
or advuncc. Enemny countbrattacks with armd vehicles. and
__1nf at 0015 . against 134th Inf positicns in Hobkirchen
on B bank of Blies R. Heavy fighting continues until
. 0400. Addltlonal elements. of 134th. Inf enter Habkirchen
.end join in repulsing ancther counterattack at 0343. On
k flank '320th Inf attacks Flll 312, NW of Bliesbruck,
-and clears portion of Bliesbruck against stiff resistance.
GG, 87th Dlv, assumes . commna, nd of. 26th Div seetor on.Corps -
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R flank at 1000, and 87th Div contlnues attacklng NE
toward German bordbr.

Fifteenth Army advance party has esta oiished CP at

Chateau d!'Ardennes necar andnt, Belgium,

U.S,

U.s.

NINTH ARMY
XIX Corps Co I of 120th Inf, 30th Div, after rclicving
Co L, clears remainder of Div zone between the Inde and

Roer Rivers.

FIR ST AR]V’Y

VII Corps Plat of LiLth Inf, thth Dlv, with tank

support. captures castle SE of Schophoven, thereby élimin-
ating all resistance W of the Roer in Div zonc.‘,thrd

"Bn of*60th’ Inf, 9th Div, attacks tc clear enemy. pocket in

factory area. SE of Mariaweiler and with tank and i) support
OVErcones strong oppu31t10n to achieve obgectlve, plat
of Co’' L' clears southward to point just short of Guerzenich,
but is unable to’ contact 83d Div. Bxundar" between §3d
and 9th Divs is shifted at 2130 to follow HR Irom ‘point

”between Murlaweller and Guerzenich E to the ﬁour tlb ‘Ri

cofring in 9th Div zone. Jumping off at 0830 j29tﬂ Inf,
83d Div, clears enemy from Guerzenich by 1400 and later
repels’ counterattack by’ 50-60 . encmy buopcrtbd by tunks.
Boundury between 329th and 331st Regts is ohangcd dur1n5

‘morning to give- Blrgal to former; aftér 1st Bn, 329tq
_Inf, olcars Iine cf departure in woods W of Dlrgbl 3d
‘Bh starts forward at 1430 toward ‘the ‘town and enters it

at 1500 but is uneblv to cloar 1t° oountbrutuack by eneny
inf with 6 tanks is rcnellpd.‘ The 331st and 330th Regts
attack E and NE durlng mornlng, gﬂlnlnv obgectlvus be=-
twecn Berzbuir and Strass. Strass-Gey road cluared of
mlnes by carly mhrnlng, and ambulances for the Ffirst time
dre able to reach Strass.' atte cklng tnrouga Gey at 0905,
CCA, 5th Armd Div is slowcd by mines on road to hurm,/but
reaches that tcwn by lSOO and here receives ncavy arty
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fire from Kufferath; following air strike on Kufferath
and high ground to the ‘B, advance is ccntinued to edges
of Kufferath. To the S, CCB with 2d Bn, 330th Inf

(83d Div) attached mekes but slight progréss in attack

E from Strass-Schafberg area against scvere resistance;
attack is initiasted at 0645 ond halts at 1655 aftor gain
of one kilometer. Eighty-fifth Cav Ren Sq (=) reverts

to 5th Armd Div at night and is to cperate with 4th Cav
Gp in security screening on Div S. flank. Corps prisoners
for the day total 582, N

v Corgs On N of Corps zone, enemy combal patrol makes
slight penetration in zone of 28th Inf, 8th Div.: SoVCQLJ‘

eighth, 2d, and 99th Divs renew their attacks to the

U.S.

Further efforts by 78th Div to reduce Festcrnlch fd]l
although bn remains just MWW of the town and another astrldo
Slmmerath-Kestprnlch road dlgs in 500 yards from theé towng
arty, mortar, and iW firc are met from the town and hedge

rows outside the tcwn. Other elements of 78th DlV im=

prove positions and clear out ‘by-passcd pucket ¥ hiigh
ground NE of Rollesbroich fortified by & cantral and. seven

'oubuldlur pillboxes is secured with aid of 1rcruft and
_arty, cffcrts to teke high grounc S of. B¢cxbrath fﬂll

eneny. which 1nf11trateu into Sllrmratn aight of, lB/lA is

'belng cllmznatcd and a COdﬂtGTuttde frxh.oE of “the town
1s repulsed, ter 1l5-minute arty prépars tion, 9th in¢,
24 Div, renews attock in its zone and makes sllght galins

against strong reolstance. Vlnaty—nlntn Div 1mprovcs
positions and advancés NE slowly against stiffening re~
sistance and stubbornly defended piliboxes.,

THIRD ARMY

Corgs Forty-tnlrd Cav iicn Sq receives hp%vy NG fire

ffrom.E bank ¢f Saar Re 4 TOT of 3 bns is placed cn.
JMerzig and a. steady harass:.n0 fire 1is malntalned °t night

on known or probwaL enerny p081tlons.

At 0730, élements of 3d Ba,, 358th Inf,. 90th‘D1v,
well supportcd by tank TD,. and. arty flre, utB&CK a ...
stratbglc RR overpass and intersection near Dllllhgcno

&ﬁ%?f £ B
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Objective is galned by 0900, four pillboxes having been
reduced and.. 70 prisconers taken. Div supply. situation is
well in hand, although operation of vehlcular ferry is’

_suspended in afhernﬁon becauoe of damage to ferry by
enemy arty.

Ninety-fifth Div. elements in Fraulautern goin about
3 more blocks in E part of town, while units . fighting in

‘Saarlautern~Roden and Ensdorf make smaller, local ga ins.

Fifth Div contlnues training in the assault of a
fortified position, while 6th Cav Gp patrrls vigorously
along Div front.,
XII Corps Enemy - arty falls w1th 1ncrea51ng 1ntensrty

on ?5th Div front; partlcularly heuvy concentrations hit
Reinheim, Gershe:un, Frauvenberg, and Habkirchen in Blies
R. bend area, where enemy holds dominating ground to the
N. House-to-house fighting continues in Habkirchens

'Attacklng N in conjunction with 347th Inf of 87th Dlv,

320th Inf reaches positions sllghtiy W and N of
Bliesbruck. Attack of 87th Div. at 0700 meets with lluht
resistance at first. Rimling is captured by 346th Inf

at 1250, Enemy counterattacks are repulsed in afternoon.
Twenty-fifth Cav Ren Sq of 4th Armd Div relieves 92d.
Cav. ch'Sq of 12th Armd Div on 87th Div R flonk, having
mission of protecting XII Corps R flank and mulntalnlng
contact between this Corpo and XV Corps.

Nlnetv-fourth DlV Germans captur\, 9[;th ch Tr OP at P_Louharml,

on NW side of Qulberon Bay.

15 U.S. FIRST ARMY

VII Corps On L flank, 83d Div consolidates positions

in Guerzenich and continues clearing enemy from Birgel,
while to‘the'S; elements of 33lst Inf clear and organize
hill position from which to'atuack‘Barzbuil'and'ﬂt 1715
launch attack on that town, taking it by 1945.. CCA,

5th Armd Div, employlng a co each from 34th Tk Bn and
Aéth AIB, dttacks toward Kufferath at 0730 and ot the
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15 smae time sends a similar force against Div final ob-
Cont jective, high ground SE of Kufferath (Hills 209 and 211);-

both missions accomplished by 0900 sgeinst slight re-
sistance; 3d Bn, 331lst Inf (83d Div), is given mission
of holding Kufferath. At 0800, CCB with 2d Bn, 330th
Inf, attached attacks: one column takes Langenbroich by
1100, while another clears woods W of Bergheim by 11303

N and S spearheads converge outside of Berghéim and aweit
reduction of that town by 2d Bn, 33Cth Inf, o task which
is accomplished ugalnst light lvblstaﬁCc by 15h5.

V Corps Eighth Div restores positions of 28th Inf in
attack by elements of attoched RCT 311. Seventy-eighth
Div improves and COPSOlldgt‘S positions already goined and
redews assault on Kesternich. Bn astride Simmorath-
Kesternich road attacks from the W with fire support
from the bn N and W of the town, while plat of tanks
attacks from the NW. Attack pushes into and through
Kesternich, but enemy launches determined counteratta ks
~to regain the town and during night infiltrates into
Kesternich in some strength; one of the counterattacks
is repulsed, but another causes slight withdrawal of some
units and isolates the bn from remainder of 78th Div.
Second Div's 9th Inf consolidates positions and patrols
- vigorously. Ninety-ninth Div elements, cgainst considersbly
increased resistance, consolidate positions nnd meke
limited advance; 6 enemy pillboxes captured.

VIII Corps Enemy infiltrates meny putrols along 28th
Div front during night of 15/10.

U.S. THIRD ARMY

XX Corps Betwcen Nohn and Dreisbach, patrol of 43d Cov
Ren Sq engages in fire fight with small enemy force in
fox holes, withdrawing as enemy reinforcements appear.
In 90th Div bridgehead, 358th Inf renews assault
against pillboxes and fortified building E of RR tracks
in Dillingen, trying to capturc Dillingen und the Prims
Re. bridge site on the Dillingen-Scarlautern road as a
step toward consolidation of this bridgehecad with that




Dec

1944

L2

DECLASSIFIED

Séctionblf .WESTERN3EUROPEAN~THEATER
Part 1: Twelfth Army Group

of 95th Div. A4 foothold is 'gained E of the RR and encmy

- is driven from his MIR at edge of city. On L of 358tn
Inf, 359th Inf attacks in afternoon and gains 500 yards.
Ground NE of Pachten is still hc¢d by J57th Inf, . TF
‘Thompson is formed out of AT personnel and Cannon Co
drlvcrs to relieve lst Bn for 2 brief period.

Invthc Saarlautern bridgehead of 95th Div, German
_propaganda broadcasts directed at 377th Inf elements in
Freulautern state that they have been fighting there
futilely since 7 Dec. Only- pdrtb of threc more blocks

. are gained during the day. Resistance continues *qually
strong in Lnsdorf, Sh -mortar; and arty fire is heavy,’
and enumy uses flame throwers against 378th Inf, In

aarlauternﬁaodun, 379th Inf captureb oberﬁl fortified
houses on Linden Strasse.

XIiI CérQs Second Cav Gp moves to S outskirts of
' Sarreguemines, on L flank of 35th Div., Cermen front

directly N of Sarreguenincs, along Blies R., is held by
37th Regt of 17th SS Pz Gren Div. Thirty-fifth Div
continues to meet with strongest kind of resistance in
Blies R. area NE of Sarreguemines, The 134th Inf reports

~Hebkirchen clear at noon, On Div L flank, clements of
137th Inf seize ground in vicinity of Bliesransbach, but
are driven out of the Brelterwald by enemy counters tﬁck
The 320th Inf continuss mopping up Bliesbruck on N side
of river and drives on to Nieder~Gailbach and Reinheim,
taking former during afternoon, Eighty-seventh Div attacks
at 0700 acgainst heavy resistance. Dbup7tb ehemy counter-
attack, 346th Inf and 347th Inf cross German border,
346th clearlng Guiderkirch and Erching and 347th toking
Obergailbach, '2il on French side. of border. XIX TiC.
‘attacks Medelsheim in support of 87th Div.

Following brief but ‘heavy preparatory fire, mighty
German offensive, under command of Field Marshal Von:Rundstedt,
is. launched shortly after 0530 by Field Mar shal Modells Arny
Group "BW—bth SS Pz army, 5th Pz Aray,.and 7th_army—s urlklng
at-U.S. First Army front between the Hohe Venn and the vicinity
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‘of Echternach, Luxembourg, in a desperate attempt to

capture antwerp and Brusscls and split the main american
and British forces. Broad plon is for Dietrich's 6th SS
Pz_sirmy to attack toward antwerp via Stavelot and Liege
concurrently with drive by Manteuffel's 5th Pz army on
Brussels by way of Bastogne and Namur; as a lebISlOﬂ,
7th army is to attack for Luxenbourg. Germans achleve

‘high degree of surprise by taking advantage of poor

weather which grounds Allied rcn planes, maintaining
strict radio silence, choosing dlfplcult terrain, and
abtacking lightly at first, .

Numerous organlzatlonel changes are made, to increase
the combat strength of .forces abtempting to hold VIII
Corps front and southern portion of V Corps front against

the enemy's powerful onslaught, CCB of 9th irmd Div is

released from attachment to V Corps at 1120 and attached
to 106th Div to assist in the defense of St, Vith.
Seventh Armd Div, which has been with Ninth Army, is.

assigned to VIII Corps, First Army, and commences move—

ment to St. Vith. Tenth Armd Div is transferred to VIII
Corps. from XX Corps for the principal purpose of safe-
guarding Luxembourg city. It is planned to move the
82d and 10lst Airborne Divs ' to Houffalize and Bastogne
areas respectlvely.' First Div is released by VII Corps
and attached to V COLpS at mldnlgnt. VT proximity fuze
developed by the Navy-is employed by U.S. arty with good
effect’

NINTH ARMY

"XIII Corps From Honsdorf and Raﬁdé;é@h,areas; Germans
'laupéh‘counterattacks against 84th Div troops around
Leiffarth at 0430, striking between. Leiffarth and Lindern

and between Wuerm and Leiffarth; enemy, aided by darkness
as well as arty and mortar fire, penctrates 84th Div po-
sitions, but situation is quickly restored after dawn;
heavy casualties inflicted on Germans, largely due to
enemy's. inadequate knowledge of location of his own and
Allied mine fields; estimated 80 enemy klllﬂd, 200 wounded,
and 73 captured. .
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XVI Corps  Corps is ordered to prepare plans to relieve

XIT British Corps and to perform certain tactical
operations on that front, but subsequently plans are
abandored.

FIRST ARMY

VII Corps Coincident-with German offensive to the S,
GAF activity over Corps front. 'increases, and an unknown

- number of paratroopers are.dropped. Sixth Belgian

Fusilier Bn (=) is attachied to:lst.TD Gp with security
mission of rear areas.. First’Div.is: attached to V Corps
at 2400, o ool T T S
licarwhile, elements of German 47th VG Div cross the |
Roer early in the morning and courterattack with aim of
regaining Mariaweiler and Guerzenich; counterattack is
preceded by heavy arty concentrations on lariaweiler,
Hoven, and Guergzenich; 9th Div prevents enemy from reach-
ing Mariaweiler and clears area by 0900; 83d Div inflicts
heavy casualties on Germans at Guerzenich and forces them
to withdraw by noon. All enemy resistance at Birgel and
Berzbuir is overcome by 83d Div. igainst light resistance,
5th irmd Div elements reach the Roer in vicinity of Bilstein:

- morning attack gains CCB high ground SE of -Bergheim, and

Bilstein quickly falls to CCB in afternoon attack. Boundary
shift between 5th Armd and 834 Divs returns to CCL re-
sponsibility for Kufferath and Hill 211; relief of 83d Div
units at these points is initiated.

V Corps Germans launch all-out offensive at Junction of -
¥ and VIII Corps. ' First assault hits Corps at 0615, after

. Preparatory fire starting at approximately 0530, Ninety-

ninth Div bears impact of enemy thrust in V Corps zone;

~its positions in vicinity of Hofen, SE of Monschau, hold,

“but its R flank in Buchholz Forest is penetrated, and

Germans move ¥ almost to Buellingen. 4id is rushed to 99th
Div: 324th Engr Bn (-) is moved to woods E of Rocherath

to defend N flank of hard-pressed 3d Bn, 393d Inf, and a

bn of 23d Inf, 2d Div, and 2 co of 394th Inf are attached

® 29 dmInfgbandther bn of 23d Inf, 2d Div, with co each
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16 of tanks and TDs are attached to 394th Inf and sent to
- Cont vicinity of Muerringen. At midnight, co of 80lst TD Bn

moves to area S and SE of Buellingen to meet threat here,
At the same- tlme, Ist Div is released by.VII Corps and
attached to V Corps. Encmy arty fire is heavy and con-
tinuous throughout night, and paratroopers commanded by
Lt. Col. Von der Heydte are dropped behind Corps lines in
Eupen<lonschau arca to seize key points; secure supply
installations, disrupt communications, and ‘eredte donfusion,
Moanwhlle, 2d Bn of 395th Inf reduces last’ p1¢lbox ‘at Qlef
R. draw near Gcrm&n—Belglan ‘border at 1400 and contacts

2d Dlv.

- Gorps units to the N of 99th Div continue offensive
toward Roer and Urft Rivers objectives. Just N'of 99th
Div, in Monschau Forest near German-Belglan border, 2d
Div's 9th and 38th Regts capture road junction on Hofen-
Rochéra th road, knotk out 24 pillboxes in this region,

-and frof- v101n1ty of the road junction-edvaence N and E
‘aporox1mately 1, OOO yards against strong’ re31stance. GCB,
9th armd Div, is detached from 24 Div and V Corps. .

B Seventy—elghuh Div launcnes another assailt against
,KuStbPﬂlCh during afternoon, employing lst Bn of 309th Inf
from.81mmerath ‘while another bn of 309th and bn of 310th
remain in positions N and W of the town, this attack re~
duces pl7lbOXOS at SW edge of Kesternlcn, but fails to
,ponetrate into the town. arty breaks up counteruttack
formlng NE of Kesternich. Second Rangor Bn' is attached
to 78th Div and with elements of the Div attached is to
protcct Simmerath from the S, Other clemcnts of 78th Div
repel counterattack'agalnst Rollesbroich,

“Eighth Div units repulse counterattacm agolnst Hill
LOO, B of Beﬂgqtoln.

VIIT Corps Startlng shortly before OSBO in the § and
somewhat later in‘the 8, heavy’ enomy arty preparatory fires
are received alohg- Corpu froat, Tnﬂk and inf- attuCkS soon
follow, w1th greatest’ pressure nedr V and VIII Corps
bouwdarv in the vicinity of the casternmost corner of

g, where ‘advance eslements of 1hith Cav Gp dnd 106th
;Corps are séon oveérrun. St. Vith and- towns of




1944

16
Cont

“‘Section I:: WESTERN EUROPEAN THEATER
Part-1: Twelfth Army Group

Afst and Roth are shelled as the attack begins. Two bns of
18th VG Div, supported by about 15 tanks, strike 1lhth Cav
Gp near Krewinkle, By 1100, Auw has been captured and
Roth and Kobscheid surrounded, while 1hth Cav Gp has fallen
back about 2 miles. CCB, 9th Armd Div, is attached to
106th Div to help defend St. Vith. Farther S, 624 VG Div
attacks and captures positions of 424th Inf, 106th Div, E
of Winterspelt, but fails to penetrate its lines in vicinity
of Heckhuscheid., Enemy ‘attacks 28th Div positions-along

W side of OQur R. at approx;mately 0800, employing elements
of 116th Pz Div, 560th VG Div, 2d Pz D¢v, 26th VG Div,

and 352d VG Div.  On:28th Div N flank enemy attacks with

a tank bn and two inf ‘bhs from‘dlrectlon of Kesfeld and
with two inf bns from.Escnfeld, with Helswampach their
obJoctlve. Lutzkampen, about 5 miles E of Weiswampach,
falls. 'In center of Div front, Div arty'inflicts‘heavy
losses on attacking 24 Pz Div Engrs, but the attack con~-
tinues and the enemy advances toward Marnach and. Bockxolz,
from 3 to 4L miles W of OQur R. Enemy arty preparat¢on has
concentrated on Marnach-Fischbach ridge, 2 miles E of
Clerf (Clervaux). . Enemy's penetrations are particularly

’deep in sector W of Our R. between Dasburg and Vianden,

with heaviest pressure at Marnach, Holtzthum, and Wahi-

-hausen, ~ The main N--S highway between and oarallel to

the Our and Clerf Rivers is reached and cut by the cnemy

at several points. Enemy arty preparation is also very

heavy in Diekirch-Bastendorf areca, NE of Ettelbruck. _
Cr0851ng the Our R. midway between Vianden and‘Wallendorf,
enemy forces attack through Longsdorf toward Diekirch and
Ettelbruck, reachlng Walsdorf, Tandel, and area S of
Bastendorf. Although 109th Inf succeeds in containing
this attack, Tandel remains in enemy hands. Fifth Para
Div, commltted late in the day, attacks toward Diek Dleklrch
along general ling of boundary between 28th Div and 9th
Armd Div. Everywhere along the battle front, enemy is
infiltrating oos1tlons, pinning down the troopo and then
moving through gaps between the en01rcled strongpoints,

In CCA, 9th Armd Div, sector, 276th VG elements advancing
S down the Schwalze Ernz draw, W of Berdorf, are nearing
Hulaolllfq 'f#? rthal. Three boatloads of German
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16 ~ soldiers cross Sauer R. on R-flank of 9th Armd Div. and
Cont  infiltrate defensive positions. Enemy bridging operations

rnear Wallendorf and Echternach are halted by arty fire.
Only N sector of 4th Div front becomes directly involved
~in the large-scale battle in which the rest of VIII Corps
is engaged. In 12th Inf scctor, 212th VG Div crosses
Sauer- R. in strength, infiltrating to.tewns of Berdorf,
Lauterborn, Osweiler, and Dickweiler, and surrounding .
Echternach. Troops are rapidly cut. off in Echternach
and Osweiler. Units of 70th Tank Bn participate in un-
successful efforts to rescue’ ‘men surrounded by enemy in
Echternach and Berdorf and in ‘an advance .to Osweiler and
Dickweiler, where thcy, thpmselvbs, becone- cnc1rcled.
Orders have been issued to hold at all costs a rear
line of defense ulong W side of Our (upper), Clerf, and
Sauor Rivers.

U.S. THIRD ARMY

XX CorE Alerted for mov»ment to Luxembourg, lOth Armd

Div is detached from this .corps and attached to. VIII Corps,
First Army. Nlnetleth Div's assault regts consolldate
their DOSlthﬂS in Dillingen. Ninety-fifth Div now holds
‘about two-thirds of Fraulautern and Ensdorf. and about
one-third of. Saarlauuern-Roden. During night of 16—~17
vDech 5th Div, begins relief of 95th Div units in Fraulautern
and. Saarlautern4Roden. Sixth Cav Gp is relleved from.
attuchment to-5th. Div and attached to IIT Corps, but remains
in place along the Saar and Roselle RLVVTS.

_III CorE Corps 1s a551gned a. gone between XX Corps on
the N and XII Corps on thc S, with front line running

SE from Wadgassen (3 miles S of Saarlautern) to point
Jjust N of Sarreguemines, and passing SW of Forbach—still
in enemy hands. This line is held by TF Fickett (6th Cav
Gp) on the N and 6th.Armd Div (formerly XII Corps) on the
S,. both of which are placed under III Corps command.
Twenty-sixth Div remains at Metz to train replacements

as riflemene.
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. XII Corps Resistance remaing stiff in 35th Div sector
and few prisoners are¢ taken, Elements of 35th Div.pro-

- tecting Div L flank NE of Sarreguemines are relieved by
2d Cav:Gp.  Reinhelm ond Gersheim, latter cbout 7 miles
ENE of Sarreguemines, are cleared by '320th Inf. = Encmy
arty falls on Sarreguemines and Frauenberg. Eighty-

seventh Div attacks at 0700, encountering heavy resistance

- from liedelsheim and Baumbusch Woods. ~Counterattacks are
repulsed on fromts of. both dttacklng regts. Enemyﬁarty

- fire is 1ntcnse. o SR

Nlnetyhfourth DlV -About >OO Gefman troops 1nvade Houut Island
off French coast midway between Lorient and St. Nazaire; and
capture OP manned by 9hth Ren Tr, tuklng prlsoner‘” ‘i and
about 35.French, S

With the realization of the magnitude of the--German
countercffensive and of the uncertainty of success of delaying
actions on.the VIII Corps front, oteps'are ‘taken to deny vital
road nets to the enemy by strengthening the delcnses of St.
Vith, Houffalize, Bastogne, and Luxembourg.

. . XVIII Corps (kirborne) is detached from First (Alll@d)
Airborne Army and-attached to Twelfth Army Group-with orders
to -concéntrate as soon as possible at Bastogne, Belgium,

-actual order reaching Corps Commander at 0215, 18 Decs Corps

at this time consists of 824 and 10lst 4/B Divs, training and
refitting in: Reims-Suippes-Sissons areaof France;- l?th A/B
Div, training in England; Corps Hg and Corps ‘troopsy mejor
portion of whom are in Englond and remeinder in Epernay, Fronce.
Eighty-second A/B Div is further attached to V Corpsiand: 10lst
i/B to VIII Corpo.

U.S. NINTH ARMY

.:; XIII Corps;:Seventh srmd Div starts southward move to
VIII Corps area of Flrst Army early 1n thc mornlng.u

XIX Corgs Thlrtleth D1v is uttached to V Corps, Flrst
Army, and sterts movement S at 1625; 29th Div assumes
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responsibility for 30th Div zone at 2030. Seventeenth
Cav Ren Sq, Mecz, is released from attachment to 30th Div
and attached to 29th. GAF harasses movement of 30th Div
with 1little effect. o I

FIRST ARMY

VII Corps In support of German 01f9n51ve against V and
VIII Corps, GiF planes operate over VII Corps zone on
large scale, and paratroopers of Combat Group Von der
Heydte are dropped at scattered points; 4A downs 25 hostile
plenes and probably 6 more, and 46 paratroopers are :
accounted for in Corps area. In addition to systematic

- search for paratroopers, defensive measures are -taken

against possible airborne attack: patrolling is intensified

“and check points, road blocks, and llotenlng posts establish-
ed. RCT 47, 9th Div, is attached to V Corps.

Continuing attacks to cleer R flank of Corps to the
Roer, 9th Div elecments meet stubborn resistance just W
of Dueren-but make some gains with assistance of-83d Div
on R. Eighty-third Div attdcks towa rd Roelsdorf and
Lendersdorf with'a bn-.committed agoinst eachj both towns
quickly-entered and cleared during remainder.of day.
Fifth irmd Div consolidates positions and. cor@lbth re—
lief of 83d Div unlts in Kulfurath :

V Corps - Germun offuns1ve on S of uorps galns womgntum

7 et

and .enjoys- exten51ve alr suoport nmumercus paratroopers
are dropped, most' of whom dre rounded up. Ninety=ninth °
Div units encountér Germans weurlnb U.S. and British-
uniforms and u51ng U.S. vehicles. .U.S. troops adjacent
to the breakthrough are forced to fall back. Elements
of 1lst SS Pz Corps, 6th'SS Pz Army, thrust toward Hofen®
and Mutzenich in v101q3ty of Monschau without success, -
and, to ‘the S, make strong bids for Muerringen, Krinkelt,
Buclllngon, Butgbnbach and Malwmedy. Germans attack w1th
armd inf preceded’ by tanks . from vie 1n1tJ of Fonsfuld
toward Buellingen -and Krinkelt at 0550 and by 0730 are

in-contact with 254th Engr Bn, attached fo. 99th Div early
v_1n day to defend roads leading into. Bucllln gen. from.S .
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and SEj; 254th Engr Bn withdraws at 0850 to defend W end

of the townj; shortly after noon, fightér bomber strike
against enemy near Buellingen diverts German advance S

of the town, Enemy gets tanks and half-tracks into
Muerringen, but these are driven out. Nlnety-nlnth Div
moves its CP from Butgenbach to Camp Elsenbori.  To dé-
fend Butgenbach, co of 612th TD Bn (attached to 2d Div)
is gent to road leading SE from the town," and-lets Plv's
26th Inf is later attached to 99th Div’ to’ defend ‘the town
from SE and S; 26th Inf moves into 0051t10n durlng after—
noon and relieves' 25hth Engr Bn near Butgpnbach and
contacts 2d Div on: L, Remalnder of ‘lst Div is mov1ng
into position to defend: ButgenbachAWeywertzAW 1mes sector,
E of Malmedy. Second Div establishes defensive . llnes s

_of Wirtzfeld and Krlnkelt ‘and’ repulses determined attacks

against them. Div CP.is moved from Wirtzfeld to Camp

Elsenborn. Elements:of 99th Div move toward defensive

positions astride roads leading into Rocherath., :
Despite strenuous:efforts of S flank troops to stem
German advance, enemy column rolls westward almost to
Malmedy5 contacting road blocks E and SE of the town held
by 29lot Engr.C Bnj; vigorous defense of these blocks
forces Germans to by-pass Malmedy. Thirtieth Div is de-

_Bached from XIX Corps, Ninth Army, and attached to V Corps
to hold enemy S of Spa, where First Army Hg is located;

elements are subsequently committed to secure and defend

Jdalmedy and Stavelot, now defended solely bJ road blocks
“of 29lst Engr C Bn. To belster 291st Eigr C Bn- until
“arrival of BOth DlV units, First Army sends Army Security

Force reserve, con51st1ng of - 99th Inf Bu (Sep), together
with elements of Twelfth Army Group “TH Forces (596th

1AIB, Sep, and a, co.of 823d TD Bn) to Malmedy; 99th Inf Bn

is in, comm&nd of these forces., Negnwhlle, 30th-Div- starts
S by motor toward asscmbly area near Hauset, Belglum,

’durlng afternoon, and while en route RCT 117 is ‘ordered

to continue S to MalmedJ. In the- Malnpdy~8pa—3tavelot

'trlanglc are two large gasollne depots, one near Stavslot

and the other on ridges a mile"or so S of Spd, wnlch

enemy . hopes to gain on his way to Licge, communlcutlonb
and supply center:of First and' Ninth Armies, Capturc of
Allied gasoline and rations would permit enemy to continue
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17 his offensive beyond the Meuse. Malmedy is first ob-
Cont jective of 6th SS Pz Army, with lst SS Pz Div of lst SS

Pz Corps leading and other units of the Corps to the
rear; 2d SS Pz Corps is to exploit breakthrough of lst
SS Pz Corps and thrust N through Malmedy and Eupen.
V Corps is further augmented by attachment of RCT
47, 9th Div, which assembles in v1cin1ty of Eupen, and
82d A/B Div.
Corps troops to the N of Germen salient are engaged
in mopping up paratroopers, consolidating and improving
" positions, and beating off counterattacks. Seventy-cighth
Div with aid of arty repels four enemy counterattacks in
and around Kesternich, Eighth Div's offensive mission is
suspended; 3d Bn, 121st Inf, mowves to Roetgen where it is
attached to CCR, 5th Armd Dive Eighth Div CP moves from
Rott to Germeter. -

VIIL Corps After losing all vehicles of Troop A4, 32d
“Cav Ren Sq, at Honsfeld, on Corps extreme N flank, and
two ren teams at Andler, 2 miles NE of Schonberg, the

by now badly disorganized 1l4th Cav Gp is rapidly pushed
back into area a few milss NW of St. Vith. Schonberg,

6 miles E of St,. Vith, is soon under direct attack from
the N by unlts of 18th VG Div,. supported by armory while
Blelalf, 3% miles S, is attacked from the S by other
elements of the same div, The two enemy forces meet
‘near Schonberg ot about 0900, thus completing a pincers
movement which seals off two regts of 106th Div (422d and
423d) holding positiens in the Schnee Eifel salient to the
E. .The 18th VG Div is then headed straight 1 for St. Vith,
through Heuem., The 168th Engré are fighting a delaying
action N and E of .St. Vith. CCB of 9th Armd Div is
committed SE of the .city, where 424th Inf of 106th Div is
under heavy attack in vicinity: of 41nterspé1t~by‘62d VG
Div and elements of lst SS Pz Div. Winterspelt and -
Winterscheid fall to the enemy by 1030. CEB of 7th Arid
Div arrives at St. Vith at about 1600 and is immediately
committed E of the city. - At 1700, eneny 1is w1th1n 1 km,
of . St, Vith, but his advance is effectlvely'checked by

- 1930, The rest of 7th Armd Div arrives 1n St. Vith area
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17 . before midnight., CCR is to take its position S of Recht,
Cont about 5 miles NW.of St. Vith, while CCA goes to v101n1ty

of Beho, 7 miles SW of St. Vith.

In center of Corps sector enemy tanks ‘and inf have
continued to infiltrate throughout the nlght, seriously
disrupting communications. Additional enemy .tank and
inf forces are being committed all along 28th Div front.
Marnach and Bockholz, well W of the N-S highway, have
fallen during the night.  These’ deep penctrations are
soon extended to the Clerf R. and by 1100 a pitched tank
battle is in progress in'Clerf, where 110th Inf CP is
located. Adjacent defenses are overrun or by-passed and
by midnight enemy units are through Div rear. boundary W
of Clerf and are within two miles of Div CP at Wiltz,

10 miles ESE of Bastogne. The 44th Engr Combat Bn is

given mission of defense of Wiltz. Large part of counter-
attacking units of 110th Inf becomes encircled during

the day. On'28th Div N flank the 112th Inf withdraws

to W bank of Our R. during the night of 17—18 Dec. 1In

S sector of Div zone, 109th Inf retakes: Tandel but fails

to take Longsdorf, diréctly E,. - CCR of 9th Armd Div is
moved SW. from Corps Reserve at Trois Vierges to éstablish
road blocks along the Bastogne~Trois. Vierges -road.:

Enemyls bridgehead at Echternach.is broadensd to. the SW
-and NW with the capturb of huuterborn and. Berdorf, and
-eénemy reaches Scheidgen and Consdorf, 4 miles SW. 6f
Echternach, Twelfth Inf of 4th Div halts: enemypenetration
.S of Osweiler and Dickweiler, but hAmerican umits are cut
off -in Berdorf, Lauterborn, Echternach,.Consdorf; 3 Osweiler,
-and Dickweiler. The forces in Berdorf ard -countérattacking
-medium tanks on S flank. of enemy penetratlon come under
heavy fire during night of 17—18 Decy an . 89th Cav Ren Sg
troop is overrun near -Beaufort. Tenth irmd Div arrives

in vicinity of Luxembourg city. ' o T

U.S. THIRD ARMY

‘ _XX CorEs Enemy shelllng of front line towns in 3d Cav Gp
sector increases in 1nten51ty. Ninetieth DlV contlnucs
@ g efense of 1ts brldgehad area, while preparlng for an
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attack that will cnable it to link up with 95th Div's
Saarlautern bridgehad to the S, Fifth Div's 2d RCT
completes relief of 377th Inf, 95th Div, in Fraulautern
and 1lth RCT completes relief of 379th Inf in Saarlautern-
Roden. Extremely heavy resistance continues to restrict
operations of 378th Inf in Ensdorf.

LIT Corps - Second Cav Gp reconnoiters area formed by
loop of Blies R. between Sarreguemines and Frauenberg.
Thirty-fifth Div attacks to clear wooded area Just N of
Blies R. Elements of 137th-Inf suffer heavy casuaities
in assaults against enemy in Breiterwald forest. Factory
area N of Gersheim is' taken by 320th Inf, which contacts
87th Div on its R flank. Very heavy resistance:confronts
87th Div, which manages, however, to capture Walsheim

and advance to edges of neighboring woods. Supportirg
aircraft strafe the Sagenwald and town of lMedelsheim,
Eightieth Div moves into position on Corps R flank,
vicinity of Rohrbach-les-Bitche.

Under orders issued by the Suprcme Lommander; the CG,

U.S. Third iArmy, assumes command of VIII Corps troops S of
the enemy broakthrough.

U.S« NINTH ARMY

XIII Corgs Elghty-fourth Div's 334th Inf attacks to clear
Wuermn and Muellendorf. At 0900, follow1ng terrific and
extremely - accurate concentration of fire from arty and
supporting weapons, lst Bn of 334th Inf Jumps off from
Leiffarth to capturv Wuerm, against generally light re-
s1stancc, final obgectlve is reached by 1Q00 and occupation
of the toun v1rtually completed by 1045. At 0900 Allied
fire is shifted from Wuerm to Muellendorf, ObJeCthC of
& Bn, BBAth Inf, which attacks from Beeck at 1045 and
secures it by 1300; 15 pillboxes reduced, Attemptcd
‘counterattack by about 80 Germans to, retaké Vilerm is

1n1t1ated ‘at 1945 and broken up by nllled fire’in twenty

Durlng capture of" Wuerm.und Mucllcndorf - eneny
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losses are estimated to be 50 killed, 100 wounded, and
91 captured; 84th Div casualties are about one-tenth the
enemy!s,

U.S. FIRST ARMY

'XVIII Corps (Airborne) Hq units in England are flown to
Reims, France. Hq and 82d A/B Div are further ordered to
concentrate at once in vicinity of Werbomont, Belgium.  Eighty-
second;and 10lst 4/B Divs start by truck to Bastogne; latter

. is dropped off upon arrlval but 824 A/B continues toward

Werboriont, leading units reaching'destihation at 1730; de-
fensive positions are ‘organized progressively as troops arrive.

VII Corps In coordinated attacks, 83d and 9th Divs clear
remaining enemy from respective Div zones; former takes
337 of the 417 prisoners captured by the Corps. - Twenty-
fourth Cav Ren Sq is released from attachment to 83d Div
‘and reverts to 4th Cav Gp control.

- Because of German breakthrough, Corpq front is °
enlarged during afternoon by 18 kms., covering.a - portlon
of former V Corps zone to the S, with new boundury running
from vicinity of Eupen ESE te the Roer near Dedenborn,
Cofncident with boundary change, 8th-and 78th. Divs, with
attachments- (including CCR of.5th Armd Div, 1024 Cav Gp,
and 2d Ranger Bn), are relieved from v Corps in place and
pass to VII Corps control. VII Corps is to stabillze front
from Monschau NE and N. CCA, 3d Armd Div,. and.9th Div,
less RCT 47 (attached to V Corps 17 Dec) and RCT 60, are
‘released by VII Corps and attached to .V Corps. The 104th
Div.assumes responsibility for 9th Div. zone in. addition
to. its own at midnight, and RCT 60, 9th Div, is attached
to it. Seventy-eighth Div, with CCR of 5ﬁh Armd-Div and
:102d Cav Gp attached today and 23’ anger Bn attached
prev1ously, 45 1ntructcd to hold road centcr at Entenpfuht,
N of Konzen, : and Puustenbach knoll at all costs} small
enemy counterattack near Kesternlch is repelled by arty
fire. Enemy continues lgrge—scale air activity over
_Corps zone ; AA downs 31 planes and probably 14 more. A

: - Counter measures
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against parachutists are continued.

V Corps Within its smdller-zone of opérationé, result~

~ ing from boundary change between it and VII Corps, V

Corps! mission is to stabilize Monschau~Butgenbach~
Malmedy-Stavelot 1line and to be prepared to resume the
offensive with units regrouped as above, Germans con-
tinue W through gap S of Butgenbach, but are kept from
Butgenbach and important Elsenborn ridge, extending from
vieinity of Butgenbach to Elsenborn. First SS Pz Div of

" 1st SS Pz Corps, 6th SS Pz Army, has pushed two columns

W, the stronger on the N advencing along Buellingen—-
Ligneuville~Stavelot~La Gleize~-Stoumont axis: and the
weaker on the S moving on Pont~Trois Ponts-Werbomont
axis. Although RCT 26 is released from attachment to 99th
Div and reverts to lst, it continues to assist 99th and
2d Divs in holding line near. Butgenbach and protecting
Elsenborn ridge’ through which the lst SS Pz Corps hopes
to open route for II.SS Pz Corps. Identified in this
area are 12th SS Pz Div,.3d Para Div, 12th VG Div, and
277th VG Div. Germans maintain strong pressure .against
99th Div, oartlcularly in vicinity-of' Hofen and Rocherath,
and in the course. of tank-inf assaults on former tempor-
arllv penetrate positions of 3d Bn,. 395th Inf; attacks
near Rocherath ars repulsed without- loss, of ground. The
324th Engr Bn (=) is withdrawn to Elsenborn., Two bns of
23d. Inf, 2d Div, are released from attuchment to. 99th
Div,. and 99th Div is. attached to 2d Div, . Second Div
repels further inf. and armor attacks and dmproves de-
fensive positions; TF ML (elements of 3d Bn, 23d Inf,
Special Units, 23d Inf, and elements of Div Rear Echelon)

~ occupies a secondary line of resistance NW of Wirtzfeld;

TF "H" (2d Ren Tr, approximately 100 men from 23d Inf,
and Cannon Co, 9th Inf); to defend N flank of. Div,
occupies positions astride road N of Elsenborn near
German border, :

First Div starts systematic comblng of ‘woods near
Eupen for enemy paratrdopers and moves to block Ffurther
enemy movement W toward Melmedy; perimeter defense of
Weimes 1s organized, despite strong enemy pressure, and
advance ‘continued towurd Faymcnv1lle. vbywertz is
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found to be free of enemy, but Germans hold Honsfeld and
Buelllngen.

_ Ninety-ninth Bn task force arrives at lMalmedy early
in morning, and a rifle co of 526th AIB and a plat of TDs
continues to Stavelot where they delay but are unable to
prevent enemy tanks from crossing Llimbleve R. at dawn;
threat to gasoline depot in this.area is s® great that

the dump is fired, but the fire later extinguished after
enemy tanks pushing N from Stavelot -are halted, 4rmy Hg
Security Force, reinf, is organizing ridge S of Spa for
defense, Troops fromHg Co, 9th armd Gp, are ordered to
defend gasoline dump here, Low-level bombing and strafing
attack by P-47s halts cnemy column advencing NE from

La Gleize toward Andrimont and forces it to turn toward
Stoumont. Road net N of Stoumont is defended by 740th Tank
Bn and elements .of 110th A4 Gun Bn. ‘

RCT 117, 30th Div, closes in usscmbly area NW of
Malmedy at 0800, and moves its lst Bn S through Francorchamps
to ‘secure most of Stavelot NW of Ltambleve R..against
determined rb51stanco by léOO, while 2d and 3d- Bns, reinf

'by troops already on hand, organigze defense of. malmedy and

oceupy defens;vb positions along commanding: grodnd between
Malmedy and Stavelot. From assembly area near Eynatten, RCT

119 moves to Remouchamps whefe‘it splits into two columns
+in order tc intercept German' spearheads at Stoumont and
‘Habiement, Third and 1st Bns form ene column and move

toward Stoumont; 3d Bn occuples Stoumont and contacts
enemy advance guard just B of the town, while kst Bn digs

-in at Targnon, NW. of Stoumont.  Second c¢&lumny’ -consisting
-.of 2d Bn, circles W to aywaille,: ‘turns S to WGrbomont, then
'E to Habiemont where ancther enemy spearhead is contacted

and forced to withdraw toward main body near-Stoumont.
RCT 120 resumes move to S -and at -night occupies defensive
positions near Malmedy. Thirtieth Div CP is' estdblished
at Francorchamps, blocking enemy'!s path of ‘advance to
Spa and Verviers.

VIII Corps Defenses of St. Vith are reinforced as.rmo—

mentum of enemyl!s drive 1ncrcases. "The. 106th Div orders

its twe regts isclated in the Schnee Eifel to fight their
way W out of the encirelement by attacking toward -
- O %gonberg.

It,;s planned to have. 7th armd Div attack E
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from St. Vith at same time. Enemy pressure against

St. Vith continues so strong, however, that 7th Armd

Div is unable to assume the offensive, The 422d and 423d
Regts make a futile attempt to move toward Schonberg.

Bad weather prevents their supply by aire. Recht, 5

miles NW of St. Vith, is occupied by enemy before morning
and, at about 1900, elements of lst SS Pz Div cut the
E-WW road from St. Vith to Vielsalm at Poteau, 2 miles SW
of Recht, disrupting a heavy column of traffic. All

troops of 14th Cav Gp in this general area withdraw to

Petit Thier, 2 miles W of Poteau. The Group is relieved
from attachment to 106th Div and attached to 7th Armd
Liv., CCA-of 7th Armd Div recaptures Poteau.

The 112th Inf, on L flank of 28th Div, 1s unable
to stabilize its lines after withdrawing W of the Our R.
and enemy gains positions on high ground W of the river,
Lieler and Weiswampach are overrun, Bn on R flank of
112th Inf withdraws ropidly NiW, leaving a wide gap be~-
tween 112th Inf and 110th Inf on the S. By 1345, enemy
tanks are in Trois Vierges. During afternoon, roving
cnemy tanks penetrate far cnough W to shoot up columns
on the Houffalize-Bovigny road. The defenses of 110th
Inf become. completely disorganized as the core of 28th
Div crumbles under the rclentless armored thrusts which
in two days. have carried the encmy W from the Our R. to
the Clerf R. and beyond. Many of its companies have been
encircled and captured or destroyed and numerous eneny
columns are appearing behind its sector. Enemy tanks are
at Donnange, 3 miles W of Clerf, eorly in the morning.
Elements of 2d Pz Div occupy Clerf at 1030. Some remnants
of 110th Inf gather at Consthum, then withdraw to the SW.
Wilwerwiltz, Eschweiler, and Bockholz-sur~Sure have been
overrun. The L4th Engr Combat Bn and the Div Provisional
Defense Bn are in combat immsdiately NE of Wiltz.. The
109th Inf withdraws in the evening to high ground around
Diekirch. By end of day, 28th Div has lost contact with
both 112th and 110th Inf Regts. The road blocks which

Z'.._,_?,‘C,}CR of 9th aArmd Div set up on the Bastogne~St. Vith road

avg been overrun and Longvilly, only 5 miles ENE of
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Bastogne, is under attack from the SE. Enemy troops
which overran the rcn troop of 9th Armd Div during the
night advance toward Ettelbruch between 109th Inf, 28th
Div, and CCA of 9th Armd Div. All enemy penctrations in
Lth Div sector are met and contained by RCT 12 and
elements of CCi, 10th Armd Div.

‘Corps troops S .of the breakthrough are placed under
Third Army command. CCB of 10th Armd Div, however, moves
to Bastogne and is detached from 10th Armd Div and pleced
under direct operational control of VIII Corps. It has
been assigned the mission of holding that city and posts
at Noville, Longvilly, and Bras, on roads leading N and
E from Bastogne. The 35th and 158th Engr Combat Bns
maintain -road blocks still closer to Bastogne, at licrvie,
to the SE, and at- Neffe, to the E.. Tenth irmd troops
are forced during the day to fall back from Longvilly to
the defenses established by the Enges.

U.S. THIRD ARMY

Due to the enemy breakthrough in VIII Corps zone, U.S.
Third Army is given control over VIII Corps troops S of the
breakthrough..

. Starting from.v101n1ty of Lintgen, 7 mlles N of Luxembourg,
Task Forces Chamberlain, Standish, and Riley of CCi, 10th Armd

Div, pass through 4th Div and at about 0800 attack N and E

against heavy enemy opposition, ngh ground commanding Mullerthal
is obtained and the enemy is forced to withdraw slightly in the
Schwaize Ernz River arca. GConsdorf and Scheldgcn, 11 miles ENE

of Lintgen, are occupied and Berdorf, 3 mlles N of Scheidgen,

is entered but not fully secured. TF Riley pushes forward NE
from Scheidgen and contacts the 4th Div co which has been cut

off in Echternach, Fourth Div mops up small. enpmy forces which
have penetrated beyond Osweiler and Dickweiler and repulses an
attack on Dickweiler from Girst., Enemy bridging attempts E

of Echternach arc broken up by arty fire,

XX Corps Coordinated attack of 358th and 359th Iafs in
- 90th Div bridgehead clears major portion of city of
Dillingen. -The 357th Inf continues to protect L flank




Dec

1944

59

Section I:  WESTERN EUROFEAN THEATER
‘Part l: Twelfth Army Group

of bridgehcad., Regts are alerted during night for
possible enemy paratroop landings. Command of Saarlautern

‘bridgehead exclusive of Ensdorf passes from CG, 95th Div,

to CG, 5th Div, at 0600, Against continuing heavy re-
sistance, 5th Div troops take a total of 244 houses and

6 pillboxes, The 377th and 379th Regts of 95th Div enter
on rehabilitation and training program in rear assenbly
areas.. The 378th Inf continues fighting in Ensdorf,
greatly handicapped by necessity of detailing trOOps to
hold against persistant enemy 1nf11tratlon into buildings

‘or blocks already taken and of using combat troops in

carrying parties fetchlng ratlon and ammo supplies from
the Saar R, :

XII Corps Sporadic enemy arty and mortar fire falls
throughout 24 Cav Gp zone. Combat patrols find enemy
alert along Blies R. The 137th Inf of 35th Div reaches
N edge of Breiterwald forest, though still fighting by-
passed tanks and inf in the woods. Other elements are

Iflghtlng at Bliesmengen, which is vigorously defended.
" The 320th Inf fights most of day before securing farm W
.of Gersheim. Elements of 87th Div occupy Medelsheim, 7

miles N of Rohrbach-les-Bitche, and send patrol N into
Seyweiler. Eightieth Div and 4th Armd Div are alerted

Afor movement N some 120 miles to assist in checking the

Jermgn breakthrough in Belgium and Luxembourg, in the
Ardennes.

19 U.S. NINTH ARMY

Ninth Army is instructed to assume tnp defensive and

assist First irmy.

U.S. FIRST ARIAY.

VII Corps Thlrd rmd Div is a351gned to XVIII Corps
(hlrborne), prlor to this assignment, CCi, on 18 Dec, and
CCB, this date, were a351gned to V Corps, but Iater
ordered to XVIII Corps (nlrborne) iside from slight
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19 changes in disposition of troops-tq insure defense in
Cont . - depth, Corps. positions remain unchanged. Fifth Armd Div,

preparatory to attacking 20 Dec, shifts CCA and CCB
boundaries, giving Bergheim and high ground to the E to
former; Lth Cav Gp is attached to CCB to assist it in
clearing Untermaubach, Obermaubach, and pockets of re-
sistance through Boghelm to the Roerj; 15th AIB is de-
tached from CCB and attached to CCA whose mission is to
clear high ground W. of Winden, At night, patrol of 78th
Div initiates relief of some 50 personnel of 2d Bn, 310th
Inf, who have been trapped in Kesternich since .15 Dec,
and by morning of 20 Dec gets all of them back safely.
Enemy activity is largely defensive, but hara351ng fire
falls at several points, and small air raids occur..
During 24-hour period ending at 0600, Corps AA establishes
~record against enemy aircraft, bringing down 77 and probably
33 more. .

v Corps ‘Second and 99th Divs prel further attacks in
their sectors and start movement to new defensive po~
sitions from which to protect Elsenborn ridge. Ninth Div
(-RCT 47, already in V Corps zone, and RCT 60) moves to
V Corps and occupies defensive positions in zone of 2d
Div in Kalterherberg-Elsonborn areas; RCT 47 holds line
-Konzen—monschau-Hofen—Kalterherborc to'N of RCT 39;
‘elements of 2d-and 99th Divs are relieved by 9th Div.
First Div holds E-W line E of Melmedy, from Waimes E to
R flank of 2d Div; positions of 2d Bn, 26th Inf, near
Butgenbach hold against strong pressure. CCA, 3d Armd
Div, relieves 18th Inf, 1st Div, of defense of Eupen, A
but 18th Inf continues to mop up paratroopers in woods.S -
of Eupen while mov1ng to lst Div area.
’  To ‘the W, German hopes of nrc.lnzmg gasollne depots
in Stavelot-~Spa area are dimmed: enemy is cleéared from
vicinity of the dump mear Stavelot, and his attempts to
reach that S of Spa are blocked. First Ba of 117th Iaf,
30th Dlv, clears all resistance in Stavelot N of LtAmbleve
"R. and holds galns against detcrmlned counterattdcks from
E, W, and Sf7; engineers blow the bridge at night, cutting:
off encmy from.supplles and reservcs.. Relieved of its
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mission of defending Malmedy by 3d Bn, of 120th Inf, 3d

Bn of 117th Inf moves to vicinity of Francorchamps and
from there attacks toward La Gleize, stopping en route

long enough to block enemy thrust to the Nj; Ruy, Cour,

and Roanne are captured and defensive pasitions established.-
Army Hq Security Force, reinf, has now orgenized ridge

S of Spa for defense, and with M-51s and A4 personnel in
inf role forces rcn party of 1lst SS Pz Div moving toward
gasoline dump to withdraw from vicinity of Andrimont
toward La Gleize., Determined assault against 3d Bn of
119th Inf, 30th Div, by enemy tanks -and inf forces it to
withdraw from positions E of Stoumont through lst Bn;

1st Bn halts enemy 200 yards E of Stoumont Station; in
this action 3d Bn suffers heavy casualties and loses all
its T weapons, and Germans lose 1l tanks and /4 half-tracks;
3d Bn establishes strong road block NW of Stoumont. Eighty-
second 4/B Div is detached from Corps at 1500 and reverts
to XVIII Corps (hirborne); shortly afterward, elements
relieve 2d Bn, 119th Inf, in vicinity of Habiemont and
latter moves to Targnon. CCB of 3d Armd Div is attached

to Corps to assist 30th Div and at 1350 crosses departure
line for assembly positions just S of Theux.. The 740th
Tank Bn is attached to 119th Inf =t noon, and at 1530,

119th Inf with attachments is attached to XVIII Corps
_(Alrbornb)

XVIII Corps (4/B) Corps ‘becomes operational and takes
over responsibility for region generally S of L'imbleve

R. to include Houffalize, key road center bhetween St. Vith
and Bastogne, with mission of holding N flank of enemy.
Eighty-second 4/B Div, after closing.in Verbomont area
during morning, sends 504th and 505th Para Regts E to
occupy Rahier and Basse Bodeux, respectively, religving
:élemenﬁs of 30th Divjy co of 508th Para Inf moves SE and

~occupies crossroads just N of Floret, about a mile E of

Bra, 325th Glidér Inf blocks roads in vicinity of Barvaux,
S0 of Werbomont, with its 3¢ Bn, and occupies Grandmenil

‘and Manhay, due S of Werbomont, with its Co F. . Third

Armd Div (~CCh and CCB) is attached to Corps and under
cover of darkness starts toward Hotton-Le. Grand Pre area. -
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© VIII Corps Radio communication with 422d Inf, 106th

Div, is lost. Both this regt and the 423d Inf are still
struggling futilely for a way out of their encirclement
in the Schnee Eifel, Hope of relieving these regts is

- abandoned, but the St, Vith and Bastogne defenses have

been strengthened and enemy pressure on Corps front is
somewhat less heavy than on preceding day. CCA of 7th
Armd Div retains its hold on Poteau, 6 miles NW of St.
Vith, - Reorganized remnants of 1l4th Cav Gp attached to

- 7th Armd Div serve to protect Corps L flank in vicinity

of Vielsalm, Gouvy, location of an ammo dump on the
Houffalize-St, Vith road, is cleared and kept open by

- armor from CCA, 7th Armd Div. CCB of 7th Armd and CCB

of 9th Armd maintain an aggressive defense in area
immediately E of St. Vith. - CP of 106th Div has been

. moved from St. Vith to Vielsalm., The 112th Inf, 28th.
. Div, is attached to 106th Div in vicinity of Huldange,

at N extremity of Luxembourg, A bn of 112th Inf moves
to Beiler area to establish link with 424th Inf, Enemy
seizes vital crossroads 1 mile SW of Malscheid, gaining
use of a good highway to the SW., On S sector of 28th
Div front, elements at Wiltz are forced to abandon po-
sitions there at midnight, under orders to infiltrate W

;and SW through the German lines to regain friendly lines.

Div CP is moved to Sibret, 4 miles SW of Bastogne. After
defending the Diekirch area all day and causing the enemy
heavy losses, 109th Inf w1thdraws during nlght Lo the

- Grosbous~Ettelbruck area.”

The 10lst Airborne Div,. First Allied Airborne Army,
which was attached to this:corps on 17 Dec for employment
on the S flank, arrives at Bastogne and takes up defensive

.positions E and NE of the :.city, coming at once into

contact with the enemy. . In this same general area, CCB

of 10th Armd Div and the.158th and 35th Engr Combat Bns
are fighting off constant attempts of enemy armor and inf
to penetrate the city from the N or E. Bastogne-Longvilly
road becomes jammed with armd elements under heavy enemy
TD and bullet fire. ,.Much American armor is destroyed

here in the confused fighting that takes place between
Longvilly and lMageret, scarcely more than 3 miles E of
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19 Bastogné;':With enemy troops already behind it, TF =
Cont Cherry is forced to withdraw from Neffe., TF OtHara

withdraws to Marvie after being attacked on the Wiltz
road., The 50Lst Para Inf (non-div), attached to 10lst

A/B Div, attacks B in an attempt to restore the road

block at Longvilly and to take the town of Wardin, 2

miles S of Mageret., It fails in its first objective

but succeeds in éentering Wardin and holding it temporarily.
By midnight, 50lst.Para Inf holds a line E of Bastogne
running through Bizory, Neffe, and Marvie., The 506th

Para Inf, which attacks NE along Bastogne-Houffalize
‘road, joins Team Desobry of CCB, 10th Armd, in a battle
against enemy armor at Noville. Enemy attack cuts off
10lst A/B Div service area, about 8 miles WNW of Bastogne,
and most of the personnel and all of the equipment of the
Div Medical Co are lost., Remnants of CCR, 9th Armd Div,
which have infiltrated back to Bastogne from vicinity

of Oberwampach and Longvilly are organized as TF Pyle,
under control of 10lst 4/B Div, and given a sector to
defend in vicinity of Villeroux, 3 miles SW .of Bastogne.
The 705th TD Bn arrives at Bastogne in the evening, having
come from N of Aachen. Because of a German road block
at Bertogne, the Bn came into Bastogne via Champlon,

after establishing a road block of its own N of Laroche,
At day's end, the enemy has clmost completely surrounded
Bastogne, with small roaming elements infiltrating through
American lines as far W as St. Hubert and as far S as 5
miles N of Arlon, '

UwS. THIRD ARMY

At a meeting with Lt, Gen Patton at Thionville, Maj. Gen.
“Morris is made a provisional corps commander, with 4th Div, in
addition to 10th Armd Div (~CCB), being placed under his
control, Mission of His forces is to hold enemy. in place
along entire S .flank of the penctration and includes immediate
job of plugging 3-mile gap betwsen CCh, 9th Armd Div, and RCT
109, 28th Div, in vieinity SE of Ettelbruck. 'CCA of 10th armd
- Div is still engeged in house-to-house fighting in Berdorf,
where very little:progress is made. Enemy.forces cut the
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19 Consdorf-Berdorf road. - Combat -is also particularly heavy at
Cont Hill 329, 2 miles W of Echternach. BEnemy reinforces area
about Echternach and more troops cross Sauer R. from Minden
to Steinheim in 4th Div sector. In local counterattacks,
12th Inf ellmlndt@s small enemy groups Wthh have 1nflltrated
Div lines.

XX Corps Corps commences & general withdrawal from its
positionq K of Saar R. Enemy act1v1ty increases E and

S of Beckingen, on N flank of 90th Div bridgehead. In
afternoon Div recelves . oxder to begin withdrawal of all
units to.W bank of Saar R. and at once starts ferrying
armor back across the river. Pressing_th01r attack in
the Saarlautern-Roden——Fraulautern area, 2d and 1lth RCTs
of 5th Div capture total of 283 houses and 4 pillboxes.
Ninety~fifth Div'!s 378th Inf makes no apprucIaqu advance
in Ensdorf. All captured pillboxes and. emplacements are
being prepared for demolition. Withdrawal from Ensdorf
sector of Scarlautern blldgehéad starts during night of
19——20 Dec.

III Corps Corps ls orderud N for attuck avalngt S flank

of enemy forces in the ”bulgb.” TF. Flckctt and 6th Armd

Div pass to XI1 Corps control . On an ordcr that is

countermanded. later in the ddy, 9th and 10th irmd Divs and
- 4th Div of VIII Corps, First Army, are temporarlly atbached

to this corps and 80th Div and Ath nde Div temporarlly

relieved from attachment to it.

XII Corps Sixth irmd Div returns from III Corps. to XII
Corps control; TF Fickett (6th Cav Gp, Reinf.), also,
comes under Corps control. Fourth armd Div and 30th Div
are being transferred to III Corps and moved NW into
Luxembourge Bnemy arty fire .continues heavy along 35th
Div front; Div is ordered to hold and consolidate.. During
‘night of 19—20 Dec, 137th Inf repels several counter-
attacks in. area 3 miles NE of Sarreguemines, Eighty-.
‘seventh Div maintains and improves defensive positions
across German border, just E of Blies R. . Long-range
harassing firs 1s received during afternoon and night.
Elements of 12th armd Div, XV Corps, relieve 25th Cav Sq,
o irid Div, in its positions.ca N flank of XV Corps.

o
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20 Situation is extremely fluid. Enemy attacking forces in

the N, where 6th SS Pz army is striking toward Liege, include
two Pz divs, one para div, and five inf divs. To the S, 5th
Pz Army spearheads are closing in on Bastogne and continuing
to the W toward St. Hubert.

In early afternoon, U. S« First and Nlnth Armies come under
operational control of Twenty-first army Group (British), and
operational control of VIII Corps, U.S. First army, passes to
U.S. Third Army. Tactical air forces of U.S. 9th Air Force
supporting units N of the breakthrough are placed under oper-
ational ¢ommand of RAF. New boundary between Twonty-first
and Twelfth iLrmy Groups runs from Givet, on the Meuse R.,
through Houffalize and on toward Pruem, Germany. VIIT Corps
units N of new Army Group boundary pass to control of XVIII
Corps (airborne). Aidjacent to U.S. First army, XXX Corps of
British Second Army operates on N and W flanks of enemy salient.

. U.sSe NINTH aRMY

XlII Corps Elghtyhfourth Div is attached to Flrst Army
-and starts movement to assembly area ‘at Marche, Belgium,
uespon31b111ty for Corps front assumed by, lO?d Dlv.

XIX Corgs SecOnd frmd Div is released from XIZ Corps
and placed in Ninth army reserve. Twenty-ninth Div takes
“over defensc of Corps sector. ‘

U.S. FIRST «RUY

VII Corps Fifth armd Div resumes attack toward the Roer.
CCB, with 4th-Cav Gp and -2d Bn of 330th Inf, 83d Div,
attached, captures Bogheim; blocks Winden-Untermaubach
highway, and sends elements into Untermaubach where
stubborn resistance from encmy supported by cross fire
from MGs, AT grenades, and bazockas makes progress from
house to house very slow; mine field halts CCB elements
attempting to clear wooded area SE of Bogheim., CCa gains
high ground W of Winden and digs in, although this region
1s later under scvere arty, morter, and tink fire from
Winden, ‘other elements of CCi reach outskirts of Schneid-
hausen where heavy fire from the town augmented by fire
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" from E bank of the Roer stops advance., CCB's road block

on the Winden=-Untermaubach road is means of halting and
dispersing German tracked vehicles from Winden attempting

' to reach Untermaubach; troops and vehicles from Untermaubach

are also caught in the trap. - Remaining units of Corps
regroup and improve defensiwve positionse. Although 84th
Div is attached to Corps, effective this date, it is
verbally attached to-XVIII Corps (hirborne) until 22 Dec,
pending arrival of VII Corps in new zoncj leading clements
of 84th Div reach hgrche during night.

V Corps Second and 99th Dlvs'complete withdrawal tc new
defensive positions before Elscnborn ridge, shift and
relieve units, and organize secondary defensive line.
Germans launch three strong attacks, employing inf, tanks,
and SP guns, against 99th Div line W of Wirtzfeld; two

of these are repulsed without loss of ground, but the

third, a two-pronged assault by about two.bns of inf and

20 tanks, penetrates 99th Div lines slightly; penetration
is sealed off and units inside lines dispersed or
eliminated, I'irst Div cléars enemy paratroopers from
assigned wone S of Hupen and'to_thc'slstops determined
tank-inf assaults by 12th SS Pz Div in Butgenbach=Faymonville
area; 2d Bn of 26th Inf is still under heavy.enemy pressure.
Ninth Div takes over its new zone on N rlank of Corps at
0730. In Malmedy-Stavelot sector, 30th Div is detached
from V Corps and attached to XVIII Corps (airborne) at

13003 for action prior to this hour, see XVIII Corps.

XVITI Corps (L/B) GCB, 3d 4rmd Div, attacks southward

at 0830 toward L'Ambleve R, to establlsh defehsive po=-
sitions between Stoumont and La GlblZC, but is halted by
flank guards of cnemy tank column driving from La Gleize

toward Stoumont; at 1700, CCB is attached to BOth Div,

Thirticth Div (~119th Inf), with attachments, is released

from V Corps control and attached to XVIII Corps (4/B) at

1300,. Two hours latcr, ll?th Inf, revurts to 30th Div

'control. Div continues to malntaln and 1mprove defensive
vp051t10ns in Malmedy-Stavelot arca, and ‘attacks to seize
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La Gleize and Stoumgnt,fbloéking fafther‘wéstﬁard;pene—

tration of N column of lst SS Pz Div spearheading main

effort of 6th SS Pz sarmy. Third Bn, 117th Inf, in con-
‘junction with elements of CCB, 3d armd Div, renews attack
SW toward La Gleize at 0800; cutting Stavelot-La Gleize
road at Roanne Cooj Co K succeeds in entering the town on

~the N, but is forced out by determined resistance from

armd 1nf. at 1600, 119th Inf, employing two bns,‘attacks
E to secure Stoumcnt, in conJunctlon with another .column
of 'CCB, 3d armd Div, and is halted just 500 yards from
the town by stiff resistance from inf, tanks, and direct
fire weapons.. Elements of 117th Inf defending Stavelot
and high ground NE withstand repeated attacks by armor

and inf from W and SW and frustrate several enemy atterpts
to establish bridgehead across Ltimbleve Re., while 120th
Inf defends Malmedy and patrols S.. TF Harrison, consisting
of 119th Inf, CCB of 3d armd Div, tanks, TDs, dnd ~other
supporting unlts, is created at 2100..

Third Armd Div (-CCA and CCB), after closing in
Hotton area at 1145, attacks E and SE to secure Manhay-
Houffalize rozd, committing 83d Armd Ren Bn, reinf, in
three columns. -On L, column reachcs ManhaybHouffaliza
rcad W of malcmprc, tanks, arty, and mortars halt center
column at Docnamps, but a ren plat is sent S to Samree
and another E to obgectlve R column advances along L'Ourthe
R. to point S. of Samree where enemy is contacted and ad-
vance halted to aWdlt clearance of Samree.. During night,
Gerpons infiltrate at Samree and Dcchamps.

Elghty~sccond 4/B Div contlnues its, castward thrusts
from.v101n1ty of Rahier and Basse Bodeux lst Bn of 504th
Para’ Inf attacks toward Cheneux at 1400.in effort to
secure the town and brldge over Ltambleve R..here, thus
blocking further enemy movement across river, and gains
W limits of town where it is strongly engaged by bn of
S column of lst SS Pz Div; 505th Para Inf establishes
bridgehead across the Salm R..with two plats, one crossing
at Trois Ponts and the other at La Tour, and gains thinly-
held defensive line along the river from the bridgehead
S to point 8 of Grand Halleux. To extend this line to
include Vielsalm and Hebronval, 508th Para Inf starts
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toward former and 325th Glider Inf toward latter.. Div
is to attempt Lo contact U.S. unlta in VlC]SulM?St Vlth

Loaraca,

' Suventh armd Div and lOéth Inf Div, w;th attachmunts,
are dtt&Chbd to Corps.

VIII Corp Radlo communchtlon with 423d Inf, lOéth Div,
ceases. Last reported location of elements of 422d and

423d Infs was in vicinity of Ober Laschsid and Radscheid,

about 3 miles SE of Schonb@rg. Pressure on St. Vith from
E and S increases. The 424th Inf of 106th Div is attacked
in vicinity of Maspelt by clements of 62d VG Div. Corps
units engaged in the defense of St. Vith (7th armd Div,
106th Div, CCB of 9th armd Div, and 112th Inf of 28th
Div) pass to control of XVIII Corps (airborne) at end of
a day of bitter combat,.

On Corps S flank, CCB's Task Force Dcsobry of 10th
armd Div and elements of. 506th Para Inf (10lst 4/B Div)

~and- of 705th TD Bn beccome surrounded in course of fighting

at Nov1lle, oil Bastognb—Houffallze highway, and 502d Para
Inf countbrattacks from Recogne against enemy, forces S

of Nov1llb, in order to relieve pressure on the TF and

the troops fl&htlng beside it. ldost of these forces
succead in fighting thceir way out of this local. encircle-

ment on the perlmpter of the largpr vnc1rclcmbnb of the

‘Bastogne area. The lOlo A/B Div extends its defensive

line to the W and Sw of Bastogne, assisted by reimnants

of CCR, Yth armd Div, and by CCB of 10th ikrmd Div, both
of which are later attached to it, dlong with the 705th
™ Bn’ @nd with strag glers escaped to Bastognu from other
units. 4. tank battle begins ut 1125 at Marv1u, lcSS than
2 rilles SE of Bastogne, 1nvolv1no the 327th Gli Inf and

TR C'Haru of lOLh Krmd Div, nftbf ovar an hour of close-

in flghtlng the town is clear again. Tanty~f1Vb miles

SE of Bastognn, 109th Inf of 28th Div establishes defensive
line Ettclbruck—Obefpulun—Msrzl .and’ also has ioerS

near Ermsdorf, 6 miles ESE of Ettelbruck backing up CCi

of 9th Armd DlV, to which it is attached’ on this date, -
Enemy is in’ pOSSGSSlOH of Waldbillig,” 6-miles W of

Echterna ch. SW of Bastognb, 28th D1v Hq, w1th remnants
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20 of 110th Inf, organizes stragglers to set up a road block
Cont on the Neufchateau—BasLogne highway. W of Bastogne, as

far as St. Hubert, Corps Engrs create a system of road
blocks and. demolish bridges leading W and SW, Before
night, the fngrs are under attack at Ortheuville,
Lavacherie, Sprimont, and anberloup and are being forced
back., Road blocks near Martelange, 12 miles S of
Bastogne on Arlon highway, are also under encmy fire
before end of period. &t Recogne and Libramont, NNW
of Neufchateau, Hq of 7th TD Group organizes about
1,000 stragglers and an arty bn to defend roads leading
1nto these towns.

4t 1330, operational control of Corps passes to
Third army. ' ‘

Twelfth Army Group
U.S. THIRD ARMY

For operations of VIII Corps, mhich passes to control
of this army at 1330, see¢ obove .section dealing with units
fighting under both TWplith nrmy Group and Twcnty~f1rst aArmy
Group on this date.

IIT Corps Corps moves its.Hq from ketz to, hrlon, Belgium,
and 4th Armd Div and 26th and 80th Inf Divs begin assembling
in nrlon—Luxcmbourg area., CCB elumbnts of 4th drmd Div
push forward to vicinity of Buatognb; contact 10lst a/B

Div and 10th armd Div, and are placcd towporarily under

VIII Corps. Units of 80th Div tuku'up Teserve battle
positions on high ground N and NE of ucrsch, near cons-
fluence of alzette and Mamer RlVbTb.'

Provisional Corps Nlnetleth'CaV“ch~Sq (~) occupies
Stegen=Schieren gap in line SE of Ettelbruck. Weather
continues foggy. CCn, 10th armd Div, continues mopping
up operations in vicinity S of Berdert (W of Echternach),
but Berdorf, itsslf, is evacuated by american troops and
reoccupled by enemy. Aswqth:Div eloménts move up to
hold UOulthHS galncd by CCh, latter withdraws to

. asscubly areas near ElsenbOTn,'B m;; ; of L%gonbourg-
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Tanks of TF Rilsy, CCA, assist 12th Inf, L4th Div, elements
in attempt to rescue 12th Inf co trdppLd in Echternach,

with which cgntact has‘agdln been lost. 4after bitter

fighting, the outskirts of Echternach are recached, but
team fails to reach isolated unit. Osweiler, 2 miles S
of Echternach, rcceives heavy enemy arty and mortar fire.,
Forces are also sent W to help keep Mersch-arlon road
open and to reconnoiter N of it. &t a mecting at CP, L4th
Div, Lt. Gen. Patton adds 5th Div, CCa of 9th armd Div,
and RCT 109 of 28th Div to units placed under Maj. Gen.
Morris! Provisional Corps with hq at 10th armd Div Hq.
CCh, 9th Armd Div, is directly attached to 10th iArmd Div.

XX Corps Third Cav Gp (Reinf.) is attached to 90th Div
as latter prepares to take over Corps N flank arca along
Saar R. While interdictory fire wards off expscted
enenmy attack on N flank of its bridgehead, 90th Div pro-
ceceds with difficult task of withdrawing 9 inf bns.and
some 100 vchicles to the ¥ bank of the Saar R. with the
aid of a single ferry, a foot bridge, and a few assault
boats. FEngr units are busy destroying all pillboxes and

‘fortifications in the bridgehead area and placing booby

traps and 4P and AT mines in Dillingen and Pachten.
Ninety-fifth Div's 378th Inf withdraws from Ensdorf -

_after 15 days of bitter fighting in which about two~thirds
of the town was captured, Eleventh RCT of 5th Div captures

5 city blocks in house-to-house fighting, Second RCT

clears one city block and during evening starts relief
of 11th RCT in Saarlautern bridgehead. RCT 10 moves to
agsembly area NE of Luxenmbourg. Fifth ' Div is added to
the units comlng under the Prcv1o¢onal Corps formed on

VIIT Corpw S flank,

”-XII Qorgs As Corps components shift N frbm’Sérreguemines
~ zone of action to Luxembourg scctqr,-units of XV.Corps

(Seventh army). take over responsibility for line they
held. : Patrol of 2d Cav Sg sugceeds in.crossing Blies R.

in NE outskirts of Sazrpguemlncs but is:unable +ta penetrate
further than N bank. Enemy counterattacks 35th Div clements

, o ocakong:Blies Re ‘from woods N and NE of.Habkirchen. The
ﬁ% ﬁ WWJ
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. 134th Inf is pushed back to S edge of Reinheim Woods.
During night of 20~21 Dec, 35th Div's relief is begun
by 87th Div, when 346th Inf relieves 320th Inf in its zone
‘along German border and Blies R. in area N of Bliesbruck,
Eighty-seventh Div continues to improve its defensive
positions. FREnemy arty fire intense along entire front,
Leading elements of Div are now 3% miles from Siegfried
Line, Control of Corps area passes from XII Corps to
v Corpu at midnight,

Twenty-first army Group

Letter of instructions published this daté says British
XX Corps, consisting of 43d, 53d, and Guards sarmd Divs, will
assemble in group reserve in Louvain-St. Trond~Hasselt area.

U.S. NINTH &RMY

Ninth sArmy is instructed to take over VII Corps zone and
is relnforced by British 51st Highland Div and 6th Guards Tank
Brig,

XIX Corps Second Armd Div is released to First Army and
at night starts on 22-hour road march from assembly area
near Baesweiler, Germany, to vieinity of Huy, Belglum.

At 2400, Ninth Army boundary is moved S to include VII
Corps sector of First army. XIX Corps becomes résponsible
for former VII Corps sector with 104th, 83d, 5th Armd
(~CCR), 8th, and 78th Divs (N to S) in present locations
under command, XIII .Corps takes over former XIX Corps
front and 29th Div,

XVI Corgs ngentymfifth;Div is.releaéed.to Firsf,Army.
ULS + FIRST AiRMY

New L boundarj is O&tqulSth on line Tonﬂreb Vl&@-Aubel—

"ﬁgfbesta]-Eupen—Konzen, all towns inclusive to First army.

Bounddry between V and XVIII Corps (4/B) is established,
runnlng from Verviers (to V Corps) to Malmudy (to AVIII Corpo)
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VII Corps Fifth armd Div continues attacks against stiff
resistance all along front. CCi pushes about half way
into Schneidhausen, and CCB gains approx1mately half of
Untermaubach, Germans suffer further losses in personnel
and materiel at road block on Winden-Untermaubach road,
and are prevented from bringing in reinforcements to

Untermaubach. On S flank of CCB, 4th Cav Gp overcomes

resistance in woods SE of Bogheim end gains positions
overlooking Obsrmaubach; relief of this Gp is initiated
by lst Bn of 12lst Inf, &th Div, and at midnight A4th Cav
Gp reverts to Corps control. -Third Bn, 31lth Inf, is
released from attachment to 8th Div and reverts to 78th
Div. RCT 60, 9th Div, after relief by 413th Inf, 104th
Div, is detached from 104th Div and moves to Ouffet,
Belgium, XIX Corps of Ninth army assumes control of

" VII Corps zone at midnight; VII Corps is to move 1mmbd1ately

to Marche-Hotton area, SW of Licge, where it will be em~

.ployed against the N sector of German salient to prevent

enemy from reaching first main objective, the Meuse R.

V Corps Corps front extends from new First Army boundary

“on the L generally S from Konzen to W of Krinkelt, then
almost due W to Malmedy. On N of Corps, 9th Div with

102d Cav Gp and 3d Bn of 395th Inf attached holds. front
from N boundary S to point about thrse mllcs S of Alzen,
Second and 99th Divs hold zone down to vlclnlty of
Krinkelt, Line W past Waimes is assigned to 1lst Div.
Thirtieth Div has front from Malmedy W to Stoumont.
Ninety-ninth Div frustrates numerous enemy attempts
to attack, bringing enemy movement and concentrations of

~tanks and inf under arty fire. Germans employ white flag
»ruse frequently -in attempts tio maneuver into attack po-

sitions. CChi, 3d armd Div, is rcleased from attachment

to Corps' and reverts to parent Div, moving from viecinity
of Fupen to Werbomont area, Furthsr attacks by 12th SS

Pz Div to secure bls»nborn ridge are repulsed by lst Div,
with heavy losses ‘to both Gerran and U.S. forces; 26th

Inf is hard hlt and cofmunileations: of its 2d Bn temporarily
knocked out by severc arty Barrage, but line holds. On

9th Div front, L7th L ounds up 80 prisoners, mostly
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paratroopers, in Monschau arca and searches the town for
enenmys elements of 39th Inf rout small hostile force in
Monschau Forest. Div CPmoves from vicinity of Sourbrodt
to Eupen arca, ' : ‘

XVIII Corps (i/B) Seventh armd Div's CCB withdraws from
Ste. Vith at night, since enemy pressurc here is unabated.
Troops cut off I of the town are to make their way back
as best they can, CCa rcpelo attacks in vicinity of
Poteau and forces Germans to abandon ambush on St. Vith-
Poteau roade. CCR zons’ is relatively quiet, and elements
clear Vielsalm~Poteau road.. Germans infiltrate during
night. into Hinderhausen,,threatenihg emergency withdrawal
route to Commanster and Vielsalm. CCB of 9th Armd Div
is relieved from attachment to lOéth Div wnd attached to
7th Armd Div,

Eighty-second 4/B Div, with two bns of 504th Para
Inf, overcomes strong opposition at Cheneux, inflicting

" considerable losses on lst SS Pz Div in men and armor;

captures neighboring town, Mconceau; drives enemy across
& &) ] 3

‘Llimbleve R, and occupies positions on S bank of the

river, To the SE, 505th Para- Inf, under strong pressure
from other elements of lst SS Pz Div, gets two cos of

2d Bn across the Salm at Trois Ponts and maintains de-
. fensive line S to vicinity of Grand Halleux. Farther

S, 508th Para and 325th Glider Regbs occupy line Vielsalm-

Hebronval-Regne without enemy contact and ere pushing

pdtfbls Se. Contact is made by 82d A/B Div with 7th irmd

- Div, 106th Div, elements of 28th Div, and CCB of 9th irmd
“DlV ~in St. Vith scctor. These units are cut off from
remainder of erst Army except in small area of 82d i/B

llnc from Vielsalm to Salmchatsau. :
La Gleize and Stoumont dgain resist with tanks and

-1nf renewed assaults of 30th Div: TF Harrison attacks 3

and W for La Gleize at 1040, but is held up by bitter
resistance after gain of about 1,000 yards. The 117th

Inf fares better, attacking E and SE at 0830 with 3d Bn
‘and scizing three small towns (Ster, Renardmont, and

Parfondray) just W of Stavelot. Repeated enemy attempts
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to cross river near Stavelot are blocked. The. 120th Inf,
maintaining defensive positions and road blocks in

vicinity of lMalmedy, frustratés determined efforts of

encmy tanks and inf to gain Malmedy-Spa road after hard
fighting in which seven enemy tanks are knocked out.
First Bn of 55lst Para Inf (non-div), reinf, is attached
to 30th Div and closes in vicinity of Ster.

Elements of 116th Pz Div launch strong inf-tank
assault on Hotton during morning:and cnter the town where
3d irmd Div Hq Co, Div Signal Co, Hg of 23d wrmd Engr Bn,
and service clements of the Div are located; local defense
is hastily organized with meager equipment on hand, and
enemy is driven back to edgé of town. CCR succeeds in

getting small forecc of tanks and inf from Soy to Hotton

by flanking N of road, but force scnt along road makes
but slight progress. Other elemsnts of 3d nrmd Div meet
stiff resistance in renewed attacks to secure Manhay-
Houffalize road: although L column (TF Kane) withstands
tank-inf assaults against road block at critical junction
SE of Manhay, both the center (TF Orr) and R.(TF Hogan)
columns are driven back by fierce resistance to. defensive

.positions in vicinity of amonines and’ Bcffc, respectively.,
TF Kane contacts 82d i/B at Hebroaval. CCi reverts to

3d srmd Div from 'V Corps and starts movement to vicinity

- of Werbomont,

Eighty-fourth Div, operationally under thls corps
although attached to VII Corps, starts organization of
perimeter defense of Marche with first-arrived units,
334th Inf; a co each moves to Hotton and Hampteau where
enemy is contacted and driven offj L of 7 enemy tanks
destroyed at former. In tompliance with orders to hold
enemy S of lMarche-Hotton road at all costs, a thinly-held
line is established running from crossroads near Bois de
Chardonne, B of Marche, to lienil-Hampteau-Hotton-Melreux,
a distance of about seven miles, Important road center
of Marche is in grave danger, since 84th Div is in direct
line of enemy threat and has ‘no frlbndly force) on . its R
or L flanks. :
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Twelfth army Group

. idvance hq of Fifteenth army evacuates Chateau d!irdennes
near

U.S.

*

Dlnant and moves to Cerfontaine, Belgium.
THIRD ARMY

VIII Corps Enemy lays siege to Bastogne and extends his
forces to the W on either side. Twenty-eighth Div units

in the vieinity of Sibret are attacked early in the morning
and forced SW to Vaux-les-Rosiéres, where a strong road
block is established, Enemy troops cross the Neufchateau-
Bastogne highwey in force, cutting off the supply line to
Bastogne from the SW, and occupying Vllleruux, Morhet,

and Chenogne, as well as Sibret. sbout 63 miles NW of
Sibret, Co B.of 3d Bn, 327th Gli Inf, 10lst i/B Div, de-
stroys German strongpoint newly established at crossroads
on Bastogne-St. Hubert road at S end of the Bois de Herbaimont.
Later, at about 0730, same co destroys an enemy arty battery
coming from the direction of 'Salle. The position is
abandoned, however, on learning that enbmy has blown high-
way bridges on either side, rendering the highway: useless.,
The 10lst 4/B Div is heavily attacked three times during
the day. N of Bastogne, units of 502d Para’ Inf "101st

A/B Div, withdraw from Recogne, shortening the line and
linking up with 506th Para Inf*-on the R.  Units of these
two regts envelop estimated bn of enemy along:RR track in
locality slightly over 2 miles NE of Bastogne. 4 large
amount of enemy armor and inf is concentrating near Givry
and Bertogne, 5 to 6 miles NW.of the city.  Both ammo and
food supplies of Bastoghe garrison are running low. Second

" Pz Divy in the clear NW of Bastogne, appears -headed for

the Meuse R., but is delayed by 327th Gli Inf rocad block
SE ¢f Tenneville cn Marche-Bastogne road. Enemy units are
in St, Hubert before dark.

III Ccrps Fourth irmd Div.finishes assembling at arlon,
Belgium, and CCB elements return from VIII Corps control.
Twenty-sixth. Div units are in wvicinity of Eischen,

- Luxembourg, while: 80th Div units are concentrated NE of

Luxembourg . citys i
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21 Provisional Corps Elements of CCa, 10th urmd Div, clear
Cont Consdor f-Mullerthal area NW of Scheidgen. Heavy casualties

" are incurred in unsuccessful attempt by TF Chamberlain to
seize and hold Waldbillig., CCL of 9th sarmd Div joins with
CCR of 10th .rmd Div to constitute CCX, 10th srmd Div.
Enemy attacks directed from Echternach area toward: Consdorf
-and Osweiler are repulsed by 4th Div clements under heavy
enemy arty fire. No communication is had with troops cut
off in Echternach, RCT 10 of 5th Div is attached to 4th
Div. on its L flank, Provisional Corps troops are trans-
ferred to control of XII Corpse ‘

XX Corps Front remains inactive on I flank of Corps, be-
- tween Loselle and Saar Rivers. Third Cav Gp (Reinf.) is
attached to 90th Div as latter extends its zone to in-
clude sector NW of Merzig, HNinetleth Div elements con-
tinue to evacuate their bridgehead area E of the Saar
R., striving to empty it completely by 0800 of 22 Dec.
Enemy arty fire on bridge and ferry sites increases and
hits on the ferry put it out of commission, in afternoon.
- Town of Wallerfangen and other approachés to the ferry
sites also receive-intense arty fire. Roads on E side
of river are deteriorating and the banks are steep and
slippery, since river is zt low ebb. The 377th Inf (-2d
' Bn) ‘and the 379th Inf (~3d Bn) of 95th Div relieve 2d
Inf, 5th Div, in the shrunken Saarlautern bridgehead.
Fifth Div troops continue movement to assembly area NE
" of Luxembourg, while RCT 2 continues to hold Saarlautern
bridgehead until relieved by 95th Div during the night.
- 8ixth armd Div with TF Fickett (6th Cav Gp, Reinf,)
attached, holding Wadgassen-Welferding line, has been
temporarily attached to this corps, pendlng rellef by
XV Corps‘units., :

XII Corps Elements of 2d Cav Sq disperse with Sw fire

an enemy patrol sent to blow bridge in Sarreguemines.
Thirty-fifth Div assembles S and E of Puttelange following
completion of its relief by 44th Div. Eighty-seventh Div
pesses to XV Corps control and 6th urmd Div, with 6th Cav
Gp attached, is temporarily assighed to XX Corps. Corps




Dec
1944,

77

Section I: WESTERN EUROPELN THEATER
Part Ll: Twenty~first and Twelfth army Groups

assumes command of A4th and 5th Inf Divs, RCT 109 of 28th
Div, and 10th armd Div (=CCB) with CCi of 9th armd Div
attached, all of which units have been under the Pro-
visional Corps established in VIII Corps zone on 19 Dec.

sdvance CP opens-at Luxembourg at 2300,

Ninety-fourth Div French troops under control of 9hth Div in

St. Nagaire sector repulse German attacking force totaling
about 650 that strikes at la Bogere, Vue, and la Sicaudais.

Twenty-first army Group

U.S. NINTH ARMY

IX Corps Relicf of 5th armd Div units in line by 8th and

‘83d Divs is concluded during night of 22~23. lihile relief

is in progress, 5th srmd Div elements. clear Untermaubach

and Schneidhausen of enemy. -~ Eighth Div attacks to clear

enemy from positions. in and near Obermeubach: 2 cos of 1st
Bn, 12lst Inf, and plat of 709th Tank Bn jump off at 1100
and advance to the town where strong opposition is met;

" another attack ot 2300 with an additional plat of 709th

Tank Bn fails to oust enemy from Obermaubach. Third Bn

_of 28th Inf, 8th Div, relieves 2d Bn of 311th Inf, 78th

Div, of responsibility for defense of its sector at
20053 latter reverts to 78th Div control,

XVI Corps Corps moves from Tongres, Belgium, to Heerlen,
Holland and for remainder of month prepares plans for
submission to Ninth army. Fire Direction Center, XVI
Corps nrty, is placed under opcrutlonal control of

XIII Corps arty.

U.S. FIRST LRMY

First army's defense of the N shouldcr of"the breakthrough

and of the St. Vith sector has delayed Von Rundstedt's schedule
by several days and prevented enemy from reaching Liege through
Verviers., This is a severe blow to the enemy, since the success
of his offensive depends upon speed in capturing U.S. supplies
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22 and reaching the lMeuse before U.S. reserves tan be brought
Cont - up. Deceptive and surprise tactics (known collectively as
"Operation GREIF"), aimed at disrupting organization of re-
. sistance and preventing rapid committment of U.S. reserves by
such means as use of paratroopers and special troops with
American uniforms and equipment, have failed dismally. Although
the offensive is not -yet halted, Von Rundstedt is forced to
make major changes in his plans, Since enemy is unable to
gain the Monschau~Eupen and Malmedy-Verviers roads, II SS Pz
Corps cannot be committed on R flank of I SS Pz Corps as
planned, but must move S through St. Vith to reglon between
L‘Ourthe and L'Ambleve Rivers.

V Corps German pressure forces lst Div to fall back in
Butgenbach area, and to the N causes slight withdrawal
of 9th Div in Monschau Forest. In another determined
effort to gain Butgenbach, key point on Waimes-lalmedy
road, 12th 5SS Pz Div breaches lines of 26th Inf, 1lst Div,
with tanks and inf, creating 800-yard gap between Cos A
and K, and fighting starts in the town; 18th Inf moves

up to assist 26th Inf, and arty fire against enemy
‘activity in Buellingen-Butgenbach-Schoppen sector is
almost ‘continuous; penetration in 26th Inf sector: is
narrowed to 200 yards by end of day; enemy sustains
severe lasses in men and tanks in attacks yesterday and
today. In Monschau Forest, Germans, with strong arty
-support, strike at 39th Inf, 9th Div, penetrating po-
sitions of Co E about 500 ydrds, to the N, enemy surrounds
one plat and overruns another of 99th Ren Tr, but both
are ‘able to withdraw with assistance of RCT 47. Second
Div outpost W of Wirtzfeld is overrun during attack by
about a co of inf, but restored later in day. For .the
rest of the month, enemy action against 2d Div is. limited
to arty and morter fire, and 2d Div maintains and im-
proves positions, patrols, and prepares counterattack
plans. Germans with American uniforms and equipment
infiltrate: 99th Div lines. Ninety-ninth Div continues

to employ arty fire against enemy movement, and is itself
subjected to intermittent arty concentrations. The 395th
Inf (-lst Bn) and 99th Ren Tr are attached to 9th Div.
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22 XVIITI Corps (A/B) Since St.:Vith sector is completely
Cont untenable, preparations are completed for withdrawal of

friendly forces through 82d A/B Div lines, and unessential
vehicles are sent to the rear, CCB of 7th Armd Div is
forced to fall back W of St. Vith, but CCA positions at

Poteau hold against determined ‘attacks. To the SW, RCT

L2l of 106th Div withdraws to establish perimeter defense

of Commanster, a task which is made easier by heavy snow-

fall which prevents énemy observation of moves; 28th Div's 112th
RCT moves NW from Beiler to viéihity’of Rogery,'between
' Beho and Vielsalm,

On 824 A/B Div front, 505th Para Inf withdraws its
bridgehead across the Salm at Trois Ponts as result of
attack by bn of 1lst SS Pz Div, but gains others, at Grand
‘Halleux and-La Neuville; two enemy sqgs are driven out of
Trois Ponts and bagk across the Salm, and two enemy
attempts to cross to W bank repulsed. To the 5, 325th
Glider Inf extends its line W to Manhay-Houffaligze road,
2d Bn occupying Fraiture, W of Regne, and Co F joining
3d Armd Div forces defending main crossroads SE of Manhay.,
Retention of this crossroad is of vital importance, since
its loss would permit German armor to by-pass 824 A/B
Div and seize chne—Llernuux ridge mass, a vantage point
without which 82d A/B would be unable to cover withdrawal
of forces from St, Vith. The 508th Para Inf organizes
defensive positions on line Vielsalm~-Salmchateau=Grand
Sart. Germans are massing forces S of Div zone., Through
Petite Langlir, a steady stream of enemy pourstoward
Ottre; when hostile column of 125 vehicles, including
tanks, reaches latter in afternoon, the town is brought
under arty fire which breaks up two attempted enemy
attacks and leaves town in ruins; arty also disperses
tanks and patrols near Joubicval., Patrol of 307th 4/B
Engr Bn blows bridge at Petite Langlir at night.

- Attacking SE at 1300, elements of TF Harrison,
30th Div, overcome determined resistance to take Rouat
by 1430; with capture of Rouat, other elements of TF
Harrison launch sinmltaneous assaults toward Stoumont
and La Gleize, securing former and gaining some 800 yards
in direction of latter against strong resistance. While
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120th Inf mainteins défénsive positions at Malmedy and
repels attack by enemy inf, 117th Inf, in limited attacks,
improves defensive positions at Stavelot.

CCR, 3d Armd Div, attempts to clear Soy-Hotton-
Beffe area against bitter resistance: column (TF Mize)
attacks SE from Soy toward Hampteau, making small gains;
TF Hogan, attached to CCR with orders to attack NW from

 Beffe, is halted by intense opposition at S edge of town

where it withstands severe counterattacks before with-
drawing to defensive position in liercouray, and here is
surrounded by enemy; 1sthn,‘517th Para Inf (non=div),
also attached to CCR, at 1750 attacks toward Hotton,
making slow progress. Just after dark, another enemy
attack on Hotton penetrates the town, forcing defenders
back to RR line, Elsewhere, 3d Armd Div units withstand
heavy pressure on road block on Manhay-Houffalize road,
secure Amonines, but are unable to reduce Dochamps.
Moving from assembly positions astride Werbomont-lManhay
road, CCA's TF Doan, reinf, cuts Morche-Bastogne road
and establishes road blocks at strategic points.

Corps is given mission of screening assembly of
VII Corps,

VII Corps Reconstituted VII Corps, consisting of 75th and

- 8Lth Inf Divs and 2d Armd Div with some of the same Corps

troops, moves rapidly to Hotton-Marche-lModave-lohiville
area of Belgium (except for 84th Div which is already in
position), most troops closing in new zone during day.
Corps Hg closes in Kornelimunster, Germany, and opens at
Bassines, Belgium, at noon., New Corps zone, about 75
kilometers long, is on First Army's R flank; XVIII Corps
(4/B) is on its.L and Br XXX Corps on its R. Formation
of a defensive line against German offensive is begun
immediately by troops as they arrive; outposts and road
blocks are established and patrols sent to probe enemy
positionse. RCT 60, 9th Div, although it remains in
vicinity of Ouffet, Belgium, is attached to 2d Armd Div.
Bighty-fourth Div completes perimeter défense of Marche

“and sends ocut two bns to establish counter—ren screen in

area generally 8 and SW of Marche and to hold Rochefort;
~operating in groups of a co or less,



8l

, -
Dec )  }” Section I: WEST“RN EUPOPEAN THEATER
1944 ~ Part 1: Twenty-first and Twelfth Army Groups
22 . contaet the enemy ab several p01nts and ‘some are tempor-
Cont "~ arily isolated. .. :

Twelfth Army Group
U.S. THIRD ARMY

VIII Corps German demand, delivered at noon, for the
surrender of the besieged forces in Bastogne is rebuffed
by Brig. Gen, McAuliffe,. Actlng,CG, 101lst A/B Div. While
XVIII Corps holds the N shoulder of the breakthrough and

- III Corps drives toward Bastogne from the S, enemy shells
Bastogne severely and attacks perimeter defenses sharply,
especially near Chenogne, 4 miles W of the city. Toward

_ evening, 28th Div forces that blocked road SW out of
Bastogne at Vaux-les-Rogieres are forced to fall back to
Neufchateau, which has been bombed during day by enemy
planes, Seventh TD Group continues to hold Libramont-
Recogne area NW of Neufchateau. On SE side of Bastogne,
enemy combat patrols are within 2 milés of the city. No
acrial resupply possible this day because of unfavorable
weather, but fighter bombers furnlsh valuable support.
Shell shortagu is becoming acute, but arty pounds cnemy
concentration near Givry, 5 miles NW of- Bastogne, through
most of day. Bnemy planes bomb Bastognc during the night.

III Corps Fourth Armd Dlv, 26th Div, and 80th-D1v.attack
~due N at 0600, in a heavy fog. Drive to relieve encircled
“troops at Bastogne is spearheaded by tanks and half-tracks
‘ofihth Armd Div, on Corps W flank. GCB advances about 10
miles on L of Arlon-Bastogne highway, reaching Burnoa by
midnights A blown bridge delays CCA on ‘the highway at
Mertelange, 6 miles SE of Burnon.: ‘Elements of 5th Par

Div ére not cleared from.hartolungc until early the
follow1ng mornings Snow and ‘ice on roads also impede
'advancc.l On R flank of Aﬁh Armd DlV, 26th Div marches
about, 16 miles beforb contactlng German columns moving

W, The. 26th’ Cav Ren Tr reaches Rambrouch, 5 mlles E of
Martelange, and flghts ‘advance enemy ren ulbments which
offbrAdeluylng action there.-- The 328th Inf-finds enemy

SP guns-on hill near Rindschle n, .3 niles NE of Rambrouch.
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On Div R flank, 5 miles E of Rambrouch, 1O04th Inf is
counterattacked S of Grosbous by elements of 352d VG

Div and forced to withdraw one mile. hafter an advance

of 5 miles, 80th Div, too, encounters stiff resistance
from 352d VG Div, especilally at Merzig and Ettelbruck.
Advance of 318th Inf takes enemy by surprise, however,

and almost a bn of enemy field arty is destroyed on
Ettelbruck-Dickirch highway and two cos of enemy inf

and trains are destroyed by arty fire on Oberfeulen-
Merzig road. liost of Nerzlg is secured by nightfall,

and 319th Inf seizes Oberfeulen, Feulen, and Niederfeulen,
but fighting remains heavy on W and SW edge of Ettelbruch.

"The 317th Inf maintains road blocks at Moesdorf and

Cruchten on B side of Alzette R. ’

XIT Corps ‘New XII Corps zone includes most of area along
E border of Luxembourg. Fourth Div patrcls along Moselle
and Sauer Rivers as far N as Born, 3 miles N of Wasserbillig,
while its active front extends W from Sauer R. near Born

“to vicinity of Waldbillige. Tenth armd Div holds line from

vicinity of Waldbillig northward to just S of Haller,
thence W to the ialzette R. Enemy has a firm bridgehead
across Sauer R.- from.Ettelbruck tc area SE of Echternach.
Enemy units in contact in Corps zohe include the 352d,
276th, and 212th VG Divs, with 5th Para Div attacklng'w
along the Sauer R. in general direction of Bastogne.

RCT 109 of 28th Div is attached to 10th Armd Div. Latter
maintains its positions in area NE of Luxembourg and -
straightens and consolidates its lines in an attack
coordinated with 4th Div. The 90th Cav Ren Sq pushes rcn
N to Sauer R, in Ettelbrubk—Diekirch sector. Fourth Div,
with RCT 10 of 5th Div attached, attacks enemy forces SW
of Echternach; only small gains made against heavy re-
sistance. Arty, TD, and tank fire wipes out over 150

of enemy force counterattacking near Scheidgen. Heavy
enemy erty and mortar fire falls in and about Osweiler.
Fifth Div closes N of Luxembourg at noon., Thirty-fifth
Div moves from Puttelange to lMetz. Second Cav Gp is
relieved at Sarreguemines by li4th Inf of 4L4th Dlv, XV
Corps and assembles near Vatimont,

3 W B “U‘g ¥
s 30955, enemy has become aware  of withdrawal
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places mortar and dircet MG fire on ferry site as ‘last
elements on E.side of the Saar Re struggle to get a
- few remaining vehicles across the rivers Div Arty hits
outskirts of Pachten and Dillingen with barrage .after
barrage, in order to block enemy pursuit, and within an
hour the rcmoinder of vehicles has been brought ‘across.
The 358th Inf relieves clements of 3d Cav'Gp E of -
Busschdorf and establishes a line between Bueschdorf
and W bank of Szar R, ai Rlppllngen, from Ripplingen S
to the Nied R.. the Saar R. line is held by 359th Inf.
Div line remains uubstantlally the same during rest of
“month,
An enemy ren co is encountered on W bank of Saar
R. S of Lisdorf by elements of 378th Inf, 95th ' Div, which
kill or capture about 50 and scatter the rest. Elements
of 377th Inf later relieve 378th Inf elements in this
area ‘along W bank of Saar. Units of both 377th. and 379th
Infs improve defensive p051t10nb in Saarlautern bridgehead.
Other units of 379th Inf move N as far as Rehlingen——into
area across Nied R. from 90th Div zone, -

s

Twenty—first Army. Group
U.S. NINTH ARMY

'XIX Corps At 1615, 83d DlV'S lst Bn of 33 Oth Inf, reinf,
attacks toward Winden and, although opposcd by extremely
heavy arty and mortar fire, reaches edge of town by 1700.
Relief of 83d Div is initiated, 104th Div relieving units
in N portion of zone under cover of darkness; to assist
8th Div in taking over S portion of 83d Div front
subsequently, elements of 113th Cav Gp plus 295th Engr
Combat Bn are attached tc 8th Div. - At mldnlght Thhth
Tank Bn is reledsed from attachment to 113th Cav Gp.
Second Bn of 330th Inf (83d Div) is detached from 5th Armd
Div. First Bn of 121st Inf, 8th Div, regroups for another
attack on-Obermaubach. - RCT 311, 78th DlV, ‘is relcas»d
from attachment to 8th Div and boundary bctween ‘8th and
78th Divs adjusted,
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23 U.S. FIRST ARMY
Cont

- Left boundary of First irmy is redefined to run: S of
Gemund~S of Dédenborn—N'okaonzen-N of Kettenis (N of Eupen)
and as before except to follow Highway #3 from Fort de Lonein

~to St. Trond instead of running through Vise,

-V _Corps Enemy prgSsure,decraaseé along Corps front, but
planes are over in strength and drop a few paratroopers
near Elsenborn; many of the ‘planes are downed by Allied
aircraft and ah. Twenty-sixth Inf 1lst Div, restores

its lines at Butgenbach and occupies hill S of the town.
With failure of 12th SS Pz Div to gain Butgerbach and fron
there push N,  Germans go on the defensive; attacks arc
confined to holding efforts, and inf elements are brought
in to replace armor, First Div is ably supported by air
and arty: medium bombers hit enemy in Butgenbach area;
fighter bomber targets include enemy columns in Faymonville~
Schoppen-Buellingen arca and venicles in Moderscheid; in
addition to usual interdictory, countpr-batterj, and
harassing missions, arty fires-on towns of Buellingen,
Moderscheid, Schoppen, Faymonville, and Steinbach. To
improve defenses of Elsenborn ridge, elements of 23d Inf,
2d Div, are moved to rear of Butgenbach. RCT .60 moves

to Eupen and reverts to 9th Div control, wheréupon 9th
Div starts regrouping. Thirty-ninth Inf regains ground
lost yesterdey, and arty breaks up smoll counterattack
in same area, Aalthough Germans exert strorg pressure and
expend considerable arty fire against RCT 47, no attack
mgtcrlallzcs. . Fifth armd Div is attached to V Corps.

XVIII Corps (4/B) Withdrawal of 7th armd.Div, remnants

of 106th Div, RCT 112 of 28th Div, and CCB of 9th irmd
Div, a force of approximately 15,000, with supplies and
‘equipment from St. Vith area through 82d i/B Div lines

is completeds = This feat marks successful conclusion of
initial task of Corps.  Withdrawal is executed as planned
in the face of strong enemy pressure. Some of the battered
forces, after their withdrawal, are placed in support of
82d n/B Div. . Fourteenth Tank Bn of CbB, 9th Armd. Div,
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with a co blocks Manhay crossroad 3d Bn of 1l2th Inf,
28th Div, is attached to 508th Para Inf, ‘ ’
Although pressure on 82d 4i/B Div L is waning,
situation on R is critical. All-out effort against
vital road junction SE of Manhay by elements of 2d SS Pz

- Div aided by efféective tank, mortar, and arty fire over-

runs positions of 3d armd Div elements and Co F of 325th
Glider Inf by cvening, and Manhay and Werbomont are
threatensd. Second Bn of 504th Para Inf is sent SW to
Malempre to contain enemy in woods between Malempre and
Froiture. German plans for attack. to Liege are captured
by 325th Glider Inf, elements of which lose and regoin
outpost in Joubieval and repel several probing attacks.
The 508th Para Inf beats off strong tonk-inf attack
toward Salmchateau, and the three bridges here are blown.
First SS Pz Div units still offer considerable opposition
to 505th Para Inf along Salm R. line on Div L.

Two-pronged assault on L& Gleize fails to clear the
town: TF Harrlson,'BOth Div, jumps off at 0830, with force
moving E and NE on the town and another attacKlng to the
W; former gains 1,500 yards agalnst inf, tanks, mines,
and SP guns, but lattcr is pinned down by 'stiff resistance.
Other elements of 30th Div clear large portlon of woods
near Arret de Coo.

Third Armd Div passes to control of VII Corps in
place at 1630, For action prior to this hour, see VII
CO]:?pS . ‘ ‘ . : '

VII Corps Corps L boundﬁry is establlohed. @long
Liturths Re~-Bomal~SE ‘to lianhay-along ro@d SE of Manhay to
bend at Chawpha._ Although no specific R boundary is set
up, Corps operates in area S of the lieuse. and E of Nanur-
Dinant-Givet. Corps front extends roughly from junction
of La Lesse and Meuse Rivers and hnsmermmL on the R to
road from lfanhay SE to Champha on L.’

' On L of Corps, 3d armd Div is tc defend line ex-
tending from main road. junction SE of Manhay, about two
miles NW of Champha, generally W to, but not including,
Hampteau. The 509th Para Inf Bn (non~-div) and RCT 290
of 75th Div are attached to 3d Armd Div at 0230 and 2330,
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respectively; at 1630, TF Doan is released by the Div

"and attached to 84th Div to defend road blocks. CCR

(Howze) with 1st Bn of 517th Para Inf attached attacks
to clear Hotton-Soy road but makes very little progress
against stubborn resistance. .Task forces of the Div
are "heavily engaged in vicinity of Dochamps and amonines,
German tank-supported inf strongly attack road block at
important junction SE of lanhay during morning; TF
Richardson sends elements of 509th Para Inf to reinforce
IF Kane here and assumes responsibility for the block,
but continued enemy pressure succeeds in overrunning it
and pushing it baek to Belle Haiey, on road to lManhay,
during evening. Attempts to supply TF Hogan, cut off
in Marcouray, NW of Laroche, by air fail.

.To the W, Germans penstrate in force on 84th Div

-front between Hargimont and Rochefort; and sharp

fighting starts in latter during evening..

Fourth Cav Gp closes ‘in: Pessoux—81n51n—HaVLr31n
area, between Ciney and liarchoc,.early.in morning and
organizes defensive: positions; its mission is:to
reconnoiter and sereen line:of La Liesse R. from its

“junction with ‘the.li€use ‘to Rochefort; German inf co

with tanks and mortars overrun road block near Haversin
and reach edge of town beforc. being driven off, -
 Second Armd Div, assembled in Havelsnge-Les hvins—
Clavier area, first contacts enemy near-Haid, about 7 miles
WNW of larche; CCa occupies and organizes Giney”to check
German drive toward Dinant and Namur and from there ad-

‘vances SE toward Bulssonv1lle, clashlng with enemy near

Leignon after dark and occupying the town, then continuing
night advance on Buissonville. RCT 60 is relleved from
attachment to 2d Armd Div and reverts to Sth Div.

" Seventy-fifth Div (-RCT 290), in Corps resérve,
outposts along L'Ourthc R. between Bomal and Grand Eneille
and patrols.

German 116th Pz, 2d Pz, and 560th VG Divs are identi-

fied on Corps front,
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Twelfth 4rmy Group
U.S. THIRD ARMY

Weather becomes favorablc for tank and air corps oper-
ations. army reccives cxtensive air support. Fighter-
borbers attack with excellent results encmy columns and
troop concentrations surrounding Bastogne and 241 planes drop
medical SulelCS and cqulpmbnt to units cut off at Bastogne.
Enemy aircraft, also, arc active, : strafing columns and
attacking bridges and supply 1natallatlonb.

VIII Corps A4 see-saw battle rages all day ut Flamierge,
6 miles WNW of Bustognc. Eneny tanks break through to
the rear areas at dusk and defending troops withdraw
about twd ﬂllcs nearcr to Bastogne. st the SE corner of
the b651eged area, heavy fighting takes place in and about
lMarvie during the night, 1nvolv1ng ‘both paratroops and
TF OtHara from CCB, 10th wrmd Div. 4 few enemy tanks
temporarily rupture line of 327th GLi Inf, 10lst 4/B Div,
at Hill 500 and advancc to outskirts of Bastogne.
Neufchateau, 17 miles SW of Bastogne, 1s bombed and
strafed on this date and throughout following week, but
ground troops arc not in contact in this vicinity.

. Corps is assigned rcesponsibility for defense of
iicuse R. from Givet exclusive to Verdun inclusivec.

IIT Corps Despite road blocks, craters, and a blown
bridge, CCA of 4th Armd Div finally clears lartelange

and continues 2 miles up 4rlon~Bastogne highway to

- attack Warnach, Farther N,-on a secondary road into
‘Bastogne, CCB smashes into Chaumont, only 6 miles SW of
the city. Both columns, however, are hit by sharp enemy
“inf and tank counterattacks under cover of fog and CCB
units are forced.to withdraw S of Chaumont, which is left
burning. - In the meantime, CCR has entered combat on E
flank of CCh, attacking through Flatzbourhof toward
Bigonville, Luxembourg. Twenty -sixth Div is faced by
difficult. terrain in area N of Grosbous, toward Eschdorf
and the Sure (Sauer) R., with many de '
high, wooded ridges. against v »
104th Inf captures Grosbous
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23 Dellen and Buschrodt. Wahl, N§ of Buschrodt, is occu-
Cont pied by elements of 328th Inf. TF Hemilton, consisting

of bn of 328th Inf, plus tank and TD units, is organized
as mobile armor-inf team. BEighticth Div attacks in early
morning hours, 319th Inf capturing Heiderscheid and reach-
ing high ground across the Sure R. Enemy counterattacks
Heiderscheid at noon from E and NE, losing 8 tanks as
attack is repulsed. Other attacks occur during afternoon,
but positions ars m ulntalned. her21g is ccmpletely
cleared during the morning and units here move to assistance
of units at Heiderscheid. sattempts to secure a bridge at
Heiderscheidergrund and another NE of Tadler fail. To the
‘E other elements of 319th Inf attack Kehmen and Scheidel
in afternoon, clearing Kehmen at 1900. On Div R flank,
318th Inf continues attack on Ettelbruck, where cnemy
resists strongly all day. The 352d VG Div has been re-
lieved by the 79th VG Div in Etteloruck—Hcldcrscheld area.
Elemenus of XII Corps relisve 317th Inf of responsibility
for road blocks on 80th Div R flank, and Regt moves N to
vicinity of Niederfeulen and during night passes through
318th Inf to continue advance on Bourscheid. -

XII Corps ‘Inmediate tgsk of Corps is to press N until
it holds the Sauer R,: llng from the Prum‘R. on the E to
the ilzette R. on the W. Enemy at prfscnt malntalns a
defensive front from vicinity of Waldbllllg, uullerthal
‘Melichschech, Osweiler, Dickweilery, SE;to v101n1ty of
.confluence of Sauer and loselle Rivers. - Elements of 5th
Div attached to 4th Div attack on datterts L flank SW of
mchtornacn, making only slight gainsi: Farther W, 90th
Cav Ren Sq of 10th armd Div attacks to shorten lines and
secure Ermsdorf-Gilsdorf road. CCi moves to vieinity of
Fels in preparation for attack N. Second Cav Gp moves to
area E of Luxembourg city. Thirty-fifth Div is relieved
from this corps and placed under direct control’ of Third
Army. XII TaC destroys a number of enemy's bridges over
the Sauer R. and bombs and strafes enemy troop concentrations.,
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XX Corps Third Cav Gp is relieved in area immediately

MW of Merzig by 90th Div units and withdraws its troops

W to zone between lioselle R. on the L and line NE through
Tunting and Bueschdorf on the R. Tettingen, which is
beyond the new OPLR, is left heavily booby trapped. Small
" counterattacks hit '95th Div units defending Sacrlautern
bridgehead and enemy aircraft are active over Div zone.
Sixth armd Div elements begin movement to assembly area
near lietz as relieved by 103d Div (XV Corps, U.S. Seventh
ATmy) .

Twenty-first army Group’

Enemy lines are now over-extended and his fuel and
ammnition short, Favorable weather permits intensive air

-~ action against German supply lines, concentrations, road

traffic, and airfields. Enemy continues to land paratroopers
within American lines and infiltrate in small groups by use
of captured U.S. uniforms and vehicles,

U.S. NINTH AR

XIX Corps &t 0200, 1O4th Div assumes complete résponsi-
bility for approx1matbly the N half of 83d Div sector, and
is to defend 16,000 yards of Roer R. front, Twénty-ninth
Div relieves 1O4th of responsibility for Inden-Pier-
"Schophoven region, and ooundary between XIIT and XIX
Corps is shifted.S of this area. Two-thirds of wlnden
cleared of enemy. by 83d Div elements against Sa and
sporadic arty and mortar' fire; rlver*bcnd Just S of
Winden is being. .cleared. Eighth Div ‘continues operatlons'
to reduce enemy  pocket in Obermaubach arca: in llmltcd
- objective attacks, clements clear- portlon of woods SW
of Obermaubach 1st.Bn, 12ist Inf,: contlnues p*eoaratlons
" 'for an assault on-the town itself,

U.S. FIRST ARMY |
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24 mistaken 1dea that XVIII CorDs (4/B) is in full retreat.
Cont

v CorEs First D1v~holds present line and its 26th Inf
repels inf-armor attack toward Butgenbach, Ninth Div
continues regrouping and improvement of defenses; newly
“arrived 60th Inf takes over sector from road center N of
. -lionschau to Div L boundary. Fifth armd Div CP opens'at
. Bupénj Div closes in this area and is placed in reserve.

XVIII Corps (i/B) Bitterly contested La Gleize falls to
TF Harrison, 30th Div, in southeastward attack lasting
from 0730 until 1040; the task force continues S and SE,
clearing its zone to L'ambleve R. and assisting 117th Inf
in cleaning out woods near Krret de Coo. In La Gleize
area, 170 Americans are released and 128 enemy prisoners
taken. During operations -to clear Stoumont-La Gleize
pocket, TF Harrison cuptures or destroys numerous tanks,
half—tracks, large caliber guns, and vehicles. CCB of
3d irmd Div is relieved from attachment to 30th Div at
1400, NE of Malmedy, 517th Para Inf, attached to BOth
Div, occupies defensive positions near Gdoumont.

Preparations are made for withdrawal of 82d 4/B Dlv,
on whose R, in the Manhay area, situation is critical.
Battered 7th ~rmd Div units ere pressed into action here,
relieving 14th Tank Bn, but strong attack by German inf
and armor of 24 SS Pz Div overruns Manhay at night.
“Enemy pressure forces 325th Glider Inf‘s 2d Bn to abandon
Fraiture and move to Bois Houby and overruns plat at
Regne, but counterattack by Co B and supportlng tanks
regains latter. Third Bn (-) of 504th Para Inf moves S
to positiens SW of .Lierneux where it repels strong enemy
attack. Germans with strong artv and mortar support
‘strike at Vielsalm and are engaged by 508th Para Inf.
Along the Salm, 505th Para Inf inflicts heavy casualties
on enemy attacking to withdraw across the river and sends
elements N to intercept another force reportedly attempt-
ing to withdraw. Under cover of darkness 82d.n/B Div
starts voluntary withdrawal to line running generally:
Trois Ponts-Busse Bodeux-Bra-Manhay, with positions from
L toR occuple Bth, 508th 504th, and 325th Regts.
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Corps CP opens at Harze, Belgium. Seventeenth A/B
Div starts movement by air from England to France where
it will operate subsequently under VIII Corps.

VII Corps Tank-supported enemy inf, moving NE from
Odeigne, force TF Richardson, 3d armd Div, to abandon
road block and vehicles at Belle Haie, on road to Manhay,
and infiltrate to XVIII Corps lines via Malempre, CCR of
3d armd Div attacks at 0815 in two columns, one moving E

' from Hotbon and the other moving W from Soy, and by 1125
- clears the Hotton~Soy road; ‘outposts are established along

the r0ad. Elements of newly arrived 75th Div enter
combat for the first time: RCT 289 is attached to 3d armd
Div to operate under control of CCi; RCT 290, attached

to 3d armd Div yesterday, operates under CCR. During
night, RCT 290 attacks to secure defensive line S of

- Hotton-Soy road from Hampteau to Blier, while RCT 289

moves to occupy line from Blier to Grandmenil, : -another
attempt to supply TF Hogan in Mercouray by air fails.
Germans maintain heavy pressure in vicinity of Amonines.
Eighty-fourth Div, now flanked by 2d armd and .3d
hrmd Divs, holds line Hampteau-Woha-Hogne; because of
enemy penetration in viecinity of Rochefort. and. Hargimont,
3d Bn of 335th Inf is ordered back to 1 Marche; two cos set
out from Rochefort on foot, since vehicles are knocked
out, and Co L of the same Regt, which had been cut off
in Marloie, between Hargimont and liarche, is relieved.
First Bn of 333d Inf, with units at Wanlin, Beauraing,
and Wellin, is also recalled. it 1500, 334th Inf jumps
off to clear woods W of Verdenne of enemy who had
infiltrated the previous night just as Germans attack
Verdenne frontally and are preparlng to attack it from
the rear; woods are speedily cleared of enemy, eliminating
threat to the rear, but frontal assault pushes through
Verdenne and gains salient to N to chateau about 200
yards N, -threatening Bourdon, on lMarche-Hotton road.
‘Continuing night advance on Buissonville, CCa, 2d
Armd Div, ambushes enemy tank column NW of Hald end di
perses it after 1nfllct1n :
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out at least 15 vehicles, clears Haid by about 0930,
engages tanks in fire fight near Forzee, and during
afternoon enters Buissonville and clears arca NE of the
town. Elements of CCB move to vicinity of Ciney to

~ secure it from attack; enemy is building up his forces
to the SW in Celles area. CCR closes in vicinity of

~ Scy, ENE of Ciney. Fourth Cav Gp is attached to 2d armd
Div with mission of maintaining contact between CCA and

- CCB, 2d Armd Div, and 84th Div as well as covering

- assembly of 2d irmd Div. Gp contacts 2d isrmd at Mont
Gauthier and British at Sorinne.. Task force from 24th
Sq sets out at 2130 to.clear Humdin,

Twelfth arny Group

‘Flfteenth Army's advance hg moves from Cerfohtalne,
Belgium, to Fme. de Sulppes in France, about 25 miles from
Reims.

U.S. THIRD ARNMY

_ German rcn vehicles are reported close to ‘the lisuse R.
and elements of 2d Pz Div are observed‘iH’Beauraing,'about 35
miles W of Bastogne. Except in immediaté vicinity of Bastogne,
enewy is not particularly aggreSS¢ve along S flan? of ‘break-
through. - : s

'VIII Corps - Bastogne is severely bombed during the night;
much of center of the city is destroyed and the.aid
station of CCB, 10th armd Div, receives a direct hit.
Heavy fighting continues about the city, particularly

at Foy, 3 miles to, the NE, and at licrvie, less than 2
miles to the SE, Latter. town is surrouaded at 0300, but
. paratroopers continue to-hold N part of the town and
counterattacks restore the line before-dawn; enemy
planes bomb and strafe the town in the -afternoon. Corps
places strong patrols and counter=-rcn screen along
western extension of its N flank and. attempts to contact
JU.S. First Army on its.L.. Eleventh armd Div, made

6 pS from.SHAEF rpscrve on 23 Dec, is
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~ placed on W side of Meuse R. as a mobile reserve. The
- 1102d Engr Combat Gp is put in charge of N subsector of

Meuse R. line and the 1107th Engr Combat Group in charge
of thée 'S subsector, The bridges”are prepared for de-
molition and road blocks &are establ ished on thclr approaches.

III Corps Two bns of 318th Inf, 80th Div, move W by
motor and are attached to 4th srmd Div to assist it in

relieving besiegéd €lements at Bastogne. CCB is re-

ceiving further counterattacks S of Chaumont. CCh is
heavily engaged a2t Warnach, on the Arlon-Bastogne highway.
CCR wrests Bigonville from elements of 5th Para Div.
Sixth Cav Gp (TF Fickett) arrives in this corps zone from
XX Corps and 6th Cav Ren Sq is assigned a sector between
Lth Armd Div and 26th Div; remainder of Group protects
Corps W flank in Neufchateau area, The 10lst Inf of 26th

Div secures Rambrouch and also taokes Koetschette, directly

NW. 4 bn'of 328th Inf struggles to capture arsdorf, less
than 2 miles N of Koetschette, from German soldiers de-
fending from house t6 house with fanatic fury.  Fighting
continues throughout the night. TF Hamilton, assigned
mission of seizing heavily defénded town of Eschdorf,
dominating approaches to Sure R., 1s pinned .down at village
of Hierheck by intense enery rifle and automatic weapons
fire. Tanks engage cnemy while inf infiltrates forwards
Eightieth Divts 319th Inf’is fiercely counterattacked by
enemy tonks and inf at Heiderscheid ot 0840, This attack
from the N, N, and W,.cuts. off troops which were moving-
to relieve units at Heiderscheidergrund, and latter are
relieved, instead, by elements of 104th Inf,. 26th Div.
Enemy attacks are supported by tonks of the Grossdeutschland.

Pz Brigade. after fighting until 1500, enemy withdraws
Ffrom Heiderscheid with heavy losses. Eightieth Div elements

just W of Kehmen mointain their positions against strong
counterattack from NE. Enemy blows brlqge NE of Tadler

at 1000, , Units of 317th Inf, which were cut off N of
Welscheld at dawn, flght tnelr way. buck to their bn by
1700 and bn takes up positions on high ground SW of
Wclscheld. Positions. of 318th Inf Nii end .SW of Ettelbruch

_are m31nta1ned agalnst enemy counterattack in the afternoon.:
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XTI Corps Fourth Div sector shrinks as L flark elements
‘are relieved NW of Osweiler by 5th Div and R flank units
along lioselle R, .are relieved by 24 Cav Gp, reinforced

and designated TF Reed. -Fifth Div attacks at 1100 against
fairly heavy resistance and mokes Slight“gains in vicinity
of Haller and Waldbillig. (RCT 10 has reverted to 5th Div
control.) Tenth .prmd Div's CCa attacks at same time,
captures.towns of Gilsdorf and. Mbstroff on the Sauer R.
and ,secures hlgh ground OVleOOk¢ng the river from
‘localltv W of Lppcldorf._ Enemy rocket (Nebelwerfer)

'flre falls in both le sectors.

XX Corps Elements of 95th Dlv's 377th and 379th Regts
launch a limited objective attack in Saarlautcrn bridge-
head arca at 0830." Encmy opposition is rather llght and
all objectives are taken before trocps withdraw on order
to their original bridgehead positions. During same
period, units of 378th Inf clear woods N of St. Barbara-
Wellerfangen line of enemy who infiltrated to W side of
Sadr in that area, .encountering only 12. Relief of 6th
irmd Div by 103d Div (XV Corps) is completed. TF Fickett,
on Div L flank, is reliecved by 106th Cav Gp and reverts

to III Corps (Bth Ranger Bn remaining with XX Corps,
however), Command of this sector (S of 95th. Div R boundary)
passes to CG, XV Corps.

22 , ‘ 'Twentyhfirst hrny Group
U.s. NINTH SRMY -

Brltlsh 51st nghland Div passes to operatlonal control
of First Arnmy and starts assembling S of Liege as rescrve.

XIX Corps Rgnew1nc attack on Winden at 0730, 1lst Bn of
83d Div's 330th Inf, relnf clears the town by 1700;

later in the day the Div is alerted to move to First army
zZoNEs Obermaubach pocket of resistance is attac&pd by
two bns of 121lst- Inf, 8th’ Div, reinf, and further gains
made agalnst still bitter resistance; 1lst Bn clears 8-10
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houses inside thg town. Eighth Div prepares to take over-
remainder of 83d Div zone, attached 113th Cav Gp initiating
rcllef of 83d Div during nlsht.

FIRST ARMY

V Corps Only light contact is made with enemy. Corps
units consclidatc and lmprcve defensive positions and
patrol aggressively to maintain contact with enemy and
adjacent Allied troopse. Germgn and U.S. arty and planes

are active,

XVIII Corps (4/B) Eighty-second 4i/B Div completes with-

drawal to new defensive line, and at night repulses
attack in 325th Glider Inf scetor near Manho e Third Bn
of 112th Inf, 28th Div, is relieved from attachmént to
508th Pora Inf, RCT 112 and CCB of 9th Armd Div are
reorganizing in Corps reserve. RCT L2l of lOéth Div is
attached to 7th irmd Div. On R of 82d 4/B Div, elements

. of 7th Armd Div reinf by 2d Bn. of A2hth Inf attack to
. recapture Manhay without success. Tnlrtlcth Div clears

cnemy resistance N of Llimbleve R, bethen Stavelot and
Trois Porits, maintains defensive positions in Malmedy

and Stavelot area, and defends: Ltambleve R. line from
Targnon through Stoumont and La Gleize to nrret de Coo.
Accidental bombing of 30th Div troops in A¢lmedyh8tavelot
area by friendly planes during 23d,2hth and 25th results
in personnel and property losses. First Bn of 55lst Para
Inf and 517th Pora Inf RCT (=) aru rclleved from attuchment

%o BOtn DlV.

.'VII Corgs nlthough Corps is released from offensive

action and directed to assume a defen51ve role to stabi-
lize R flaenk of First srmy, defense tactlcs are active,

- consisting of a serics of limited objective attacks.

On XVIII-VIT Corps boundary, both uanhay and Grund—

- menil are in possession of 2d SS Pz Div by 0330. CCB,
 detached fronm XVIII Corps and PGVthlng to 3d nrmd DlV at
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25 - 0830, attacks at 1600, in conjunction with attack of RCT
Cent 289 which started at 0730 in CCi sector, to recapture

Grandmenil and crossroads just E, employing TF licGeorge;
attack reaches E edge of town by 2200 despite very heavy
AT and SA fires Other elements of CCB gainh crossroads
at Melreux and high ground to NE., ‘While 3d Bn of RCT 289
is engaged at Grandmenll, 1st and 2d Bns move to defensive
line from Amonines to Grandmenll, but gap of 1,000 yards
is.left between the two in vicinity of river S of Sadzot.
In CCR sector, RCT 290, assisted by lst Bn of 517th Para
Inf, gets some elements on objective, Werpin-amonines
defen51ve line, after hard fighting, but line is not
completely secured or organized, TF Hogan, 'still cut
off in liarcouray, radics that it is dpstroylng its
equlpment and starting on foot through enemy terrltor
toward S0V e
' Eighty-fourth Div, employing lements of 33hth and
'333d Regts, countera ttacks for Verdenne at 0100 and re-
captures it against fulrly light resistance in 25 wminutes,
but onemy pocket 800 yards long and 300 yards wide re-
mains between Vcrdenne and; Bourdon, remainder of perilod
is spent in. ropping up, and 9 officers and 296 enlisted
.men from 116tk Pz Div are captured; 6 enemy tanks destroyed.
 On W_of Corps front, 2d Armd Div blocks further
pcnetratlon of 2d 5SS Pz DlV toward Dinaant with capture
" of Celles by CCB; advance from Ciney toc. Celles.is. made on
ichene-Boisseilles axis to v101n1ty of Bois de. Hubermont
on R and Congoux—801nne axis to high ground SE of Celles.
‘on Lj the two colurns unite to take Ce;les, and enemy
units are trapped in Bois Corcux and Bois des Priesses;
_rcn elements reach Sorinne and Foy Notre Dame. .CCA
‘drives off counterattocklng column near Buissonville with
1tank and arty fire and in scuthward attacks from this
~area occuples Havrenne and positions S of Frandeux and
Forzeej tank and AT fire are met from Bois de Remy. To
_the W, CCi elements outpost Verre and trap-hostile column
in v1c1n1ty. *%eanwhlle, task: forcc from 24th Cav Sq
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strong tank-inf counterattack at 0700 forces it out;
efforts later in the day, by 24th Cav Sg, reinf, to regain
the teown fail. Second srmd Div inflicts very heavy losses
on enemy in personncl, vehicles, and equipment during the
days Prisoners taken by Corps total 529,

_ Twelfth aArmy Group
THIRD 4RIY

VIIT Corps Heavy air bombardment hits Bastogne at 0300
and at about same time units of 26th VG Div and 15th Pz
Gren Div attack town of Champs, slightly cver 3 miles

MW of Bastogne. Paratroopers of 502d Regt succeed in
beating off this attack after fierce hahd-to~hand fighting
and capturc over 100 Piis. & second attack is beaten off
a little later., BEnemy is attempting to close in on _
Bastogne from several directions. Poor weather at bases
prevents -dropping of supplies, but fighter-~bombers operate
in support of ground forces. Forces left to VIII Corps
outside the Bastogne encirclement and E of the lieuse are
insufficient for more than ren activity. =~

III Corps Storting at 0200, CCR of 4th armd Div noves

from Bigonville 30 miles tc Div's W flank and is at
Bercheux, ready to launch surprise attack by 0700. This
attack, supported by P-47s, results by end of day in capture
of Voux-les-Rosicres, Petite Rosieres, Nives, Cobreville,
and Remoiville, in W-—E line along road. from Vaux-les-—
Rosieres to Chaumont. attached bns of 318th Inf, 80th

Div, assist CCB and CCi-+in recapturing Chaumont in center
of sector and seizing Tintange on R flank. Both bns come
under heavy encny mortar and arty fire. Hollange, -slightly

~over a mile SE of Choumont,is cleared by CCi. TF Hamilton

- most of TF out of the town by evening.

of 26th Div begins assault on Eschdorf shortly after

midnight on Christmas morning, starting one of the most
bitter battles of the campaigh, Enemy counterattack forces
A bn of 10lst Inf

e
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assists a bn of 328th Inf in clearing arsdorf, 5 miles
WSW of Eschdorf. Advance elements of Div reach Sure R,

at two places. The 319th Inf of 80th Div clears area S

of Sure R, in its sector and establishes contact with 26th
Div on its L flank., Elements near Heiderscheid attack
town of Ringel from the S, entering it against moderate

Sa fire; counterattack from woods to the E is broken up
in afterncon. Units of 317th Inf move N to assist
elements of 319th Inf under fierce counterattacks by
eneny inf and tanks at Kehmen. Thirty-minute arty prep-
aratlon.precedes assault at 1030. attacking bns are under
continuous. enemy Si and mortar fire. httack is broken
off at 1630, with leadlnr elements. within 100 yards of
town, Patrols of 318th Inf, which has been containing
Ettelbruck fromAp081tlons NE of the town, find it now
free of enemy forces.

XIT Corgs Fifth Div continues attack agulnst somewhat
lighter- rb81stuhce, although Waldbillig is stabbornly

fdufended and is not captured until 1530. Hallcr, 2 miles

N of Ualdbllllg, is ®lso captured. CCi of 10th irmd Div
consolldates p031t10ns for defense of Sauer R. line in its
sector. " TF Reed (24 Cav Gp, Reinf.) sends patrcls into
enemy-held territory across the iioselle R,

XX'COTDS Not"a 31ngle round of arty or mortar fire
falls on 3d Cav Gp front during Chrlstmas day., On 95th

'DlV front a. noontlmc barruge of hcavy G, mortar, and

arty fire is’ placea by’ 379th- Inf- on’ German force in

'Becklngen adross ‘the ‘Saar R,

;Twentysfirst¢4¥my}Group~

NINTH &RIY

s Corps Detachment, of 308th Engr Bn, 83d.Div, blows Roer

R+ bridge just S of Ylndon utvOBOO' Eighth Div assunmes
responsibility fob 83 ~at 0730, by which time
113th Cav Gp, tt iv, has ccmpleted relief
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of all remaining units of 83d Div. VElghty-thlrd Div is
assigned to First Army. All three bns of 121st Inf, 8th
Div, with elements of 13th Inf and 709th Tank Bn attached,

",partlclpate in attack to reduce Obermaubach pocket, lst

U.S.

Bn overcoming stubborn resistance inside the town, 2d Bn
making small gains in attack NE toward the town, and 3d
Bn furnishing fire support. Only one pocket, S of
Obermaubach, remains to be cleared in 8th Div zone.

FIRST ARMY

v Corps Activity on Corps . front continves light, con-
sisting of: patrol¢1ng, strengthenlng of aefen31ve po-

:sitions, and air and arty action.

‘XVIII-Corps (A/B) ‘Thlrtleth Dlv.mainteins present de-~

fensive pogitions in vicinity of lialmedy, Stavelot, and
Trois Ponts. On 82d A/B Div front, attack by elements of
2d SS. Pz Div penetrates positions of 325th Glider Inf,

 but enemy is driven out with heavy losses in prompt

counterattack. Twenty-third AIB, 7th Armd Div, relieves

~1st Bn of 325th Glider Inf., Two attacks by elements of
"1 9th SS Pz Div from vicinity of Floret, E of Bra, are re-

pelled by 504th Para Inf. Hostile force of about two
inf cos supported by several half-tracks unsuccessfully
attacks 508th Para Inf near junction W of Reharmont;
attack against outposts of this Regt is also beaten off.

© Seventh Arnd Div consolidates its positions in vicinity

of Manhay, but the town itself is still held by enemy.

. Third Bn of 424th ‘Inf, 106th.Div, is committed to close

gap between XVIITI and VII Corps in Manhay—Grandmenll
sector. ;

VII—CorQs Third Armd Div stabilizes its front except
for L flank where contact has not yet been established
with 7th armd Div. . Renewing assault on Grandmenil during

" morning, TF licGeorge in conjunction with 3d Bn of 289th
Inf regains the town by 1800, Germans infiltrate through
~ gap between 1lst and 2d Bns of 289th Inf during night.

. RCT 290 gains its objective, high ground S of Soy-Hotton

road, and starts organizing defenses. First Bn of:5
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- 26 Para Inf is rcllcved from attachment to CCR, MNajority
Cont of TF Hogan persohnel reach friendly lines safely.

See-saw fighting occurs in vicinity of Verdenne:
84th Div elements attack at 0330, 1015, and 1700 to
clear pocket of inf and tanks between Verdenne and Bourdonj
Germans also launch three attacks (0705, 0800, and 2215),
onecﬁ?thbm.pcnetrmtlng 8hth Div lines and getting four

“more tanks in to join the five already there; by end of

- period, 84th Div positions are restored, the pocket is
believed virtually eliminated, and 7 cnemy tanks arc .
knocked out. Mcanwhile, 84th Div is hit at another point:
from Marenne, strong inf-tank force moves NE to attack
Menil, betwéen Marenne and Hampteau, at about 1830;
atbackers are forced off road by mines and subsequently
routed by bazookas, rifle grenades, and arty,,é German
tanks and 19 other vehicles are wrecked. lMost of 3d Bn,
335th Inf, returns to lMerche. '

In Celles area, CCB of 2d armd Div repels two enemy
counterattacks, ore by inf and the other by tanks and
inf, and clears Bols des Priesses, Bois de Geauvelant,
woods W of Conneux, and most of Bois Coreux.  CCA hurls
back three counterattacking groups, two of them moving
with tanks and half-tracks against Havrenne and the
third striking at Frandeux. CCR prepares to attack
Humain or support CCA or A4th Cav Gp should the -enemy
penetrate their positions, while 4th Cav Gp elements
prevent supplies and reinforcements from entering Humain.
In addition to inflicting heavy casualtles on the eneny,
2d. Armd Div destroys-or captures 22 tanks, 3 AT guns, 4
arty pieces, and 41 other vehicles.. Eighteen more tanks
are knocked out in Div zone by 4llied aerial attacks.

Eighty-third Div, relieved from attachment to
Ninth Army and attached to Corps, leaves Dueren area of
Germany by motor during afternoon; lst Bn, 330th Inf,
is further attached to 84th Div, Prlsoners taken by
Corps number over 400,

Adjacent to W flank of VII Corps, XXX Corps of
British Second Army is disposed along the licuse as
follows: 43d Div, from Liege to Huy; Guards armd Div,
from Huy to Dinantj 53d -Div, from Dinant to Givet.
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Twelfth Army Group
THIRD ARMY |

VIII Corps Day is rather qulet in W part of Lorps ZONE.
Patrols of 1lth irmd Div contact British forces near

 Givet and TF Wortham (under 9th armd Div) contacts them

at Beauraing. Pressure on Bastoghe decreases slightly.
Moving E from SW of Champs, enemy .armor effects a break-
through between 327th and 5024 Regts of 10lst i/B Div.
Four tanks reach Hemroulle, only 2 miles NW of Bastogne,
before they are destroyed,. Small attacks at Longchamps
and E of Monty are repelled, In the afternoon, 289 planes
part1c1pate in air drop over Bastogne, but only half of
their bundles are recovered., Eleven gliders land
successfully-—ten carrying gasoline and one bringing a
surgical team. At about 1700, elements of 327th Gli Inf
Regt, 10lst 4/B Div, on SW outskirts of Bastogné, meet
troops of CCR, 4th srmd Div, who have c;ash >d through
the German llnes at hssenois, ’

III Corg CCR, 4th hrmd Div, attacks Remichampagne), Nhlle
arty strikes both this village and near-by Bois de Cohet,
on the W. Medium tanks attack enemy in woods E-of o
Remichampagne. Receiving air support, CCR clears
Remichumpagnc by noon and the tankers surge NE to seize
high' ground near Clochlmont, L miles SW of Bastogne. srmd
units assembled on slope 8 of Clochimont watch C-47s drop
supplies to troops at Bastogne. Renewing its drive, CCR
assaults 'villages of Clochimont and Assencis at 1515,
starting from crossroads 500 yards S of Clochimont, - Four
arty bns place preparatory fire on Assenois and woods'
beyond, while CCR takes Clochimont.and its tanks race-
ahead on this secondary road leading NE into Bastognc,
spraying wooded area oh either side with MG fire. Fourth
Armd Div blasts a corridor between 5th Para.Div and 15th
Pz Gren Div, ovcrrunnlng arty and inf elements of 26th

VG Div S of asseénois. Four medium tanks succeed in
bursting through t¢ 10lst »/B Div!
the Germen along the forested -
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time to acte Bastogne is entered at 1645, but elements
of 4th armd Div which make this contact are not strong
enough to return to the main body of their unit. The
Germans have thrown Teller mines on the road in a gap
between the first 4 tanks and the half-tracks behind
them, and enemy bazooka teams have closed in. Four half-
tracks explode and burn and their crews fight on foot.
Meanwhile a co of CCR mops up Assenols with light tanks,

“taking almeost 400 prisoners., at midnight another co

attacks enemy forces in woods bordering the road, so

that trucks and ambulances.can get through to the 10lst
A/B Div. Since elements of latter are too close to permit
arty support, heavy MG andd 60-mm. mortars firing in battery
provide cover. Twelve bazookas and two 75-mm. guns are
captured. Elements of 80th Div which are attached to

4th iArmd Div attack toward Grandrue and Honville, on

‘either side of irlons-Bastogne highway. 4 5-man patrol

passes 4,000 yards through-enemy territory and contacts
10lst 4/B Div's 326th Engr Bn, which escorts its members
to 10lst 4/B Div CP, from which they return with in-
formation on positions of besieged units within Bastogne.
The 10lst 4i/B Div is placed temporarily under. control of
this corps, and 9th Armd Div's CCi, which has been attached
to 10th Armd Div under XII Corps, is attached to Lth armd
Div for employment on its W flank, on SW side .of Bastogne.
TF Hemilton of 26th Div re-enters town of Eschdorf, which .
is fast becoming heap of smouldering rubble. -Battle rages
under arty and mortar fire, with troops losing contact
with one another and with their commanders. Town is
finally taken with assistance of lst Bn of 104th Inf.
Twenty=-sixth Div now faces Sure R. along its front.
Efforts of 10lst and 1O4th Regts to sccure crossing sites
meet with heavy Sk and mortar fire, especially in vicinity
of Bannal and at Esch-sur-la-Sure, but greater part of
these units is across by ond of the day. ' Enemy aircraft
are active over bridging sites; 390th sih Bn destroys

15 enemy planes., Three and one half miles E of Esch-sur-
la~Sure, 319th Inf of 80th Div clears wooded area E of
Ringel. To the SE, elements of 317th Inf attack and clear
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Scheidel in morning; other elements enter Kehmen in
afternoon and fight from house to house. Automatic
weapons and SA fire is heavy. Withdrawal on order is
1ade after 1530 and defensive positions orgunlzed S of
Kchnen. at 2000, 80th Div is relieved from assignment to
IIT Corps and assigned to XII Corps, its L flank be-
coming inter-corps boundary. Thirty-fifth Div (earlier
active under XII Corps) moves from Metz to area N of -
Arlon, along boundory of Belgium and Luxembourg, and is
attached to IIT Corps to assist w1th drive into S flank
of enemy salient, .

XII Corps . Units of .5th Div attack Berdorf, 3 miles WNW
of Echternach, taking the town at noon. Other 5th Div
‘elements occupy high ground directly SW of Echternach,
Sixth Lrmd Div, returning from control of XX Corps to
that of -XIT Corps, moves N from lictz into Luxembourg
during night of 25——26 Dec and at once rclicves 10th armd

~ Div, which moves S and passcs to XX Corps control at lictza
The 109th Inf, 28th Div, which has been anuached to 10th
Armd Div, returns to 28th Div, VIII Corps. nghtlbth Div
(~1lst and 2d Bns, 318th Inf), which has been operating on
XITI Corps L flank under III Corps is transferred to XIT
Corps and the Corps boundary is moved to the lcft (J) to
include the 80th Div zone.

- XX CorEs Tenth irmd DlV (~ccB)" rbvcrts to control of
this Corps as.it moves into assembly aréa at Metz.,
Ninety-fifth Div patrols capture a few prisoners in
Fraulautcrn, Germen fighter planes str@fp several gun
positions. anety-flfth Div is brou&ht up to strength
with assignment of 2,006 reinforcéients which have becn
training at Borny; 90th Div receives about 1,000, '

fagz.-: ’ TwéhtYEfirst Army Group
U.S. NINTH iRMY

Sixth Guards Tank Brlg (British) passes to command of
British 43d Div,
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27 XIX Corps Second Bn of 121st Inf,'8ﬁh‘DiV,:renews
Cont attack to clear remeining enemy pocket S of Obermaubach

at 1230, but is held to small gains by determined re-
sistance; 2d Bn of 13th Inf at night relieves 2d Bn of
121st Inf of task of clearing this position. Corps and
' 8th Div irty prevent strong enemy patrol &crous the Roer
'S “of .Winden from penetrating U.S. lines,

U.s.fFIRsT ARMY

V Corps GAF activity increases in some sectors, but
ground forces remain relatively quiet,

XVIII Corps (i/B) Thirtieth Div regroups and maintains
defensive positions in its zone. Ninth SS Pz Div, in
estimated strength of two bns, penetratas line of 508th
Para Inf, 82d 4/B Div, and infiltrates into Erria, NE of
Bra, in pre-dawn attack, but Erria is mopped up. end entire
regimental sector cleared shortly afterward. Seventh
armd Div elements, reinf by bn of 517th Para Inf, attacks
for lManhey and recaptures it. early in morning., RCT 112,
28th Inf, is attached to CCB of 9th armd Div; 2d Bn of
112th Inf is further attached to 75th Div, VII Corps.

VII Corps CCB of 3d armd Div assumes responsibility for
R of Div sector, relieving CCR in Soy-Hotton arca; front
line defenses on CCB front are held by RCT 290. - In CCh
zone, where front line is.held by RCT 289, Germans are
infiltrating and moving on. Sadzot; 509th Para Inf Bn
attempts to drive off enemy in this region, but infil-
tration continues. 4Arty fire breaks up small enemy
attack at 2110 in Verdenne area; 84th Div combat patrol
enters the pocket shortly afterward, takes 15 prisoners,
‘and reports pocket clear. On W of Corps, CCB of 2d

Lrmd Div clears all enemy from rear areas and, in

limited objective attacks, makes small gains to the S,
securing Herock-Ciergnon line and high ground overlooking
La Lesse R. near Verre., Bois Coreux is cleared by 1130 after
an attempt by eremy to break out earlier is frustrated. Germans
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are forced to yield Humain to 2d armd Div in attack
“lasting throughout day. attack jumps off at 0800,

following hour-long arty preparation; CCR, attuchcd o
CCs and assisted by it, envelops the town, enters 1t
during afternoon, and by 2330 overcomes ficrce rc51stwncc
from enemy barricaded in houses and assisted by T fire
from Bois de Deffes; 24th Cav Sg, reinf, blocks exits -

"from the town. While attack on Humain is-still in progress,

CCa units participating are withdrawn to operate in
Rochefort area. In sueral limited objective attacks,
CCi. clears Verre region and gains objectives along La
Lesse and L'Horre Rivers: between - Clcrgnon and Rochefort
and positions N of Rochefort. Fourth Cav Sq mops up in
area NW of Verre-Haversin road. Second srmd Div inflicts
record losses on the SNeLy, dustroying or capturingfth
vehicles and taking 448 of Corps! 775 prisoners, Div
arty,. durlng past 24 hours, fires 5,598 rounds in 88
missions. Entirc 83d Div has closed in Havclunp@ arca
by noon, and relicf of 2d “rmd Div is initiated at

night.

To the W of VII Corps, in~British'Second armyts
XXX Corps Zone, 53d Div (Br) is rclieved of defense of
Meuse R+ linec frOfLu1V°t to Namur by 6th British i/B
Divj Guerds srmd Div (Br) takes over line from Narmur to
Licge; 43d Div (Br) moves to assembly area above Maastricht.

‘Twelfth Army Group
THIRD ARMY

VIII Cofgs Town of Libramont, 6 miles NW of Neufchateau,
is bombed twice,,and Neufchateau, also, is raided by the
Germans. The 7th TD Group is attached to 28th Div in
order- to unify patrol activity in this area, and the A4th
French Pora Bn (SiS) is directed to cooperate with 28th
Div. - Enemy seems to be on the defensive in area W of .
Bastogne. Troops ‘at Bastogne are again re-supplied by
air, The licuse River sector passes to command of CG
17th &4/B Div, at noon.
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IIT Corps First trucks and embulances move into Bastogne
on road opened by CCR, 4th irmd Div, ending siege of the
city. atbacking NE from vicinity of Longlier, CCi of
9th »rnd Div, attached to 4th armd Div, ceptures Sibret,
4 miles SW of Bastogne, Buns of 318th Inf, 80th Div,
attached to 4th armd Div continue attack of yesterday by
capturing Honville, wherc elements of 15th Pz Gren Div
are encountered, and clcarlng Hompre and the woods S and
B Of.nSSbﬂOlS. First Bn pushes on past Honville to
Liverchamps, which is strongly defended by encmy inf,
mainly 5th Pora Div clpmgnts, supported by tanks, hulf-

ft‘acks, and 88-mm. guns. dJust B of the secondary road
-into Bastogne, CCB of L4th irmd Div fights to widen the
corridor to the N from Hompre, carrying its advance to

the perimeter defense around Bastogne. CCh keeps
hammering at resistance blocking arlon-Bastogne highway.
At 0800, from positions along S bank of Sure R., 35th

‘Div attacks N through 6th Cav Sq, between 4th armd Div

and 26th Div. The 137th Inf moves by truck into 4th

armd Div zone, to point SW of Tintange, in order to cross
river in friendly territory., Lfter crossing, good pro-
gress is made up to Surre, which is captured only after
bitter struggle.  The 320th Inf, on the R, has difficulty
crossing the river against opposition from N banks, but

elements wade dcross before noon. By nightfa 11, re-

sistance has lessened and Boulaide and BpSChlbldOn are
occupied, Twenty-sixth Div continues advance in bridge-
head of 10lst Inf, units proceeding NW, N, and NE of
Bonnal area, taking high ground about Bavigne and
capturing lecher~Dunkrodt and Kaundorf. Elements of
104th Inf assist in clearing Kaundorf. During this 24-hour
period, III Corps has taken 871 prisoners and delivered
400 replacements to A4th sarmd Div and 400 to 10lst »/B Div.

XIT Corp In CCﬂth sector of 80th Div zone, cnhemy attack
from woods near Ringel at 1450 is repulsed by 319th Inf
by 1900, Enemy arty falls in this area throughout after-
noon, Other clements of 319th Inf hold positions near
Tadler and patrol Sure (Sauer) R. on extreme L flank of
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Corps. On Div R flank, 318th Inf sets up road blocks

N and NE of Ettelbruck. Sixth armd Div assumes re-
sponsibility for sector S of Sauer R, between Ettelbruck
end Mostroff; Div irty fires harassing missions upon
Diekirch, Bastendorf, and roads to the E. Beaufort,

3 miles N of Waldbillig, falls to 1lth RCT, 5th Div.
Patrols of" Lth Div find that Echtvrnach hus ‘been evacu-
ated,

XX Corps Ninetieth Div intensifies combat and ren
patrolling, employing raiding parties in an effort to
prevent enemy from withdrawing troops from this region
to strengthen his forces in the iArdennes. Ninety-fifth
Div front, to the S, remains quiet, Fifth Ranger Bn is
attached to 95th Div at 1200, to.be employed only for |
defensive action in cuse of a German breakthrough. on Div
R flank.

28 o Twenty-first irmy.Group.
U.S. NINTH ARMY

AIX Corps Putrul of 104th Div crosses the Roer ot nlght
and penctrates 500 yards into Dueren before being forced
out by enemy fire., Exccpt for two G p081tlons, all re-
sistence S of Obermaubach 1s cle¢red by 2d Bn of 13th -
Inf, 8th Div, '

U.S. FIRST sRMY

New R boundary for First: Aoy is established as follows-
Namur (exclusive)-road from Namur SE to crossrosds above
Emptinne (exclusive)-Emptinne-iiarche (inclusive)-Har rgimont
(exclusive )-Wassoie Re to point on road Sii of Crune (ex~
clusive)., Army is to maintain defensive positions and re--
group. British XXX Corps, British Second army, is to.re-
lieve VII Corps on the W, startlné 29 Dec,
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28 V Corps Enemy makes final"effort-to crack defenses of
Cont Elsenborn, striking at 1lst Div after intensc arty-and

nebelwerfer barirage; prompt arty fire against the
approaching colunn turns most of the enemy force Jback,
and the few who succeed in infiltrating are eliminated
before dark, Elements of 12th VG Div are identified in
this attack. ~Local attack on S of 9th Div i3~repelled
by arty fire. : ’ '

XVIII Corps (A/B) Thlrtlbth DlV contlnuos readJustmenu

of units and 1mprovuﬁent of defensive positions. Eighty-second
A/B Div zone - is rclatively quiet, but 504th Para Inf

repels attack by about 60 enemy and, with mortar and arty
fire, drives off enemy tanks. CCB of 9th irmd Div-and RCT

112 move to Bomal-Hcvd—121er area to back up 3d Armd and

75th Divs.,: ' o

VII Corps Seventy-fifth Div, less RCTs 289 and 290, is
attached to XVIII Corps. Elements. of German 12th SS Pz
Div, newly arrived on Corps front, infiltrate in CCa
sector of 3d armd Div, taking Sad=zot and continuing as

far as Briscol; 2d Bn, 112th Inf, 28th Div, noves from
ZVIII Corps zone to plug gap between 1st and 2d Bns,

289th Inf, and combined efforts of this bn plus 509th

Para Inf Bn and RCT 289 forces most of enemy to withdraw;
Sadzot is clearcd. On 84th Div frent, arty fire brcoaks
up counterattack- by smell uncrw'tank-lnf forece near
Verdenne early in day and destroys twc of the tanks. On
W of Corps 83d Div continues relief of 2d armd, taklng
over positions in E portion of CCi sector; 83d Div assumes
responsibility for area E of Bulssonv1lle—Rocncfcrt (both
inclusive) line., Second hrmd Div regroups, and forward
positicns of CCi and CCB are taken over by A4th Cav Gp and
82d Armd Ren Bn; La Lesse and L'Homme Rivers are pitrolled
and contact maintainsd with British. Elements of 329th
Inf, 83d Div, attack toward Rochefort.during afternocon,
meeting increasingly strong Si, MG, and arty fire as
attack nears the townj; Co B succeeds in entering Rochefort;
fighting continues during night.» VII Corps takes approxi-

mately 450 prlsonurs.
‘. J:f’m. .
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28 . Twelfth Army Group
Cont , :

Empire Javelin, carrying main body of Fifteenth Army‘Hq,
is disabled in mid-Channel by mine or torpedo at about 1440,
but troops are transferred to French frigate L'Escarmouche
before Empire Javelin sinks at 1725.

U.S. THIRD ARMY

VIII Corps Eleventh ArmdDiv is released from SHAEF reserve
and attached to this corps late in day. '

III Corps NW of Neufchateau-Bastogne highway, 6th Cav Gp
advances toward Moircy and Remagne, On remainder of Corps
front only limited advances are made against enemy delaying
actions between the Sure and Wiltz Rivers. Bns of 318th
Inf, 80th Div, which have been attached to 4th Armd Div, .
are relieved before midnight and proceed to Colmar, on

the Alzette R. in XII Corps zone, on extreme R flank of
80th Div. Thirty-fifth Div continues drive against S
‘flank of enemy salient, encountering very heavy SA, mortar,
and arty fire SW of Villers-la-Bonne-Eau. - Road Junctlon

N of Baschleiden is secured. Twcnty-31xth DLV makes
slight gains that brihg it within 2 miles of Wiltz.

Sixth Armd Div is transferred from XII Corps to this

COrpS .« - :

XIT Corps Enemy again attacks 80th Div pos:tlons at
Ringel. - Strong arty support assists in repulsing the
attacking forces and prevents them from digging in on
high ground E of Ringel. Sporadic arty fire received by
eleménts W of Kehmen, 1% miles SE of Ringel. Units on
S flank maintain positions at Ettelbruck and patrol in
vicinity of Warken and Burden, where enemy SA fire is
o encountered, Elecments of 5th Div advance N on 6th Armd
.. . Div's R flank, pinching out 'CCA elements of latter and
. securing high ground between Dillingen and Bigelbach.
Eightieth Div and 5th Div then begin relief of CCB.
Corps is ordered on the defensive at 1400. Fourth Div
maintains and improves its MLR fronting on W bank of
Sauer and Moselle Rivers. -
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XX Corps Third Cav Gp sends patrols as far as Nennig,
Sing,. and Kesslingen to obtain identification of enemy
troops along W half of Corps N flank, -Combat patrols
of 95th Div make only light contact with enemy.

Twenty=-first Army Group
NINTH ARMY

XIII Corps Twenty+ninthrDiv extehdé‘its gone to the R,
relieving elements of 104th Div,

XIX Corps Arty fire;drives’back enemy patrol seeking to
cross the Roer just S of Dueren. Elements of 8th Div
clear final resistance S of Obermaubach,

FIRST ARNY

V Corps Corps is quiet, with German and U.S. forces on
the defensive, '

XVIII Corps (4/B) €orps is virtually inactive. At 1600,
boundary between XVIII and VII Corps is changed to run
from L!'Ourthe R. ford N of Hamoir-along L'Ourthe R. to
Petit Barvaux~SE through Erezee and Amonines to W edge

of Samree. Coincident with boundary change, 75th Div

is attached to XVIII Corps and, with RCT 289, 509th Para
Bn, 2d Bn of 112th Inf, and 3d Bn of 517th Para Inf under
its control in place, takes over gone of Tth Armd Div.

VII Corps Second Bu of 112th Inf, 28th Div, closes

gap between 18t and 24 Bue &f 28%th Inf, 75th Div,

in 3d Armd Div zone, and enémy who had infiltrated through
it are being mopped up. RCT 290 wipes out hostile force
.of about a plat which had infiltrated in area bhetween

Amonines and lMagoster sarly in morning; large number of

énemy dead are found in front of RCT 290. Eighty-fourth

. Div zone is quiet, and ‘extensive patrolling is conducted,

Eighty-third Div renews attack on Rochefort at 0730,
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329th Inf making slow progress against heavy arty and

mortar fire; no word is received from Co B, cut off in
the town, and heavy arty barrage is placed on Rochefort
during evening to give this co an opportunity to with-

draw, The 331st Inf, 83d DlV, moves to 3d Armd Div

secter and passes to operational control of that div upon
arrival, Eighty-second iArmd Ren Bn and L4th Cav Gp con-
tinue to patrol line of La Lesse and L!'Homme Rivers.,
British XXX Corps starts relief of VII Corps units as

. planned: 158th Welsh Brig of Br 53d Div relieves CCB of

U.S.

U.S. 2d Armd Div at 1890.
eelfth Army Group

THIRD ARMY

- VIIT Corps Eleventh Armd Div moves across the Meuse

and on E to vicinity of Neufchateau. Eighty-seventh =

Div, of SHAEF Reserve, moves into area about ten miles
to the W and is attached to Corps. Both Divs have been’
ordered to launch en attack next morning, Eighty-seventh
Div is to advance to the Ourthe R., seize the crossings,
and protect L flank of 1lth Armd Div, which is to ad-
vance between the Ourthe R. and Bastogne toward Houffaligze.
Strong enemy forces are concentrated in and about the

Bois des Valets, N of Chencgne and 5 miles W of Bastcgne.

IIT Corps CCh of Ath Armd Div clears final resistance.
blocking Arlon-Bastogne highway. Thirty-fifth DlV attacks
again at 0800, The 137th Inf pushes to N edge of Surre :
Woods -and makes some progress in its drive into Villers-la-
Bonne-Eau. Most of Lutrcbois, 2 miles N of Villers-la-
Bonne-Eau, is seized by dark, however, and advance elemcnts’
contact units of 10lst 4/B Div at Marvie, about 2 miles

SE of Bastogne,., The 320th Inf is engaged in fierce
fighting‘around'a farm SE of Harlange. Twenty-sixth

Div's 104th Inf clears Nothum, N of Mecher~Dunkrodt,
against considerable resistance.,. Enemy opposition is
increasing in intensity as 26th Div approaches key
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commnication and supply center of Wiltz. Elements of

© 9th VG Div are defending in area S of Wiltz. III Corps
units in Bastogne (10lst 4/B Div, with attached units,
and elements of 9th irmd Div) revert to VIII Corps
‘control at 1800. The Neufchateau-Bastogne highway and
‘the RR running- NE from Bastogne constltute temporary
boundary between VIII Corps and III Corps.‘ Enemy bonbs
and strafes Bastogne at 1830. Sixth armd Div assembles
in area between Arlon and Neufchateau. :

XII Corps Elghtleth Div organlzes-defensiVG positions

W of Sauer R. betwecn Ringel and Ettelbruck. Enemy re-
tains Kehmen-Bourscheid arca néar center of sector, though
80th Div has cut one of his main supply routes. In Ath
Div zone snemy abandons defense of Girstenklaus srea E of
Dickweiler, Sixth armd Div, transferring to III Corps, with-
draws to assembly area NW of irlon. Fifth Div extends its
front on L flank to vicinity of Stegen, 3 miles S of
Gilsdorf. Hostile arty activity incrcascs.

| XX’CorEs No change.

Ninety-fourth Div FElements start to ‘assemble at Chatéaubriant

"and Pontivy COﬂCpﬂbPutlon areas in prcparatlon for movempnt

to Reims,

v Twenty-first army Group
U.S. NINTH ARMY

IX Corps Si and iiG fire frustrate another. attvmpt by
enﬂmy to cross the Roer near Dueren,

U.S. FIRST ARMY

V Corps In process of pushing its outpost line out, 9th
Div has small clashes with enemy. Otherwise, Corps is
virtually inactive, ' S
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XVIII Corps (4/B) Corps zone is again quiet, with units

- engaged in active patrolling -and strengthening of de=-

fenses. RCT 424 of 106th Div, attached-to 7th hymd Div

_since 24 Dec, is released by that dit, -ahd-ibs positions

are taken over by elements of 75th Div, .0

VII Corps - Corps and enemy action is light. British XXX

- Corps takes over region SW of a line from iiaréhe to Nomur.

Germans abandon Rochefort at 0300; 0o B of 329th Inf,

83d Div, which had been isolated in the ‘town, is contacted
by radio and withdraws with nine prisoners during morning.

" Relief of 329th Inf by 160th Brig of 53d Div is completed

by 1915. CCi (~TF Doan), 3d armd Div, is assembling near

Bende. Eighty-fourth Div zone remoins quiete Relief of

- 2d Armd Div continues: responsibility for CCL sector is

U.s.

assumed by 160th Brig of Br 53d Div. Fourth Cav Sq,
attached to CCA, is also relieved by British, but 24th
Cav Sq remeins in position over night.

Twelfth Army Group ’

THIRD ARMY
VIIT Corps Eighty-scventh Div attacks at 0730 and by
early afternoon has captured Moircy and is containing
Vesqueville and St. Hubert, Enemy regains town of _
Moircy in counterattack at 2100, though several platoons
of 345th Inf remain there throughout the night. The 1lth
armd Div attacks with CCa on L and CCB on R. CCi cn-
counters enemy forces S of Remagne at 0822, severcl miles
N of Div assembly arca, and a heavy fire fight develops,
preventing further advance on this day. Inf digs in on

-ridge about 1 km. S of Remagne. - CCB meets elements of

15th Pz Gren Div N of Jodenvillo, 5 miles E of Remagne,
at 0930, and units swing W to capture Laraselle and
secure high ground near Brul and Houwmont. No progress
is made in an afternoon attack on,Chenogne, 1% miles E
of Brul. Progress of the armd units in general is slow
and their losses heavy. Seventh TD Gp is relieved from
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30 atbachment to 28th Div and placed unde; VIIT Corps
Cont control. Hg of Gth Armd Div is moved to Charleville,

on the leuse R.; Div is ordered to move to vicinity of
Sedan, where it will become SHAEF reserve. Bastogne
is heavily bombed and strafed.

ITI Corps Strong enemy counterattack from NE hits 35th-
Div. along line Lutrebois—Villers-la-Bonne-Eau and CCa of

- 9th armd Div is heavily attacked on W flank of Bastogne
corridor, as Germans attempt to cut off Bastogne a second
time., Tanks and inf of 167th VG Div and lst SS Pz Div
reach Lutrebois village, 'only 1,200 yards from.mmln highway
into Bastogne from the S. Two cos of 13%th Inf, 35th Div,
become surrcunded in Villers-la=-Bonne-RKau. The 320th
Inf, missed by the counterattack, jumps off at 0800 against
strong resistance from Harlange and form SE of the town.
With aid of an air observer, 6 Shernuns of 35th. Tank Bn
are enabled to ambush and destroy 11 encmy liark V!s
skirting woods near Lutrebois., Fourth armd Div and 35th
Div, together with supporting Thunderbolts, knock out
total of 55 enemy tanks during the day., The Germans -
still cling to Lutrebois pocket at end of day, but their
counterattack has fallen short of acconpllshlnv mission
of cutting irlon-Bastogne highway. In the latter part

“of the day, 26th Div's 10lst Inf receives local counter-
attack. On Corps extreme L flank, 6th Cav Gp is relieved

. by 87th Diy and 11lth Armd Div of VIII Corps. Fighting
continues in vicinity of Remagne and Moircy.

XIT Corps Eightieth Div elements N of Ringel receive. -
considerable enemy SA fire early in morning, Eneny
attempts to infiltrate'p051tlons there before 0500 and
is repulsed with heavy losses, No major changes in Corps
zone. . hctive patrolllng to the front continued.

XX Corps Enemy action 1s llﬂlted to patrolllng and light
S4i and mortar fire.
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Twenty~first 4rmy Group -
NINTH 4RI '

Twentyhelght non-dlv combat unlts have been: released by

Ninth army to First irmy during latter part. of Dee¢d. .

U S

U.S.

FIRST ARMY

Corps Ninth Div contlnues to push out 1ts outpost line.

XVIII Corps (A/B) Ene my who had :mflltrated S of
Briscol are beingeliminated, and a local enemy attack W of
La Fosse is contained. Widespread patrolllng of: ozd Li/B
Div is uneventful. .

VII Corps Elvhty-thlrd Div assumes respons1b111ty for

former 3d Armd Div sector on L flank of Corps with mission
of defending Hampteau-imonines area Defending this
region are RCT 290, which is detached from 3d armd and
attached to 83d Div, and 331lst Inf, also detached from

3d Armd and reverting to 83d Div. ‘Twenty-fourth Cav Sq

of 4th Cav Gp, relieved by Br 53d Div, moves to Sinsin.

Twelfth Army Group
THIRD ARMY
VIII Corps Elements of 87th Div attacking on Div E flank

at 1315 capture Remagne an hour and a half later and are
fighting near loircy at night. CCR of 1lth irmd Div

“attacks at 0900 and advances as far as Pinsament and

Acul during the day, encounturing heavy enemy mortar and
arty fire., OCCB of 1lth irmd attacks Chenogne, 4 miles W
of Bastogne. At nightfall town is not entirely clear,
so inf digs in S of it. CCi, which withdraws during
previous night from its positions S of Remagne in sector
which is being transferred to 87th Div, moves S in order
to get on the Neufchateau-Bastogne highway, where it
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becomes  tangled in trafflc jams with 6th armd DlV, also
moving toward Bastogne on the icy road. CC4 turhs NW
from the highway onto the Morbet road and advances
between CCR and CCB to attack Rechrival, a 'little over

2 miles NW of Chenogne. &after repulsing a courterattack
at 1800, CChi dlgs in for night on S and E outskirts of
Rechrlval. ' ‘

III Corps CCi of 6th armd Div displaces to new assenbly
arca S of Bastogne during night of 30—~~31 Dec, then attacks
E to secure high ground near Wardin, which it obtains at
cost of numerous casualties. CCB is delayed by traffic

‘congestion and snow and ice. on Neufchateau-Bastogne road,

but finally assembles at Clochimont, with elements later
infiltrating to a final assenbly area NE of Bastogne.
Fourth armd Div is placed under operatlonal contrel of
VIII Corps, remaining in present location for time beinge
Thirty-flfth Div's attempts to attack are unsuccessful.
Icy roads prevent effective tank support. Companies of

'137th Inf isolated in Villers-la-Bonne-Eau are given up
. for lost. FEnemy strikes against 26th Div at 0530, mainly
- in zone of 10lst Inf. After containing this counter-

attack, 26th Div reorganizes and cstablishes defensive
positions during the night. Corps arty places TOT's on
Wiltz and continues to fire intense harassing and inter-
diction missions. Neither side has made a major advance
and situation remains unsettled at end of second day of
violent combat, Germans are still in possession of
Lutrebois.

XII Corps No major cha nges in zones of A4th, 5th, and 80th
Divs. Second Cav Gp sends patrols E of lioselle R. Patrols
encounter heavy resistance at Thorn and Vincheringen, NE

of Remich, Enemy air is active. '

XX Corps Ninety-fifth Div elements E of Saar R, moke a

second limited objective attack inVSaarlautérn bridge~
head area, The 377th Inf reaches its cobjectives against
very little opposition, but heavy Si fire and some rocket

.glrg‘prcvent 1st Bn of 379th Inf from completely securing



